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From The Commodore

Dear Friends:

During the Board of Directors’ Meetings in San Diego, we discussed the Bulletin
\ and the Rulebook. Both publications need to change to appeal to our international
membership. To evaluate and make recommendations on these two important parts of
SCIRA, Vice Commodore Shinoda, Rear Commodore Griffith and I have formed two
committees, one for the Bulletin and one for the Rulebook. Please consider the
following information:
For the Bulletin Committee:
Objectives:

Deliver recommendations to the Board of Governors that will result in a Snipe
Bulletin that is of strong value to all members of SCIRA worldwide, and
could potentially become a mandatory portion of annual SCIRA member-
ship dues.

Deliver an implementation plan and timetable for executing recommendations.

Recommendations and plan must address the following issues: publication
content, multi-lingual editing and printing, frequency, quality, printing
and distribution method, postage, Internet, production costs, and subscrip-
tion pricing.

Members:

Don Hackbarth, Chairman ~ Don Elliott
Bertel Bojlesen Antomcf Bari
Jiro Yamamoto Alex Pline
Timetable:
Report to the Board 6/1/98
Ballot to the Board for vote 9/1/98

For the Rulebook 2000 Committee:

Objectives:
To publish SCIRA Rulebook by January 1, 2000
*To review every word in every section to prepare SCIRA for the 21st Century
*To clarify content, language and format
*To internationalize by eliminating items about specific countries
+To search for the ideal method to layout and bind the book
*To add a new section to include the measurement procedures and tools
*To obtain Board approval of requirement that all members purchase the Rulebook

Members:
Brainard Cooper, Chairman

Giorgio Brezich Lee Griffith

Hisanao Kato Phil Richmond

Bertel Bojlesen Erling Olsen

Means Davis Janett Krefting

Timetable:

Tasks and Responsibilities Assigned to Subcommittees 1/1/98
Subcommittee reports to Executive Director 6/1/98
First Draft by Executive Director 9/1/98
Draft to Committee Members for review and approval 10/1/98
Second Draft by Executive Director 12/31/98
Draft to Board for review and preliminary approval 2/15199
Third Draft by Executive Director 5/3/99
Delivery to Board of Revised Document 6/15/99
First Vote by Board Ballot 711199
Flag Officer and Executive Director Review of Vote Results 9/1/99
Final Review by Board and final vote 9/6/99
Final Document by Executive Director 10/15/99
Rulebook to Publisher 10/15/99
Rulebook from Publisher 11/30/99

Your input is very important and I encourage you to write your ideas and to send
them to the Executive Director.

Regards and go fast in your SNIPE,
’ Gonzo

Around the Snipe World
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The Canary Islands

The Spanish Snipe Class has decided to celebrate the 1998 Spanish
Championship in Lanzarote. That means two big regattas in arow for us! As
aresult, the Class is emerging even inTenerife, where it had died years ago.
Now there are 10 boats sailing regularly in Tenerife, 14 here in Gran Canaria

Mariana de Isaza reports that Snipes are busy sailing again in Bogota.
Russia

Alexei Fominreports that Russia will begin building 25 new Snipes with the
first one due to be finished in February!
Paraguay

The SCIRA office has recently had contact with sailors in Paraguay.
Hopefully we will be seeing them on the South American circuit again!
Snipes in the 1999 Pan Am Games

The Snipe has been confirmed as one of the classes for the 1999 Pan Am

Games in Winnipeg, Canada. All Pan Am Snipe countries that will partici-
pate, contact Id Crook or Don Hackbarth for confirmation and information.

ISAF President’s Message

Ithas been a fine summer going to as many Class Championships as possible: Finn,
Snipe, Mirror, ILC 40, Etchells, Match Racing, Optimist, Disabled, Lightning, and
Star.

I have reflected very seriously on what I have seen and it has reinforced what makes

I'am convinced that the International Classes are strong, not because of the design
or the equipment, but because of the volunteers who are so addicted to the fraternity
of their chosen class. At the Snipe Worlds there was the ever present Diaz Family who
have been so dedicated to the Snipe, Gonzo the now President, giving so generously
of his time to make the class work. One of the great natural sailors I have ever met, Earl

to the women who were putting together the sailors’ box lunches. I asked one woman
why she did it: “the Snipe has been our life!””. Our great friend from Japan, Hirata at
86 years old, could hardly wait to tell me how he had just won the Snipe Masters
Championship.

I'have experienced the same enthusiasm and love for a class with the Mirror Dinghy
and how proud these people are of their class. Everyone know the commitment the
Wilkes’ and their friends from around the World have given to make the Optimist work.
The Lightning has the same dedication and they had so many past World Champion
present at their 1997 Worlds in Montreal. It is the same with every class, as they grow
to become a very healthy cult.

The challenge to ISAF is to ensure that the International Classes are comfortable
within the ISAF family as respected partners, because they are such a great contributors

All contributors must understand what each facet donates to promote Sailing if the
sport is to be healthy.

We are all in this regatta promoting the finest activity in the World - Sailing!!
Paul Henderson
President ISAF
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1997 US Masters Championship

September 25-28
Gull Lake, Michigan

In reporting the details about the 1997 US
Masters Championship, I can’t help but hear
the horn of the pink convertible 1957
Thunderbird. Just one of four great classics
that 26 Masters teams from around the US
and Canada enjoyed after day one of the
event. The museum was a great place to
spend stored energy as racing was canceled
for the day because of light wind. In looking
back, it couldn’t have worked out any better
as competitors and guests were welcome to
tour the museum, drive old cars and feast on
an Italian dinner.

Day two saw excellent 8-10 breeze and
George Fisher and crew Greg Shea jump out
to an early regatta lead winning the first race
and placing second in race 2. Slugging it out
with George in the front row included Terry
Timm and Mark Spicknall, finishing 6-1;
Fritz and Jane Gram with a 3-3, and Gonzo
Diaz and Sherry Eldridge with a 5-4. John
and Kathy Johns stormed into contention
with a dramatic come from behind finish in
race three. They finished the day witha2-11-
1. Finishing second in race three were the
Grams securing them atop the leader board
with two races to go followed closely by
Timm, Diaz, Fisher and Johns.

Dinner at Gull Lake Country Club was
enjoyed by all, especially after Michigan
beat Notre Dame. The New York strip dinner
was just one of the great meals the country
club staff prepared all week. Per their re-
quest, the Masters were being taken care of.

Day two belonged to Timm and Spicknall,
as they fired two bullets going on to win the
US Masters Championship. Fritz and Jane
Gram took a second overall with finishes of
7-5; Diaz and Eldridge hung on to third with
finishes of 4- 10; followed by Fisher and Shea
and the Johns’.

Race 5 was exciting as Terry Timm and
Mark Spicknall caught Jim Richter and crew
Sam Stone in a magnificent taking dual. Not
even the Captain of Indiana could hold off the
Silver Fox from Ann Arbor. It was great to
watch.

Race Committee chairman Eric Lind and
his team did an outstanding job of running the
races. Gull Lake Yacht Club s very fortunate
to have his services. We look forward to
hosting the 1998 US Nationals August 7-14.

—Tom VanderMolen
Fleet 190
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Skipper/Crew

Terry Timm/Mark Spicknall
Fritz/Jane Gram

Gonzo Diaz/Sherry Eldridge
George Fisher/Greg Shea
John/Cathy Johns

Colt Weatherston/Wendy Pfeffer
Bill Buckles/Kate Haywood
Dick/Linda Tillman

Bob/Sandy Rowland

. Gene Soltero/Carolyn Barber
. Jim Richter/Sam Stone
. John Mulhausen/Cindy Hackett

Buzz Levinson/Frank Workman

. Bill/Chad Coberly
. Cliff/Mindy Browning
. Mel Nichols/John Crookston

. Dexter Thede/Bill Fehsenfeld
John/Lori Korkosz

. B/A. Worster

Bruce Hurst/Steve Snider

. Jim/Barb Disch

. Joe/Joe Pearson

. Bent Paulson/Terry Doble

. Titw/Rucsandra Doctor

. Gene Koeth/Matt Heywood
. Allan Vorel/James Graham

Grand Masters (65 and older)
George Fisher/Greg Shea

. Buzz Levinson/Frank Workman
. Mel Nichols/John Crookson

Masters (55-64)
. Terry Timm/Mark Spiknall

2. Fritz/Jane Gram

w

. Colt Weatherston/Wendy Pfeffer

Finishes Total
6-1-3-1-1 11.25
3-3-2-7-5 20
5-4-4-4-10 27

1-2-11-14-3 30.75
2-11-1-5-14 32.75

11-8-6-2-7 34
12-6-7-6-8 39
4-7-19-3-9 42

8-5-8-12-17 350
9-10-2-8-13 52
10-16-16-11-2 55
7-19-5-21-4 56
16-14-18-10-6 64
19-9-9-13-15 65
17-12-13-15-12 69
13-18-10-20-16 77
14-15-24-16-11 80
18-24-15-9-18 84
22-21-17-17-19 96
21-20-20-18-20 99
24-17-14-23-21 99
20-13-23-22-22 100
15-22-22-19-23 101
23-23-21-25-24 116
26-25-25-24-25 125
25-26-26-26-26 109

Apprentice Masters (45-54)
1. Gonzo Diaz/Sherry Eldridge
2. John/Cathy Johns
3. Bob/Sandy Rowland

The Tradition Continues...

Sails
Covers
Masts
Booms

Rigging

vevyy

1st 1997 Gamblin Series/Winter Circuit
2nd 1997 U.S. National Championships
3rd 1997 District 6 Championships

1st U.S. Finisher (3rd Overall)
1996 Western Hemispheres

3rd & 4th 1996 U.S. Nationals

Featuring our Mylar Mag2 jib with glued seams, no stitching!

For more information on our sails, please contact us at:

Ullman Sails

410 - 29th Street

Newport Beach, California 92663

Phone - 714/675-6970
Fax - 714/675-6276

Email - ullman@ullmansails.com




Larchmont Regatta and Northeastern Championship

Nixon/Rosemont Claim
Northeastern Title

Snipes converged on the beautiful
Larchmont Yacht Club on the weekend of
June 21-22 to compete for the Northeastern
Championship Perpetual Trophy. The
Larchmont Yacht Club has been a gracious
Snipe host for the last few years as several
Atlantic Coast Championships and a West-
ern Hemisphere have been held there. This
clubis no stranger to big events and they like
Snipes even though we challenge their start-
ing line management skills to the max. The
Larchmont Race Committee is very grateful
forthe Snipe Class’ z-flag rule (several com-
mittee members have been heard to say “wow,
when that z-flag goes up, you guys behave...”).

The turnout was a little low and the reason
seems to be that some sailors are not having
the good sense to carefully check the regatta
schedule before scheduling their weddings
and other somewhat important life events.
Even though the numbers were low, as usual
the quality of the fleet was very high - miss a
shiftand half the fleet goes by (and there were
plenty of shifts).

The weather forecast was ominous with
high heat and humidity, however each day
there was a nice breeze of 5-10 knots turning
into anice seabreeze by late afternoon. Three
medium length courses were held each day.
On Saturday, Scott Nixon and Sam Rosemont
dominated with a 2-1-1. But behind them
there were five boats packed into just a few
points, so there was still a lot of dust to settle
on Sunday. John MacCrae and Melitta Hall
were at the front of this pack after a bullet in
race one. Butrighton their heels was John (“1
think I can cross”) and Maggie Manderson,
Long Islanders Pedro “MonteSanto Cooler”
Lorson/Susan Cushman, Bill “protest” Hall/
Lelia King, and Lee Griffith/Lorie Stout.
The Griffith/Stout team basically loved to
push the boat off the dock to obtain some
sanity as they arrived with one 7 yrold, 3 nine
yrolds, and an 11 yr old but no pets. I mean
this shore crowd can so befuddle these par-
ents that they even pushed off the dock Sun-
day morning with the daggerboard up on the
dock. Practicing without a rudder is one
thing, but Lorie and I quickly decided that
there is not much to learn sailing without the
daggerboard, so we went back to pick it up.

After the racing, everyone retired to the
awesome Larchmont clorinated saltwater
beach/lagoon/pool to cool off. Then an ex-
cellent dinner was served on the lawn of the
club. The balance of the evening was filled

by some simulated protest meetings to re-
solve some interesting issues from Saturday’s
sailing and learn the new rules. We are sure
that the jury composed of Scott “Da Judge”
Nixon, Her Highness Samantha, and John “I
got a scenario for ya” MacCrae ruled appro-
priately in all cases and everyone learned
something except John Manderson who said
he is going to continue sailing under the old
rules since he loves coming into the weather
mark on port (wonder if John ever sailed
Lasers). The result of the protest was that it
was disallowed but the witness, Lee Griffith,
was disqualified onaruling written up by Her
Highness.

Sunday was a carbon copy of Saturday
excepthotter. Nixon/Rosemont nailed things
down with a 2-1-5. The Manderson’s won
the day and a solid second in the regatta with
a 3-2-1.

—Lee Griffith
Nixon/Rosemont 2-1-1-2-1-5  11.25
Mandersons 7-2-2-3-2-1 16.75
MacCrae/King 1-5-4-5-4-3 21.75
Hall/King 3-4-7-4-3-2 23.0
Griffith/Stout 5-6-3-6-5-4 29.0
Lorson/Cushman  4-3-6-1-10-7 30.75
Lally/O’Brien 9-7-8-7-6-8 45.0
Mullane/Brooks 6-9-11-8-9-11 54.0

Snipe g

14 kt Gold and Sterling
Silver Snipe Jewelry S‘I U
14 kit

$396
$219

Boats Ster.
Earrings $139
Hat pin, tie tac ~ $89
lapel pin, pendant

Ster. 14 kt
Brooch or $94 $629
WM Skipper’s
Cap
Birds Ster. 14 kt
Earrings $79  $195
Hat pin, $39 $99
tie tac,
lapel pin,
pendant

SEITECH vpaunching Dollies

. ;m:’

' Suige Datly

Ideal for launching, moving, storing, and
protecting your boat. Light, strong, corrosion-
proof, maintenance-free. Aluminum  frame, engi-
neered plastic joint components, stainless steel fas-
teners, 3" wide sling, and large pneumatic wheels
with plastic hub make the dally roll easily over sandy
and rocky beaches.
UPS  shippable.
Comesasakit. Easy !
to assemble and dis-
mantle. Fits in car
trunk. 1-yr.warranty.
Call local dealer or
Seitech.

We've got a dolly for any dinghy!

SEITECH Marine Products, Inc.
P.0. Box 514, Portsmouth, Rl 02871 USA
Tel: 401-683-6898, Fax: 401-683-6897

E-Mail: Sei52@aol.com
Web: http//www.paw.com/sail/seitech

iINDWARD

ARK
Vi

For information or orders call:
1-800-405-6300

Tom or Julie usually answer 9 to §
Located in Monana W1
% of sale goes o SCIRA
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The Progression of a Snipe

UPDATE: Snipe 29191
This is the 2nd in a series of the progress
of Snipe #29191 built by Mike Wotovitch.
Part 1 was in the January 1997 issue.

Progress over the summer has been slow.
Lori and I spent the last two weeks of May in
Denmark visiting family. We had the oppor-
tunity to watch some of the Wibroe Cup in
Espergaerde. They had a good turnout. We
then spent a week in Amsterdam and had a
blast. Needless to say, we saw a lot of
wooden boats. It was a very good vacation!!

I have been able to get out and work on the
boat a little bit. The enclosed two pictures
show where she currently is. As you can see,
the hull structure is basically finished. We
have water sealed the cockpitand are ready to
turn the hull over for the “bodywork™; filling
in countersunk screwheads and little nicks
and dings that have shown up during con-
struction and laying in the stem cap.

Asyoucanseeinthepictures, Ichose tolay
out the cockpitin amore traditional old Snipe
style. This was actually an interesting part of
the construction since I had a lot more lati-
tude in the design. Building the hull was
relatively easy since the tolerances on the
dimensions were strict. But now, I could get
somewhat creative and decide what the pur-
pose of #29191 was to be. I wanted more of
a daysailer that we could race at the local
level and still retain the character of an “old
woodie.”

Since she is going to have wooden spars, I
opted to step the mast on the deck. The mast
won’t have near the flexibility of a modern
“bendy” mast and it just made sense to put it
on the deck even though I could probably get
more rake by stepping it on the keep batten.
I also wanted to make the cockpit as large as
possible. this should make for a more com-
fortable space plus give a little advantage for
crew weight distribution. The cockpit also
has the rolled down deck. I think is amust for
any wooden Snipe.

The final big design question involved the
centerboard trunk. I wanted to make it strong
because I have heard that this can be a weak
area in a wooden Snipe. I knew I was going
to put in two bulkheads fore and aft and I
thought the forward bulkhead could be lo-
cated so the front edge of the trunk could be
attached toit. This worked out very well. To
stiffen the back of the trunk I built a half-
bulkhead attached to frame #3. Th enclose
areas on each side of the centerboard trunk
will be closed with lift-off mahogany lids,
doubling as a sitting area. These storage bins
have already been dubbed the “beer boxes™!
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After the cockpit layout was designed, it
was time to build! The curvature of the deck
is moderate, using the formula in Harold
Gilreath’s book. The deck beams and center-
board logs are made of ash, with the stringers

being sitka spruce. I used left-over 3/8”
marine plywood for the bulkheads. #29191
willalso have about 7 cubic feet of Styrofoam
under the deck, just ahead of the forward
bulkhead and behind the aft. The hull is
surprisingly light, butI expect that will change
once it is painted and the mahogany deck
varnished.

I have also begun work on the wooden
spars. The boom is sitka with mahogany side
stiffeners. Itisslotted for the main’s boltrope.
Finished with five coats of sealer and varnish,
it looks real good. The mast will also be of
sitka, box construction and again slotted for

Zud in a series of Building a Swipe

the boltrope. Halyards will be internal. Cur-
rently, I am not planning on using spreaders
as the rig will be basic.

Thave to admit, when I started this project,
Idid notrealize it would be so time consum-
ing. But,ithas beenrewarding beyond all my
expectations! Thavereceived letters, photos,
e-mail, and phone calls from other Snipers
around the country withinputand encourage-

ment. There is no doubt that I chose a great ™

boat for my first building project!

If all goes well, we expect to be sailing
#29191 in the spring and hopefully compet-
ing in the local regattas in 1998. I will keep
you posted!

Mike Wotovitch

190 Ammons Street
Lakewood, Colorado 80226
e-mail: mwotovit@tvcusa.com




Open Belgium Championship

The Open Belgium National Champion-
ship, organised by the Royal Yacht Club van
" Belgie, Antwerp, was held at the marvelously
picturesque town of Brouwershaven, just an
hour across the border in the Netherlands.
The venue is excellent, with a large expanse
of tideless water, and is worthy of a far great
number of Snipes than the 19 that gathered
for this event. The racing was held in con-
junction with the Benelux Championships
for the Flying Dutchman, Finn, 470, Fireball
and Laser classes. The Belgian competitors
were joined by Guillaume Got and Anne
Romain from France, Jan and Jane Persson
and Svend and Christian Andersen from Den-
mark, and finally Brian & Ian Gregory and
the Butler brothers from the United King-
dom.

Saturday started hot, with temperatures
climbing to over 30 degrees Celsius, but due
to high cloud the sea breeze didn’t materalise
until the mid-afternoon, and most of the fleet
had been on the water for about 4 hours
before the race officer deemed there to be
sufficient wind in a consistent direction to
starttheracing. AlthoughSraces were sched-
uled for Saturday, only 2were completed in
the timeavailable. The new Olympic courses
were used to great effect. Bart Janssens &
Hans Verwimp opened their account with a
win, followed home by the competitive pair-
ing of Jean Martin Grisar and Y ves Ratinckx,
with Brain and Ian Gregory recovering to 3¢
after Jan and Jane Persson went to the wrong
mark whilst leading.

The Perssons made no mistake in the sec-
ond and last race of the day, leading home
from the consistent Grisar/Rantincx combi-
nation, with Herman Van Dormael and Luc
Verstraete picking up 3%,

After a long, hot day on the water all the
competitors and supporters enjoyed a meal at
the only Chineserestaurantin Brouwershaven.

Sunday was even hotter than Saturday, but
this time a natural easterly dominated from
early morning, and with a 10 am start time
everyone was up and on the water by 9 to be
certain of clearing the lock gates in time!
Although there was a delay to wait for the
wind to settle, the fleet was soon away, and
the Grisar/Ratincx pairing consolidated their
position with a win, with Janssens/Verwimp
second and Van Dormael/Verstraete third.
», Jan and Jane Persson showed the way home
in the nextrace. Grisar & Ratincx, although
they didn’t know how many more races there
would be, had already clinched the Champi-
onship at this state with yet another second,
meat in a Danish sandwich, as the Andersens

were third.

The fleet got cleanly away for the next
race, buttoeveryone’s surprise the race com-
mittee cancelled it at the windward mark,
presumably due to a port biased line and a
shift in the wind.

After adelay for arevised course to be set,
the Snipes then had to wait for the other
classes to start before the fleet was away. In
the much lighter conditions there was the
unusual sight of the two Devoti boats at the
front, led by “Big” Ben Van Cauwenbergh
crewed by Luc Wouters, who went on to win

So Jean Martin Grisar and Yves Ratincx
emerged as worthy Champions and received
the usual early bath.

The good news is that next year’s Champi-
onship will be held at the same venue, prob-
ably in September, but purely for the Snipe
fleet, and the locals are looking for at least 5
French, 5 Danish and 10 Brits to boost their
increasing numbers tomake it viable. A more
idyllic venue would be hard to find, the only
shame is that there are not yet any Snipes
competing for the Netherlands. Perhaps next
year!

the shortened race with Janssens/Verwimp —Chris Butler

second and the timber decked boat of Thierry GBR 29163

Den Hartigh and Greet Jansen squeezing into

third.

Results
Skipper/Crew Sail # Finishes Total
Jean Martin Grisar/Y ves Ratincx BEL 28156 2-2-1-2-(4) 9
Bart Janssens/Hans Verwimp BEL 28362 1-(5)-2-4-2 14
Jan/Jane Persson DEN 29252 4-1-6-1-(9) 19.7
Herman VanDormael/Luc Verstraete BEL24702 8-3-3-5-(13) 354
Thierry DenHartigh/Greet Jansen BEL 27141 5-4-7-(9)-3 36.7
Lode D'Hoore/Vera DeWilde BEL 29115 6-6-4-6-(8) 43.1
Svend/Christian Andersen DEN 25528 (16)-9-5-3-7 437
Ben VanCauwenbergh/Luc Wouters BEL 29164 14-11-9-(14)-1 52
Brian/Ian Gregory GBR 20641 3-10-11-10-(17) 54.7
Guy Celis/Birgit Dumez BEL 28544 9-7-10-(13)-6  55.7

- Wim/Dirk Ghys BEL 29177 10-8-12-7-(dnf) 61

Andre/Eric Callot BEL 28813 7-(17)-8-11-11 61
Dirk/Dina De Bock BEL 20214 13-12-(17)-8-14 71
John/Keith Butler GBR 29163 (18)-15-14-15-5 72
Patrick/Tom Keunen BEL 23649 12-14-16-(18)-12 78
Jan Dumez/Annick Van Meerbeck BEL 26811 11-19-18-(19)-10 82
Lieven Dosche/Olivier Verheist BEL 28046 15-16-15-12-(16) 82
Guillaume Got/Anne Romain FRA 29005 (ocs)-13-13-17-1582
Dirk Verylen/Peter Carmen BEL 28704 17-18-(19)-16-1893

NOTICE: Proper sail numbers and num-

ber size must be used on all Snipes.

ISAF passed a rule, which was adopted by SCIRA and is in the current
Rulebook 1996-2000. Numbers must be 12" (304.8 mm) high. This is for
sails built after Jan. 1, 1996.

“"Rule 64. In all races, skippers must use their own sails. Borrowed sails

may not be used. The number on the sails shall correspond to a
measured hull on which dues for the current year have been paid and
registered in the skipper's name. If he owns more than one boat, he may
use numbers corresponding to either boat."

Many sailors purchase used sails. YOU MUST CHANGE THE SAIL
NUMBER TO CORRESPOND TO YOUR HULL NUMBER. Likewise,
youmust use the proper sail number (ie. no missing number(s)). Please help
the race committee (& scoring people) and SCIRA by using your proper
number. (ie. I can't publish your results with your best friend's sail number...) —~&-
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European Autumn Report

SCIRA Europe has enjoyed a progressive
1997 race season with much inter-country
competition, which has been capped in the
announcement that Angola is to re-join the
Snipe Association with fifteen active Snipes.

The build-up of SCIRA Russiaaccelerated
during the year. This has been of amazement
to the Snipe World. Since Russia came into
the Association six years ago, they have built
up a strong following including junior, lady
membership and constructed a club house
complete with competitors housing, fully
equipped office block and own transport
unit. At present a further accommodation
building is under construction, programmed
to be completed by the spring of 1998. Rus-
sia proudly boasts a Snipe builder in St.
Petersburg, eighteen Snipes to date and a
third overall placing inthe 1997 Snipe Worlds.
This record of achievement is further high-
lighted in their winning the vote to host the
1998 Jr. Snipe Europeans against bids from
France and Spain. Respect and congratula-
tions have to be extended to the energy and
foresight of Alexei Fomin in obtaining such
results.

SCRIA Belgium has been in the shadows
over recent years. This country has a long
history of Snipe racing which André Callot
was not prepared to see collapse; as Snipe fell
from favor within his country. André to-
gether with fellow devoted Snipe- sailors
fought hard to retain interest both by the
Federation and sailing press. During 1996-
1997 the upward turn came and Belgium can
state that much ground has been reclaimed.
Top sailors are being recruited from other
classes in André’s advertising drive.

Belgium-André-is performing a great ef-
fort so that the Netherlands, where there are
some Snipes, would have the possibility to
build up a fleet.

With Snipe firmly entrenched in Europe
the time has arrived for my office to consoli-
date our position in forming committee’s to
cover many aspects to further promote the
class, placing much emphasis on our future
withastrong juniormembership, whilstopen-
ing entry of junior crews to Euro Champion-
ships.

In the closing of the sailing season comes
the European Boat Show Programme. France
will start the exhibition period with the De-
cember Paris Boat Show, Helsinki shall fol-
low. The exhibition season shall continue
through the winter with the UK closing the
circuit in March with the London Dinghy
Exhibition.
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The enthusiasm throughout Europe was
discussed at the Euro Secretaries Meeting,
San Diego. To encourage and meet the
demand of our sailors, Europe is developing
further majorregatta’s which shall also serve
as qualification to enlarge the participation at
Championship level.

A new Calendar shall be concluded by the
end of December 1997, so that it will be
possible that all are acquainted and can par-
ticipate in 1998 activity.

Congratulation to incoming Spanish Na-
tional Secretary Ricardo Rubio Vilar whilst
appreciation and gratitude to outgoing Carlos
Rivas following five years in office.

Europe is fully aware of the threat to our
class comes from the development of modern
lightweight fast boats. We are also aware of
the danger in becoming too complacent with
our strong following. Therefore we protect
Snipe from this ever present threat by work-
ing together with strong links of communica-
tion and speaking as one voice. SCIRA
Europe builds asolid wall around ourinterest
and hard fought gains against the continuous
onslaught of other classes.

For 1998 the prospects are good for the
Euro snipe membership and on publication
of next year’'s racing programme the inter-
country competition shall continue. This
international competition throughout Europe
is rewarding in friendship, development and
the true understanding of our many countries.

To the world membership I send greetings
with kind wishes for a successful year ahead
both on and off the water.

&)&/ European General Secretary

ﬁ" Anténio Roquette

Your 1 <&

Bird Housel

*Go-Fast Main & Jib Sheets!
*Pole Launcher Kits
* Custom Jib cars & plates
featuring HOLT-ALLEN
Compact AUTORATCHET
Sfor 5/16” line. Small & Light!

&

* Sea Sure gudgeons & pintles
*Adigle & Douglas Gill boots
* Henri Lloyd & Gill dinghy
sailing suits
* Full Service Rigging Shop
* Snipe Experienced Staff!
Sailing Supply
2822 Canon St
San Diego, Ca. 92106
1-800-532-3831
SAILING_SUPPLY@msn.com
We'll Ship Anywhere in the

U.S.A., Next Day Service.

[
|

3in 1 Cover
| Polyester Army Duck ... ... $252 ppd
| Acrylic - White ... ... ... ... $249 ppd
‘ Acrylic - Colors ... ... ... ... $263 ppd
| (Also available in Skirted Style.)
| Bottom Cover ... ... ... ... $242 ppd

Flannel lined waterproof grey
canvas with drain hole
Football Cockpit Bag ... $15 ppd
Hangs in cockpit and zips closed.
Daggerboard Cover ... ... $43 ppd
Flannel lined canvas.
Specify size and shape.
Rudder Cover
Flannel lined canvas ... $35 ppd
Nylon shell, foam lined ... $48 ppd

Visa/MC orders call Sandy Rowland: (937) 862-7781
OR see Bob, Sandy or Scott in Snipes 26746 & 26303

Our Covers Are Expensive
...so they can cos

. sure our covers may cost more, but they last longer! So
your cost per year of use is actually less than cheap imitations.

less!

» Fabrics finished to our specifications

* Strongest possible flat-felled (Levi) seams
+ More reinforcements than other brands

* 5/16" shock cord in hem & tie down points

» Designed for competitive sailors by multi-class
National Champion Bob Rowland
* Manufacturing & stocking Snipe covers since 1972

INVEST IN THE BEST... Covers by The Sailors' Tailor

Send check or Money order to :

3 The Sailors’ Tailor

191-SN  Bellecrest, Bellorook. OH 45305




Indiana Open

September 6-7
This was our best Indiana Open in quite
some time-considering wind, the competi-

@™ tion, number of races sailed, courses, et al.

There were three Junior races sailed on Sat-
urday morning with 10junior skippers. Winds
were 5-9 mph. Crews were dads or other
seniors who loaned boats for the races.

On Saturday afternoon three races were
held as the winds increased to 12-18 mph for
the seniors. Sunday morning the winds
dropped to 4-8 mph and only one race was
held. Asthe scores show it was acliff hanger
right down to the finish with veterans Bob
and Sandy Rowland edging last years winner
Scottie Cline by one point in the Lilly series.

The Call series sailed the same courses.
Tug Townsend (a junior), the winner fol-
lowed by a newcomer to Snipes, Bryan
Jerman. Trophies were awarded to three
juniors, ten Lilly sailors and seven Call sail-
ors. All crews received a sailing shirt also.

—Buzz Levinson
Fleet 409 Captain

Snipe Tales I and

Snipe Tales II
order for the HolidaysIT

There are still copies of Snipe Tales I left.
It'sagreat book to own and fun to read. If you
don’t have it on your coffee table, order it
now. Everyone who has purchased one is
delighted with the neat stories, history, etc. of
the Snipe Class dating back to its inception in
the early 30’s. There has never been a Class
as unique as the International Snipe Class
(the Lightnings and Stars are a distant sec-
ond) and due to the proliferation of classes
there probably never will be another like it
again. The Snipe modernized thru the years
and is still today tremendously strong world-
wide. The Snipes builtin the last 25 years are
sturdy and durable and still provide the best
tactical and fun to sail boat in the dinghy
world.

Snipe Tales Il is coming! Please get your
stories to me and don’t get left out. Send as
soon as possible! Include a little of your
personal history in your article as this sets the
stage. Wealready have nearly 50 pages now
from latecomers for Volume 1, so get off your
duff and get your articles to me. Mail to:

Buzz Levinson
7631 Newport Bay Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46240-3370
p.s. We would especially like some stories
from recent sailors, i.e. the past 25 years.

Eli Lilly Series
Skipper/Crew

Bob/Sandy Rowland

Scott Cline/Cindy Hackett
John Sepanski/Chris Stahl
Jeff/Michael Evans
Jim/Julie Richter

Tom/Bill Townsend
Randy/Mary Fridlund
S.Kashimori/Meg Nishioka
Matt Heywood/Chris Bickley
Steve/Janie Stucky
Paul/Alex Levinson
Cliff/Minde Browning
Mike/Elizabeth Otto

Mel Nichols/Jim Towler
Bob Hill/Chris Velander
Paul Zent/Chris Constantine

Call Series

Tug Townsend/Buzz Levinson
Bryan/Ashley Jerman
David/Tim Dixon
Jim/Carolyn Hater

Dave Ryan/J. Constantine
Nathan/Sam Stone
Frank/Mark Workman
David/Josh Walsman

Juniors

Chris Stahl/John Sepanski
Alex/Paul Levinson
Michael/Jeff Evans

Bill Townsend/Dave Ryan
Tug/Tom Townsend

Fleet
Cowan Lake
Atlanta
Carlyle
Island Bay
Indianapolis
Indianapolis
Indianapolis
Cleveland
Barton
Indianapolis
Indianapolis
Indianapolis
Gull Lake
Wolf Lake
Acton Lake
Indianapolis

Indianapolis
Indianapolis
Island Bay

Acton Lake
Indianapolis
Gull Lake

Indianapolis
Indianapolis

Carlyle
Indianapolis
Island Bay
Indianapolis
Indianapolis

Chris Constantine/Steve StuckyIndianapolis

Chris Velander/Bob Hill
David/Tim Dixon
Ashley/Bryan Jerman
Elizabeth/Mike Otto

Acton Lake
Island Bay
Indianapolis
Gull Lake

Junior Winners

Finishes
1-1-2-5
3-6-1-3
2-3-3-4
6-6-4-1
9-5-7-2
10-10-6-6
7-9-8-8
12-4-10-9
5-8-13-10
11-7-9-11
8-13-5-12
4-12-14-13
16-16-11-7
15-14-12-15
13-11-16-16
14-15-15-14

3-2-1-1
1-3-4-3
2-5-5-2
5-6-2-4
4-1-8-8
7-5-3-6
6-7-6-5
8-8-8-8

4-1-1
2-5-2
1-7-5
5-6-3
3-2-10
10-3-4
6-9-6
8-4-10
7-10-7
9-8-9

Total
8.5
9.75

11
16.75
23
32
32
35
36
38
38
43
50
56
56
58

6.5
10.75
14
17
20.75
21
24
32

5.75

12.75
14
15
17
21
22
24
26
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Florida State Junior Championship

September 6-7
Miami, Florida

Afterplacing 10" last year, Vincente Lanz
came back strong showing a lot of skill in
high winds to score two bullets and win the
1997, 40" Florida State Junior Champion-
ship.

Weather did not cooperate this year as we
lost Saturday under heavy storms and thun-
derstorms. We had a excellent day on Sun-
day, but perhaps with more wind that we
would have liked to have: a Northeasterly
15-20 knots. Courses were triangles finish-
ing upwind.

Thanks again to the Coconut Grove SC for
hosting this Regatta and thanks to the Club
race committee led by Dick Reinke and a
team of Clubmembers: Jeanne Bunten, Vicki
Rosenbloom, Art Auwaerter, Will Bourne,
Nick and April Kirkendoll, and Club friends:
Jim Mayes and Alex Bowers. Our Commo-
dore Carl Straw persented trophies to the
first three skippers.

—~Gonzalo Diaz, Sr.
Fleet 007 Captain

PIrofiles

Harry Livingston, sitting on his well used
Snipe (as the SCIRA stickers would indi-
cate), has been sailing with Fleet #93 for well
over thirty years, although for the last several
years, he hasn’t gotten his boat out much.
When Harry retired and moved to Colorado,
he resigned from the club and stores his boat
in ashed. He has always remained a SCIRA
member and dutifully send his dues in even
though he’s not officially a member of the
club.

Since he hadn’t sailed in quite a while and
his boat has seen better days, Harry decided
to sailin the B fleet at our District regatta. No
one thought this was inappropriate or even
questioned it. We were even fortunate since
he made up the three boat minimum!

Well, Harry happened to win all four of the
races and apparently felt bad about beating
some of the younger sailors that were new to
the Class. He approached me and asked to be
withdrawn from the compeition. He actually
wanted me to find a reason to disqualify him
from the B fleetraces. Reluctantly, I honored
his request by announcing that he didn’t
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Photo: left to right: Adrian Diaz, Andrew Blom, Clay Bischoff, Molly Chen, CGSC Commodore CArl Straw,
Will Green, RC Chairman Dick Reinke, Vicente Lanz, Meredith Bailey.

Skipper Sail # Yacht Club Finishes/total
Vicente Lanz 26457 Miami 1-1 1.5
Clay Bischoff 22851 Coral Reef 3-2 5
Will Green 28791 Coconut Grove 2-3 5
Meredith Bailey 27276 Palm Beach 5-4 9
Adrian Diaz 26395 Coconut Grove 4-5 9
Molly Chen 24950 Coral Reef 6-6 12
Andrew Jacque 24776 Coconut Grove  7-7 14
Andrew Blom 25407 Coconut Grove 8-8 16
N

realize thatsailing was like

riding a bicycle, in that

you never forget how.

This was a pleasant surprise to those he beat,

and I thought it would be appropriate to

honor Harry for his selflessness in support of
the Worlds Best Class.

—James Rix

District 2 Governor

S —— —

This is a new column for the
Bulletin. If there is someone in
your fleet you would like to pro-
file, send a photo and brief story
by mail or e-mail. ed- jwb J

|




