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€T2'The Snipe Class \iorld's Championship Regatta 1s to

be held in historioc and picturesque Havana starte
ing November 20th and running until December four.
Above, in yachting cap, is Dr.Frank V.G. Penman,of
England and next to him is Francis Seavy, national
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UsS.Champion, In the lower left, the serious gent
is Jorge Mantilla, Cuba's hope. In upper right 1is
famous Commodore Rafael Poaso,Ceneral Chairmen and
organizer of the series.Bob Vreeland took the snap
of Seavy and others in Cuba are by Barcino.

WORLD'S CHAMPIONSHIPS WIND UP 195I

NATIONAL CHAMPIONS ONLY ENTRIES TO COMPETE IN HAVANA

Starting on November 29 and running through to
December 4th the Snipe World's Championships races
will be held in Havana, Cuba. This is the same out
fit that organized and ran off the Western Hemis-
phere Championships last year which was stated to
be the best run regatta ever staged for 8nipes. No
less a personage than Ted Wells - who is qualified
as an expert, if any one ever was - has made a sim-
ilar statement.

The Club Nautico Internacional de la Habana is
the name and headed by Commodore Rafael Posso and
his many willing and able assistants, it 1s a fore-
gone conclusion that not one item will be omitted.
And the Cuban Snipe skippers are no beginnera when
it comes to racing a Snipe. The Cuban National Ch-
ampion is Jorge Mantilla who acted as crew for the
Brazilian entry in last year's races and who raced
at the Midwinter Champs in Clearwater last year.

According to Gonzalo Melendez, who ought to be
an expert on local conditions, the month of Novem-
ber brings their strongest winds - eighteen to 20
miles am hour - with correspondingly big seas vhen
races are held off the entrance to Havana Harbor,

Northwestern winds predominate at the time of
year when the races are scheduled and if it is too

bad outside, there is plenty of room up in the Bay
vhere races can be staged. He reports that tidal
currents are not troublesome and would make little
if any difference. Melendez further reports to us
that through the Spanish National Secretary,compet-
ing skippers and crews as well as all National Sec-
retaries will be guests during their stays in Cuba.

As this is written it is pretty early to 1list
the actual entries and, in case you don't already
know 1t, entries are limited only to the national
champions of countries where thers is a reccgnized
Snipe organization. The U.S. entry is, of course,
Francis Seavy of Clearwater Yacht Club. Dr.Frank V.
G.Penman of England will be the British entry with
Jorge Mantilla racing for Cuba. Other entries that
will be made come from Argentina, Brazil, Portugal,
Spain and poasibly Norway. It is also expected Can-
ada will be on deck. France, Italy, Uruguay,Switz-
erland and other Scandanavian countries have fail-
ed so far to state whether or not they will be on
hand. Boats are to be supplied by the Cuban Snipe
floeta and will be drawn for prior to each event.
Each skipper must use his own sails with the corr-
ect racing numbers on them. No skipper may sail in
the same boat twice nor can he use his own Snipe.

Next month Snipe Bulletin will have the story.



On the week-ond following the Nationals on Bar-
negat Bay, as a totally unexpected developement,
12 gluttons for punishment packed up and travelled
to Lake iohawk, N. J. for the North Atlantic Coast
Championship. This was the most entries ever to
conpete in this Oldest of Sectional Championships.

The wind was northwesterly, rather puffy and
varisd from about 2 to 10 mph. After the seas on
Barnegat Bay 1t was like sailing on a millpond.

The first race was sailed Saturday afternoon at
2.30 and saw 8 of the 12 boats changa position so
often that it kept the spectators tonsed up as to
who would be the winner. ithen the cannon went off
it was for Beth Olson of Beachwood who had about a
5 length lead over Ray Kauffman, City Island, 2nd
and Bud Stillmun, Money Island, 3rd.

A turkey dinner was served to the oontestants
Saturday evening, followed by a dance .

The second race was held Sunday morning at 11
o'clock. The wind was still from the northwest al-
though slightly lighter than the previous day. Ray
Kauffman took an early load but was soon passed by
Bud Stillmun and Beth Olson. Terry Whittemore mov-
ed into first for a brief time but was hung in a
cove and the final gun saw Ray Keauffaran regain lst
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Bud Stillmun who finished third. Above, right, Victor Larson of Lake Chautaugua
Photos by Bob Vreeland

KAUFMAN KOPS NORTH ATLANTIK KOAST KHAMPIONSHIPK
BY BUD STILLMUN (INGLUDING ABOVE HEADLINE)
Beth Olgon, 2nd and .Bud Stillmun,3rd.

As the skippers adjourned for lunch the results
showed Beth and Ray tied for first with 3121 pts.

The afternoon race saw the same weather condii-
ions as the morning with Ray and Bud getting out
well ahead of the pack and battling, nip and tuok,
around the course. Ray came in firat assisted by a
fishing plug and about 100 ft. of nylon line that
Bud picked up on his rudder. Bud was second, Terry
Whittemore, third, Kermit Nicholson of Pine Beach
fourth and Beth Olson just nosing out Bob Vreeland
of Newport by 10" for S5th.

The final standings were as follows:

Ray Kauffman, City Island, first 4721 pts
Beth Olson, Beaohwood, second 4417 *
Bud Stillmun, Lioney Island, thira 4409 o
Terry Whittemore, L. Quassapaug, fourth 4109 =
Vie Larsen, L. Chautauqua, fifth 3894
Bob Vreeland, Newport, sixth 3539 o
Kermit Nicholson, Pine Beach, seventh 3537 =
Frank Apgar, L. Parsippany, eighth 3285 ¢
Klesiock, Amityville, ninth 3011 =
Ton Lundquist, L. Chautauqua, tenth 3009 =
Ohngemach, Lake lohawk, eleventh 2885 "
Bogart, Sea Cliff, twelfth 2523 =
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Snips from
the SNIPES Bill

Yachting Monthly, a British magazine, went all
out for Snipe in its September issue with a -sharp
M Snipe picture on the cover and some more inside.

. The British Champion, Dr.Penman, says that he may

“~“be unable to get to Havana after alle- = Champion-
ship of Scandanavia was held at Abd,Finland, with
teams from Denmark,Finland, Norway and Bweden.The
wimner was Norway with Sweden second. Teams compus-
ed three boats. Individual champion was Erik 3Barw
ford of MNorway. - = Per Skjonberg was elected head
of the Scandinavian Snipe Racing Associntion, Ole
Corneliussen ls new Secoretary for Norway.

Comm. Bob Hoyt's “Little Protest”

Commodore Bob Hoyt enters a"little protest" on
the words in our last issue regarding the start of
the fourth race for tho Nationals, He says the are
gument mentioned did not materialilze and here is a
note in his own worde as t0 what really d4id occur;
"The wind ehifted toward the north, and the line ,
already set in favor the port tackers,was then too
heavily favored that way. Nine or ten boats wore
over and, as previously announced at the skipper's
meeting, & blast of the whistle was blown for each
boat observed to be over.We were not able to note
all the numbers.There was no response from any of
them and after a short pause the whistle blastas of
the Committee Boat were repeated. Still no mnotice
from the fleet. Then the gun was fired and stillno
response, I'll admit by thie time that the Commit=
tee was upset, But there was no argument, We anne
ounced at the skipper's meeting that such starts
would be recalled.To make matters worse, we had no
ocourler boat for that race and finally managed to
get some nearby crulsers to go after the boats. By
nov the Snipes were all over the Bay,.

ﬁfﬁh On the second try,the wind shifted more and we
“4had the scme conditions, With more than half the

fleet over too soon, we fired the gun again but by
this time they heard and understocd and all return-
ede The third try wa=s successful and all got away."

Incldentally, in checking the records, we find
that the Jommittee was right as simllar recalls in
champlonship races have been made plenty of times,
Not where other classes were starting but in cases
such as this, it 1s common practice.

LARSEN SAILS

LOUIS J. LARSEN racht Sallmokers
50 WARREN STREET » NEW YORK 7, N. Y.
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Emmons on Snipe Measurement

I have noted Wells' article in the October Bul=-
letin on maximum measurements. Over the years we
have worked in all the different tolerances imagine

able.I have flattened the keel and arced it. Have
raised and lowered the chines; built to the absole
ute minimum and also the maximum, We have watched
the boats for results. WVe find that the boat built
to the medium as shown by the drawingse 1s just as
fast and will win just as many races.Some 1lndivid-
ual boats are faster than others but this d4aid not
come from any tampering with the lines.Tho fastest
boat we ever bullt was bullt to the first set of
tolerances figured out in 1939,.The tolerance was 3"
instead of 3" as eventually accepted.This boat waa
measured and passed by a fanatic on detail. Snipes
that won at Barnegat Bay did not 4o so because of
maximum dimensions and minimum weight.Those Snipes
were sailed. Don't forget that there were s

Snipes that finlshed way down tne list,21e?b, ’
for instance. Usually, a skipper over the years
will average about the same position regardless of
the make of boat.

Snipe Dinner on January 8th.

The New York Boat Show will run from January 11
to 19th, 19562, and already plans are going forward
for an annual Snipe dinner.The date will be, as in
former years, the last Friday night of the Show or
January 1l8th. Hold this date open and watch thease
pages for further dope on vhere it will be held.

Welcome Home, George Shead !

George Shead of Clearwater,who ran off the big
Snipe r egatta there,has served out his time in the
Korean war and has returned to home port, dischare
ged as a Lieutenant-colonsl. Many Snipers will wel.
ocome George baok on the job again

EMMONS DELUXE SNIPE, NO. 5547 Envious

Racing Record. 1950 Point Score 1619. Two

Suits Sails - Fully Equipped and in excellent
condition. 8 500.00 -William R. Morgan,
5435 West Dakin St., Ghicago, 41, Iil.

1952 U.S. Nationals

Ko decision will be made on the U.8. Natlonals
for 1952 until the annual meeting in New York be-
fore the dimner in January. Bids are expected to
come from Oshkosh and Green Lake, Wiaconain, Great
deal of work has already been done on it by Pete

RAGING SN
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: 689 Minnciord Ave., City Island 64, N. Y,
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Leach for the Green lake Snipers. Other localities
consldering the possibility of holding next yearta
National Championships should have full and comple-
ete data in the hands of the Bxec. Secretary on or
before January 18th, 1952. Maps, photos, informa =-
tion on housing, meals, spectators, press and all
possible pertinent information should be given. A
representative of the fleet or club should be ava-
ilable at the meeting to answer queations,

Pigeon SNIPE Spars
Rigginqg & Fittings
Laminated Fish Poles
East Boston, Mass.

Snipe Association has just 12 of the 1951 rule
and record books left. If you want one send a buck
to the Executive Secretary. Vie'd like to use them
all if possible.

MARTIN LEADS POINT SCORE RACE

Point scores for the past season are coming in
every day now and already there are a lot of them,
dead man as this is written is Harold HMartin from
Dallas, Texas, Fleet No.l in Snipe lN0.23. His tot-
al score is 1696 for 1l races.Jack stettler of the
summer camp at Corey Lake, Mich., is second with a
total of 1668 for 17 races. Earl Marshall of Port
Joefferson, N.Y., is third with 1656 for 12 races .
Be sure your Fleet Captain sends in your scores.If
he doesn't do this they will not appear,

Snipe Sails
Custom Built by Guy Roberts

Clearwater, Florida
1951 JR. & SR. NATIONAL GHAMPIONS

SOUTHEASTERN WINNER 14 YEARS

Building A Lightweight Snipe
by Owen Duffy

If you are building a Snipe, by all means make
overy effort to hold the weight of your ocompleted
boat down so that when she is ready to sail, fully
equipped, she will weigh the minimum of 450 pounds.
Not only that, but hold the welght of your hull so
that it 13 1light enough to allow for the maximum
weight 80 pound dagger beoard, and stlll not exceed
450 pounds total.

If there is any one point on which all top ra-
nking skippers agree,it is the necessity of hold-
ing to minimum welight. So,to get started off prop-
erly in bullding a hot Snipe, by all means plan to
build it light.

It i3 impossible to make the minimum weight if
an 80 pound board is to be used unless you make it
entirely of the lightest material available, There
is only one wood which may be used for planks with
full assurance that minimum weight will be made.

Viestern red cedar, which should be used in ver-

VARALYAY shires

(FOR THOSE WHO PREFER QUALITY
RIGGING—-SPARS
GARDENA, CALIF.

tical graln cnly, as the flat grain does not fin-
ish as well, Northern white cedar, now so diffiocu-~
1t to obtain will do, and Southern white cedar, or
juniper,as it is usually called,will do if you are
careful to use light weight boards of this specles.
Some juniper is a little on the heavy side and the sm
boards should be carefully selsected. K
The best material to use to frame your hull is
Juniper, which, being light and fairly tough,forms
a satisfactory wood for the purpose. It is better
than Sitka spruce because 1t is lighter and has a
high resiastance to rot, which spruce does not have
Sitka apruce may be used as second sholice for fra-
ning and it is light enough to do the job.Probably
most of the light weight Snipes are frame of this
wood and it 1s quite satisfactory,particularly for
a boat that is to be dry sailed. Juniper and Sitka
spruce are the only woods recommended for frames,
if light weight is to be accomplished in the boat.

The lightest possible deck beams may be madeof
western red cedar which has proven satisfactory in
these members, By all means use mahogany ply wood
for the deck as this 1s about as light as fir, and
will make a much better jobsA piece of mahogany is
best for the rudder and this 1s the only place in
the boat other than the plywood deck where materi-
al heavier than spruce should be usede

To sum this all up, the entire boat should be
built of western red cedar, juniper, quarter in.ply
wood and one plece of mahogany for the rudder.Make
your planking,transom,dagger board trunk and deok
beams of western red cedar and everything else may
be juniper or spruce,

It may seem odd to some to build a boat using
none of the heavy oak, mahogany, etc.,usually used
in boat construction, but Snipe is designed so sub-
stantlally that none of these woods are necessary
to make a perfectly satisfactory and entirely ser- ﬁﬁ%%
viceablo Snipe. Hold the size of materials to pro-
per specifications and don't make them oversize. A
lot of heavy cockpit trim or any other trim,blocks,
braces, etce will end you up with a boat that will
be overwelght, Do it properly and including your
most important 80 pound dagger board, you will be
right with a 1little to spare for experimental hard-

. ware and 30 on.

Snipe Building Plans

Booklet $2.00

Blueprints $5.00
522 STELLAR AVE.PELHAM, 65, N.

THIS SIZE AD WILL COST
YOU FIVE BUCKS

DID YOU GET A GOPY? o

SCIENTIFIC SAILBOAT
RACING
BY TED WELLS
FOUR DOLLARS FROM ANY BOOK
STORE OR DODD, MEAD & GO.

432 FOURTH AVE,N.Y, 16, N.Y.
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Some more personalities at the U.S.Nationals as we
promised last month. Upper left is Kermit Nichol-
son, skipper of Dodger II. He 1s Fleet Champion of
Pine Beach, N.J. fleet, Lower left is Bob Hoyt,Jr.
who finished second in the Nationala., The "fatman"
in the center picture is not fat at all. It is Ted
Viells making a double check on wind velocity just
before start of third race. The gent with the duck

bill hat and speca is Guy Roberts of Clearwater.He
made the salls for the winning boats - Juniors and

Seniors. He,himself,finished 8th.The balding chap
directly under Vells is “Pete™ Leach of Green Lake
Vilsconsin Fleet. On the right, top, is Morris Whit-
ney, new U.S.Junior Champion with his crew Rocky
Carriock of Clearwater, directly below him. Photos
are all by Bob Vreeland of Newport, N.Y. Fleet.

WELLS WINS AT LAKE LOTOWANA

‘Don Mac lvor,second); Eddie Williams, third as twenty-four Snipes compete on

beautiful Missouri loke

By JOE RAMEL

The annual Lake Lotowana Snipe Regatta held on
September 15 and 16th was won by the almost tradi-
tional winner, Ted Vells, of Wichita Sailing Club.
He has won this event three out of four times and
this time he really did a perfect job by coming in
first in all three of the races,Don MacIvor,alsoof
Viichita was second which means that Viichita Snipe
skippers must be pretty good,

Eddie and Eleanor Viilliams placed third ahead
of all the other Lake Lotowane sailors. Twentyfour
Snipes participated, having come from VWichita,Man-
kato, (Minn.), Omaha, Council Bluffs, Tulsa, Dallas,
and Springfield, Ill,.

Vleather played an important part as all of the
visiting boats had to be launched in the rain. The
first race was started in a light rain after being
postponed for an hour in the hope that it might br-

eak awaye The other two races, held next day took
place without benefit of much wind and turned out
to be old=fashioned drifting matches.

One of the visiting boats was damaged in launch-
ing but the skipper,Harry Richardson and his crew
Frank Fariday, sailed Billy \iicker's Yellow Peril
and so they were able to take part in all of the
races and other activities,

A dinner-dance waa held at the iiisscuri  Yacht
Club house on Saturday evening. After the races on
Sunday, all the sailors and spectators were given

BOAT LUMBER

Cedor - Mahogany - Sitka Spruce
Teak - Oak - Cypress - Redwood

WATERPROOF EXTERIOR PLYWOOD 3/32 1o 1" — 8" 1o 18’ long
MAURICE L. CONDON CO. INC.

270 FERRIS AVE. Dept. D7 WHITE PLAINS, N, Y.
Tol.: WH &8.4(11 Open Saturdays




a luncheon of fried chicken. Trophies and prizea
viere presented by Joe Ramel, Lotowana Snipe Fleet
Captain. The final standings of the boats follow;

1st Ted Wells, Wichita, Kans,

2nd Don Maclvor, Viichita, Kana.

3rd BEddie Viilliama, Kansas City, Mo,
4th Jack O'Brien, Council Bluffs, Iowa.
5th  John T. Hayward, Tulsa, Oplae.
6th Harold Martin, Dallas, TexXase
7th Dwight Weatholt, Kansas Clty, Mo,
8th Art Stock, Kansas City, Mo,

9th  John Vi, Rix, Wichite, Kansas
loth Jim Paxton, Omaha, Neb.

Lith Floyd Hughes, Omaha, Nebe.

12¢h R.8.Gozzaldl, Dallas, Texas.
13th Howard Elwell, Mankato, Minn,
14th Byron S8impkins, Kansas Clity, Mo.
18th Joe Goetzs, Xansas City, Mo.
l6th Tex hannay, Kansas City, Moe
17th  Chet Rembleski, VWichita, Kans,
18th Joe Ramel, Kansaa City, Mo.
19th Bill Montague, Springfield, Ill,
20th Harold Jones, Wichita, Kans.
21st Walt VWieber, Kansas City, Mo,
22nd Harry Richardson, Omaha, Neb.
23rd Diock Lloyd, Mankato, Minne

24th L.P.McElwaine, Tulsa, Okla.

MAIN SHEET JAM

THE MOST IMPORTANT RACING
FITTING EVER MADE

DUFFY & ROBERTS
1712 _Ashton Street, _ Ghattancoga, 5, Tenn. |

Racing SNIPE Sails

from .
.All American Sail Co.
3933 N. Ashland Chicago

Some used sets alsd available

SIGN ME ON

fer a years
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Good Ship
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Larry Wheeler Wins at Put-in-Bay
| by Clyde Gischel

The Great Lakes Chumpionshipa were held on Aug.
11, 12 and 13 at Put-In-Bay in Lake Erie with the
Portage lLakea Yacht Club serving as host and spon-
gored by Inter-Lake Yachting Assoce. in oonjunction
with the §8th Annual Regatta.

')

A small group of eleven sallors represented six
olubs with three boats from Indian Lake, unfortun-
ately miasing the first race due to a brealkdown on
the road and their inability to meke the last fer-
ry the night before.

The three races for the Commodore Chalmers
Burns trophy were salled around a 4% mile triangu-
lar course; two of the races being sailed under
ideal conditions of wind and weather and a third
which was pretty much of a drifter. Harry Levinaon
of Lake Viawasee won the first and third race and
Ham Joknson of Portage lekes Y. Ce won the second
race although Larry Wheeler with a seoond and two-
thirds came through to win over Harry Levinson who
had a seventh in the second race to give him a se~
cond for the series.

Carl Zimmerman was third and Frank Levinson,who
pust have used this race as a tune up for the Na-
tionals,viewing his position as third, was fourth,

The Dunphy Team trophy was won by Frank and
Harry Levinson with a first and fouwrth in the fi-
rst race and a first and third in the second race
with Larry Wheeler and Carl Zimmerman finishing
geocond with a second and third in the third race
and second and sixth in the second race.

The loss of the Dunﬁlh&'ream trophy by the Port-

age Lakes Yacht Club,whi¢h has won it for the past %
three years, was offset by Larry Wheeler winning
the Chalwers Burna and bringing it back into the
Club after Frank Levinson won it from Carl Zimmer-
man the year before, so everybody was happy.

Competiting sailora were feted at a barbeque
affair on Saturday night and a luncheon on Sunday.
Everyone seemed to enjoy the regatta at Putln-Bay.

How they finished: _
lst, Larry Wheeler, Portage

Lakes Yacht Club ] > 3 4409
2nd, Harry levinson,Wavasee
Yacht Club N 1 7 1 4356
3rd, Carl Zinmerman,Port-
age lakes Y.C. 3 8 4 4109
4th, Irank Levinson,Vawasee
Yacht Club 4 2 7 4046
5th, dJames HotCaliery, bia= ‘
mond Lake Y.C. 5 4 (-] 3890
61:5, Bamilton Johnson,Fort=
age Lakes Y.C. 6 1 9 3849
ﬁth. Poete loach, Green Lake
Yacht Ciub _ 7 8 2 3766
8th, Clyde Glshel, Portage
Laies Y.Co 9 6 5 35648
¥ Jac an, wawasee
Yacht Club 8 9 8 3202
‘10th, John Keyser, Gull Lake
cht Club 11 10 DNF 2822
1lth, Nate Vhiteside, Glen
Lake Yacht Club 10 11 DNS 1861

"HIS OUT, FILL IN 8 WITH 8150 )
[0, Snipe Association, 522 Stellar

tlham, 65, N.Y.




THE SOUTHWESTERNS

By JOE BECKER
) PHOTO BY PAUL V. TOHMS
@ Down Dallas way they held their annual regatta,
. oalled the Southwesterns, early in September, with
Snipes competing from White Rock 8.C., Dallas 8.C.
Corinthian, Houston, Shreveport, Tulsa and the de-
funct Corpus Christi Fleet. Viinds were reported to

Here 18 a atart of one of the Snlpe races on VWhite
Rock Lake, Dallas, for the Southwestern Regatta.

R

be light and spotty with luck playing an important
part in the finishes,

From more or less disconneoted reports received
it looks as i1f Skipper Harold Martin and his orew
Maurice Martin of Dallas Corinthian had everything
their own waye. Hollis Metcalf of Shreveport with
his crew Bob Lawton were second and Dave North of
Sequoia Yacht Club at Tulsa, Oklahoma came in 3rd.
Freddie Deere of White Rock was fourth and Dave Mec-
Cracken of Dallas 8.C. was fifth. R.S.Gozzaldi of
Corinthian was sixth, Louis Kuntz of White Rock in

eventh and L.Reed of the Houston fleet (defunct )
@as last.

¥White Rock Sailing Club took the Snipe Team Ch-
ampionship with Shreveport second and Corinthianin
third apot. In a free for all in which boats from
other classes toolt part, Snipes finished in firsa¢
six places, the winner being Hollis Hetcalf of Sh-
reveport, Loulsiana,

Africa Sending Entry to Havana

last minute reports from Commodore Posso about
entrlies in the World's Championships which will be
held at Havana,Cuba, starting Nov.29, show entries
a8 followsa;

Doefinite entries; Cuba, Argentina, U,8.,8pain ,
Brazll, England,French Weat Africa. Probably there
will be an entry from 8Switzerland and the Scandine
avian countries, Norway,Finland,Sweden,Denmark are
being worked on at present. Portugal has not been
heard from but will probably have an entry.

Remlin Wins Harrison Trophy
for Snipe Long Distance Race

Joseph Remlin won the Milford Yacht Clubts Long
Distance Race late€ in August by covering the dist-
ance, 12 miles, in three hours flat. Joe is from
Cedar Point Yacht Club, Conn. Remlin won in 1947,
1948 and again laat year to retire the trophy plac-
ed in competition by Charles M. Harrison, hardware
merchant of liilford, in 1936, Thls year Mr. Harrison
mlaced a new trophy in competition and Joe now has
© 1e first leg on it. Remlin's 8nipe, F.B.I. was in
—~the lead right from the start. The Harrison Trophy
Race is the only long distance Snipe race.

Get your friends in SNIPES

John Nicholson of the newly formed Thames Rlver
Fleet was second and Patricia Burley of Cedar Point
was third.Less than two seconds separated these two
boats at the finish, Other boats as theyfinished;

¥ild Goose,Quassapaug Sailing Club,George Schwenk.
Seintillation,Cedar Point, Jack VWatson.
Beedlebaum,Quassapaug 8.C., Hi.Upason.

Bewildered, Quassapaug 8.,C., Robert Chatfield.
Drippin', Milford Y.C., Bert Knopf.

Petrel III, Milford Y.C., Robert Doolittle

Jay, Midford Y.C., Joan Gunther

Sandpiper, Kilford Y.C., Jim Giblin.

No.8634, Quassapaug S.C., Thomas St.John., (Disq.)

Two of three boat team winning
New York State 1951 Championship
were built by

EMMONS at Brewerton,N.Y.
Jim Wolf writes to Jim McCaffery

Dear Jim McCaffery;

Eleven years ago I dumped my new Thompson Snipe,
which cost me a total of £215.,00 delivered, comple
ete with sails, into Diamond Lake, Joined the Club
and with the cooperation of the other half-dozen
Snips skippers, organized the Diamond Lake Snipe
Fleot No.l1658,.

The fleet grew up.it 1s now considered the largesat
active Snipe fleet in the world. )
I am very proud of that fleet, and I am proud of
the sallors who have grown up with it,
This weelk one of the finest skippers we have prod=
uced leaves us when you join forces with UncleSam,
You really have grown with the fleet,Jim, and now
we affectionately oall you "Champ™.Your skill with
Snipe has brought you a warehouse,full of trophies
and your earneatness,modesaty and perennlal display
of good sportsmanship have won for you the respect
of all your opponents.
Good sailing,Champ, we'll miss you.

Jim Volf.
(Reprinted from Diamond Lake's Fleet News of Aug.
30th,195)l. We can all say ‘amen' to the splendid
letter Jim Wolf wrote.)

Springfield, |ll.,Fleet Coming Back

Harry G. Newman,Jr.,839 So.MacArthur Boulevard
Springfield, Illinois, writes in that he is making
good progress toward reforming the long dead fleet
Imown as Island-Bay, No.9l. There are now nine re-
glstered Snipes and two or three more are joining
up shortly. He asked for and recelved full infor-
mation on just how to go about it as none of orig-
inal Snipe fleet seems to be left. ) ‘

Snipes W/N with Sails

by
[THURSTON SAILS,INC
of

WARREN, RHODE ISLAND
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WELLS' WANDERINGS

When in Rome o ¢ o

The old adage which recommends copying the actions of the
local boys when you are away from home has its limitations
when an attempt is made to apply it to saliing under widely
varying conditions. There are two basic problems which
must be separated in order to get the answer. One pertains
to tactics as affected by tricky local conditions in which
local skippers may have an advantage due to their intimate
knowledge with these local conditions. The other involves
the difference in technique between sailing in large bodies of
water with big waves and on small bodies of water with no
waves,

The value of knowledge about local conditions is pretty gen-
erally over rated. Usually any smart skipper would figure
out most of the things for himself, and usually the problem
is that you get so much advice concerning local conditions
that you don't know which to ignore and which to follow.
I have actually run in to only two cases where it was nec-
essary to plan tactics on the basis of local advice. One of
these cases was in Long Beach, California, where in three
of the five races it was necessary to go on to a port tack
immediately after the start and hold that tack until you could
lay the mark, or you ran out of water and hadtogoona
starboard tack for awhile until you could go back on the port
tack again. A similar condition seemed to exist in Havana
when sailing inside the harbor. I was never able to figure
out any logical reason why these conditions should exist,
but they did.

The problems pertaining to technique which face the inland
lake skipper the first time he gets on a large body of water
with big waves and the problems facing the skipper accus-
tomed to sailing on large bodies of water when he first tries
lake sailing are just about equally difficult to solve.

With large waves and a fairly good wind the lake sailor will
not be too badly off going to windward; however, when he
starts on a reach or a run he will think he has his anchor
dragging. If he runs into a heavy chop or large waves with
a fairly light wind he won't even be able to go to windward.
On the other hand if Francis Seavy had been racing at Lake
Lotawana in the recent Missouri Yacht Club Regatta he would
probably have been removed from his boat in a straight
jacket and probably wouldn't have gotten out of his padded
cell in time to go to Havana.

Trying to do as the Romans do isn't very helpful in this case
as the skipper out of his accustomed surroundings can't see
that anyone else is doing things any differently than the way
he is doing them.

The technique for making a boat go to windward in high
waves or heavy chop is logical and sounds easy - it simply
involves not pointing too high. Unfortunately, in practice
the lake sailor will find that it doesn't work quite as easily
as it sounds and it takes quite a lot of experience to be able
to master the technique. It is particularly difficult when the
waves or chop exist in a moderate wind.

When I went to Havana last November I had sailed in four
regattas at Clearwater, Florida, three at Corpus Christi,
Texas, and one in Long Beach, California, and thought I knew
the answers pretty well when it came to handling waves.
However, in two of the races on the Gulf of Mexico the wind
was from about six to eight miles an hour and the waves
about three times as high in relation to the wind velocity as
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I had ever seen anywhere else, and I simply couldn't make

any progress to windward. In one of the races in Clearwater
in March of this year there was a fairly heavy chop on the
Gulf with a fairly light wind, On the first windward leg I
didn't seem to get organized at all. On the second wind-
ward leg I managed to get things under control and do all
right. The secret of success seems to be that the amount
that you should bear off is very very slight and you must
keep your eyes glued on the luff of the jib to be sure that you
are pointing exactly where you should be. A microscopic
amount too high and your boat just jumps up and down. A
microscopic amount too far off the wind and you just fall off
without going any faster than you would be going if you were
pointing properly.

When the wind gets up to around fifteen miles an hour or
higher the lake sailor won't have quite as much trouble going
to windward in waves as the boat then has enough momentum
so that the impact of the waves doesn't slow it down as
easily; however, it is under these wind conditions when the
lake sailor will have his greatest trouble going off the wind.

The first year that I went to Clearwater we sailed three
races on the Gulf, all of them in winds arcund fifteen miles
an hour. I went to windward alright but on the reaches and
the runs the Florida boats went by me like the Twentieth
Century passing a slow freight. Running down the inside
channel behind the island after the race was over, (where
there were no waves) I could catch all of the boats that had
passed me during the race, but unfortunately they didn't
give any trophies for getting back to the Yacht Club first,

I was thoroughly baffled by the whole situation as I was sure
that I was handling the boat as I always had handled it and
there was obviously nothing wrong with the boat or the sails
as I could catch everybody on the way home; therefore it had
to be something that I was or was not doing in the race, Ted
Kemensky gave me the answer - which is to not fight the boat
on a reach and a run.

When reaching or running in a heavy chop or fairly good
sized waves the boat seems to want to head in practically any
direction except toward the mark. The lake sailor constantly
attempts to correct these tendencies with his tiller - which
seems to do a wonderful job of slowing down the boat. The
answer is to let the boat go dashing off where ever it wants
to as long as it stays within thirty degrees or so of the
average course that you want it to follow. This involves
keeping the tiller absolutely motionless except when the boat
goes too far off of its course or when it looks like an acci-
dental jibe might be coming up.

There are a lot of other things which must be considered,
of course, which I won't mention here (see Scientific Sailboat
Racing - advt.) but I believe that the most important thing
for a good lake sailor to learn is that he must practically
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bolt the tiller down to the deck so that it can't be moved or =

he will be moving it a great deal more than he should.

The problems of the deep sea skipper sailing on inland lakes
will be taken up next month, ‘



