Variety is the Spice of Life
Doug Hart Back On Top After 20 Years

Dowg Hart has always been near the top of the score sheet but it
took 20 years to repeat as North Amesican Champion, having won
last in the Bahamas in 1996. Sailing this year with Ryan Hopps
they took the 2016 North Americans Bimey Mills Trophy by a
scant two points over George Szabo and Dianna Waterbury after
a dose last day. The winner was not known by the competitors.
until the scores wene pasted at the club because the variety of
conditions over the three day regatta resulted in very inconsistent
scores ower the eight: races sailed. In an unusual tum, the scores
pusmd by Szabo/Waterbury were overall more consistent, but
Hopps despite counting a 17 had fouwr top 3 finishes. Mick

'Hhss.fNuﬂePopphadbeen lurking well down the results sheet,
but once they wene able to drop a 45th from day one, they slid
up to third overall. Fourth place team Jensen McTighe/Brendan
mmﬂmﬁnﬁmﬁan ninth, a great result just

of their departure for the Snipe Western Hemispheres in
Brazil. Edgar Diminich/Iberth Constarte rounded out the top 5.

Annapolis Snipe Fleet 532 is experiencing its own comeback.
Regatta Chairman and Annapolis Flest 532 Captain Chris is
a&nﬁ&m&hﬂimﬂﬁﬂmagﬂnﬁﬁ
together the langest collection of Snipes seen on the East Coast
for a long time. He sucoeeded attracting 6% registrants and beat
the last two MAs held in Annapolis in 1994 (62 boats) and 1985
(68 boats) as well as being the largest in North America
since 2009 with boats arriving on single, and triple trailers
from all over the continent. This was in part due to encouraging
sailors with older model boats to participate with a Silver division
and arranging many charterad or borrowed boats to insure that
m-!"nr available local boat would make it on the water. A great
the continued growth of the dass were a significant
mher&]ummlhrsadumﬁslmbnsﬁmmm
or new crew members, and a re-emergence of less travelled
class members. The event areated a significant number of class
ip renewals as of the registrats asall
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Chris along with the rest of the fleet volunteers, the Sevemn
Sailing Association (SSA), PRO Steve Podlich and his handpicked
Tage committes put r a great event hi
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the temperatures drop, but for this edition the NAs was held
concurrently with the
Colonial Cup, the annual 552
Inwitational.
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As boats streamed in on Thursday, fleet members Brett Davis,
Sreve Pidde and Jon and Happy with their teams got all
boats through measurement and registration. The dass approach
o streamlining measurement helped speed the process by
limiting measurement to boat weight and new sail measurement=.
It was hoped to run a practice race Thursday aftemoon, but the
breeze com turned off after a few boats left the dock for a
practice sail: a bad omen. On the sodal side, the regatta saw the
return of a large tent to be used for evening dinners as well as

a real beer trude {well trailer, but dose enough!), something not
seen on the S5A lot for some years: a good omen.

Friday miorming started as predicted with a light, but ssilable

easterly and rading began promptly at 11am. Fortunately, being a
the pleasure boat traffic was nonexistent so the 5-7 knot

bres:r_-. although tricky, was enough. Starts were wery competitive

the starting line did not help and contributed to the number of
general recalls and affected which side of the course was favored,
As the first race the breeze got lighter and lighter,
but still a fair test of skill and the first boat finished within several
minutes of the S0 minute time limit, but unfortunately a number
of boats did not make the time limit window. After a pauss,

the wind came badk up and a second race was run in similar
conditions, with only a few
bodsnntmakngihetlmel’mrt
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headed in for the evening's
sodal activities and Taco Bar
dinmer,

| On Saturday, a very patient
race Cmmittee ran three
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flag [20%) penalties figured prominently
on the scoreshest for race 3. It looked
like it might be the end of the day after
race three with the breeze going down to
nearly zero, but wisely Steve Podlich chose
to keep us out waiting and eventually
the: breeze camie around to a southerly
direction and increased shightly when the
douds began to dear. With the cument
abated and the wind shift to the south,
the second two starts were much more
manageable for the competitors (and the
race oommittes) and even got crews and
skippers into the hiking straps by the last
leg. With more consistent scores and no
dirop (yet) Szabo/Waterbury finished the
day tizd with Hart/Hopps. Back on shore
the competitors participated in a post-race
debrief followed by a crab-themed dinner

including MD hard shelled crabs. The LY Ted Morgah
"locals™ had a lot of fun introducing "out
of towners" to the proper technique for
"picking crabs” as it is called. was the key to success, Variety may be By Alex Pline
the spice of life, but it is also a great test
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