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S Providing the Best of Both Worlds

2832 Canon St. This was another successful year for Sobstad Sails at the Winter circuit, but the results only

San Diego, CA
92106

tell part of the story. What you don't see is the individual victories of our customers on the

water and the service that George Szabo provided at the circuit to help Sobstad customers
Telephone go faster. From helping people tune their rigs, sharing rigging ideas, answering questions off

(619) 226-2422
Fax Number

thewater, and helping people fine tune their sails on the water, we were there. Do you need

(619)226-0682 some of this great information too? All of this is available every day when you contact us here
szabo@sobstad.com at the loft. But does it help? Just ask our customers, they'll tell you it was worth the call.

www.sobstad.com
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THE COVER:George Szabo and crew
Jeff Baker lead the pack at the Bacardi Series
in Nassau, stop 3 on the Winter Circuit.

THE COUNT: 1 number was issued this

month, to Italy.

NUMBERED SNIPES: 29444

CHARTERED FLEETS: 848



I took part in the VIII Snipe Class World
Master Championship 1998 held in Cordoba,

™ Argentina as a competitor. This champion-

ship was hosted by Club Nautico Cordoba,
and with great efforts of many Argentine
SCIRA members and volunteers, it finished a
remarkable success.

Especially, as acommodore, I would like to
thank Mr. Francisco Agusti for his devoted
labor.

The winner was Ms. Bibi Juetz, and her
crew Felipe Vasconcellos, Brazil. I would like
to say congratulations from the bottom of my
heart to Bibi, who is very famous SCIRA
sailor and at the same time one of my best
friends.

Expecting a greater evolution in the future

Around the Snipe World

SNIPE CLASS INSTRUMENTAL
IN 2 MAJOR US AWARDS

The Snipe Class recently submitted nomina-
tions to US Sailing for 2 of their major awards:
W.Van Alan Clark, Jr. Sportsmanship Award,
and the One-Design Club of the Year Award.
Both our candidates were chosen. Congratu-

Alations to Gonzalo Diaz, Sr. of the Miami,

Florida fleet and Mission Bay Yacht Club,
recent host of the 1997 Snipe World Champi-
onship.

SNIPE SCREEN SAVER

The Seattle fleet is in progress to create a
computer screen saver of Snipe sailing. They
are requesting good color photos with a brief
caption or description as well as name of
photographer and fleet name, to be sent to:
SCIRA, 1833 Tustin Street, San Diego, CA
92106, USA. Photos will be returned if you
include your address! For more information,
contact Mark at: mwilson@starbucks.com.

NATIONAL
CHANGES
The SCIRA office has been notified of the
following changes:

Brazil

Alvaro Fonseca, Jr.

Iate Clube de Santa Catarina - Veleiros daIlha
Av. Silva Jardim 212, Prainha

Florianopolis, SC Brazil, 88020-200

SECRETARY

. c-mail: icsc-vi@floripa.com.br

France

Phillippe Roy

60 Rue de longchamp

75116 Paris, France

telephone & fax: +33-1-47-27-14-52

From The Commodore

of the masters’ world, and also expecting the
attendance of many master members at the
next, the IX Snipe Class Master World Cham-
pionship 2000 in Denmark, I would like to
send a part of my salutation for the opening
ceremony;

As many of you might know, the masters’
races are becoming very active these days.
We can find the same situation in Japan.

A recent letter from Great Britain shows
that some people there are trying to organize
aSnipe elders’ guild. The entrants are former
champions, former Olympic representatives,
and those who stopped to attending the races
a long time ago but still, for some reason,
cannot forget the excitement of racing. Some
of them have regained the enthusiasm of their

younger days, having volunteered to coach
the training of club juniors.

I rarely see a class of boat which actively
holds more races than Snipe does in all cat-
egories of Junior, Masters and Women's with
the variety of 4 age groups in both genders. |
consider that the associations with officers
mainly retired from sailing are generally on
the decline.

On the other hand, in Snipe Class, we can
see the past Commodores sailing in the World
Championship as well as many officers, and
executive directors.

I am sure that this is the way a class boat
should be. I hope that more and more Mas-
ters’ races will be held world wide.

Akibumi Shinoda

Gonzalo Diaz, Sr. was recently nominated from the
Snipe Class for the United States Sailing Association
National Sportsmanship Award, which he subsequently
won. Typically the award is presented at the Spring
USSA meeting, but Gonzalo was busy sailing at the
Winter Circuit, so arrangements were made to present
his award at his regatta, the Don Q. Ding Schoonmaker
of USSA presented the award. Following is an excerpt
from the submitted nomination.

1997 W. Van Alan Clark, Jr.
Sportsmanship Award

"Sportsmanship means different things to
different people. In the Snipe Class there is
no doubt that “Old Man Diaz” represents
what sportsmanship is all about. Gonzalo
Diaz, Sr. came from Cuba in 1959. Once he
got his family safely to Miami, it is rumored
that he returned to sail his yellow wooden
Snip across the straits. It is stories like this
which made this man a legend.

In the Snipe class, we believe that sports-
manship means supporting all com-
petitors, competing with integrity,
and building for the future of the
sport. Mr. Diaz is a superb ex-
ample of sportsmanship in each of
these definitions, and the Snipe
class is proud to nominate him for
the National Sportsmanship Award.

Mr. Diaz is an accomplished
sailor. His sailing achievements
include 2nd at the 1959 Snipe
Worlds (Paul Elvstrom was 1st),
2nd at the 1959 Pan American
Games in Snipes, and the Cuban
National Snipe Champion in 1958.

While Mr. Diaz can be found at
the top of the fleet at most regattas,
more often than not you will find
him hanging around the finish line
to befriend and help a tailender.

Mr. Diaz has held many positions in the
Snipe Class both nationally and internation-
ally. He's a member of Coconut Grove Sail-
ing Club, home of Snipe Fleet 7 which hosts
the Don Q Rum Keg Regatta. To this day Mr.
Diaz refuses to charge an entry fee for this
event.

Despite his on-the-water accomplishments
and contribution to the learning curve of many
of his peers, the Old Man’s greatest contribu-
tion to the sport may be his local fleet building
and his support and hard work with junior
sailors.

There are varying definitions of sportsman-
ship. In the Snipe Class we know without
doubt that Gonzalo “Old Man: Diaz, Sr. is a
true sportsman of the highest caliber.

For thatreason, the Snipe Class is pleased to
nominate Gonzalo Diaz, Sr. for the W. Van
Alan Clark, Jr. Sportsmanship Trophy.”
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Midwinter’s

Clearwater, Florida
Clearwater Yacht Club
March 21-24

Former National Champion Doug Hart and
Scott Lindley from San Diego, CA won the
60th annual Snipe Midwinters by half a point
over defending champions George Szabo
and Carol Newman. Moderate breeze and
cool temperatures (50’s on Sunday!) domi-
nated the six race, one throwout series, and
the victory came down to the final minutes of
the last race.

Constantly changing conditions rewarded
the gear changing Hart and Szabo had worked
so hard on for last fall’s World Champion-
ship. A breakdown in the first race used up
Szabo/Newman’s throwout, and a tight port
tack approach to the weather mark the last
race forced them to spin two sets of circles.
Though they caught back up to sixth, they
could not pass the one extra boat necessary to
beat Hart/Lindley overall. Class newcomer
Tyler Moore from Annapolis, teamed up
with ace crew Samantha Rosemont, led over-
all until the throwouts were counted in.(28
boats)

Midwinter Results

Skipper/Crew Sail #
1. Doug Hart/Scott Lindley 29314
2. George Szabo/Carol Newman 28672
3. Jack Franco/Jeff Baker 29702
4. Tyler Moore/Sam Rosemont 2610
5. Alex/Lisa Pline 29147
6. Birger Jansen/Liv Ulveie 29410
7. Stu Robertson/Lisa Griffith 29109
8. Hal Gilreath/Will Glenn 28142
9. Craig/Mimi Beardsley 29148
10. Don Bedford/Steve Stewart 29013
11. Federico/Sebastian Romero 28983
12. Robert Oberg/Kari Warren 26130
13. Shinichi Uchida/Kenji Sawada 27283
14. Charlie/Michele Bustamante 27872
15. Gonzalo Diaz, Sr./Greg Saldana 28814
16. Matt Bryant/Ron Hyatt 29373
17. Harry/Sarah Levinson 26894
18. Don Hackbarth/Christenson 29014
19. Mitchell/Kristen Rogers 27273
20. Bill Welch/Anne Rogers 29400
21. James Richter/Buzz Levinson 24500
22. David Mulhausen/B. Hackbarth 16104
23. Halvor Poulsson/Eder Rhger 27410
24. Jerry Thompson/Allen Capellin 24702
25. Sherry Welch/Trudy Bixby 27772
26. Bob Foster/Carly Franklin 26397
27. James Andraitis/Bev. Keller 24600
28. Tom Parks/Bonnie Robertson 24020
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1998 Midwinter Circuit

(XXXII) Don Q Rum
Keg Snipe Regatta

Miami, Florida
Coconut Grove Sailing Club

March 27-29

George Szabo and Carol Newman repre-
senting the San Diego Yacht Club and Mis-
sion Bay fleet #495 from California easily
won the XXXII Don Q Snipe Regatta with
consistent 2-3-2-1-3 finishes. 13.5 ahead of
the second place Jimmie Lowe and Gavin
McKinney from the Royal Nassau Sailing
Club, Nassau Bahamas with 23 points.

We had sailors from Japan, Argentina,
Bahamas, and Norway sailing in this Interna-

tional Regatta. The Japanese crew, Shinichi
Uchida and Kenji Sawada, sailing a char-
tered boat, placed 4th with very consistent
finishes 7-4-8-4-7. The Argentinians,
Federico and Sebastian Romero, sailed very
well to a 10th place finish in spite of a DSQ.

High winds did not let us sail on Friday but
we had magnificent weather on Saturday and
Sunday. 3 races on Saturday with 10 to 15 kts
winds from East and Northeastand 2 races on
Sunday with Northeasterly winds 15 to 20
kts. Biscayne Bay at its best!!

The Coconut Grove Sailing Club Race
Committee Chairman, Jack King organized
and successfully conducted the races and was
helped by: SNIPE CLASS Rep. Phil Rich-
mond from Annapolis and many C.G.S.C.

Fleet Finishes Total
Mission Bay (9)-3-3-2-4-2 14
Mission Bay (dnf)-2-1-1-5-6 14.5
Alamitos Bay 2-(11)-2-6-1-5 15.75
Annapolis 6-1-6-4-3-(9) 19.75
Annapolis (13)-9-7-3-6-3 28
Norway 7-(10-8-5-10-1 30.75
Alamitos Bay 11-5-5-10-7-(14) 38
Lake Lanier 3-4-10-(14)-11-11 39
Lake Lanier 5-6-(14)-7-8-13 39
Mission Bay 4-(14)-12-8-9-7 40
Cordoba, Argentina  1-8-4-12-(16)-16 40.75
Annapolis 10-15-13-(20)-2-10 50

Enoshima, Japan 12-7-9-11-12-(20) 51

8-13-11-13-13-(15) 58

Miami 17-12-(20)-16-15-4 64
St. Petersburg 16-18-15-18-(22) 75
Winchester 14-20-16-17-14-(21) 81
Atlanta (20)-19-18-9-18-18 82

St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg

15-21-17-15-20-(24) 88
19-16-19-(22)-17-22 93

Indianapolis 21-(dnf)-22-21-23-17 104
Atlanta 24-22-25-19-(26)-19 109
Norway 22-17-24-23-25-(dnfN) 111

(dnc)-dnc-dnc-dne-19-12 115
23-23-23-(24)-24-23 116

Alamitos Bay
St. Petersburg

Clearwater 18-24-21-@nf-p20-dnf 116
Atlanta 25-25-dnf-dnf-(dnc)-dne 131
St. PCtCl’SbLIl‘g 26-27-(dnc)-dnf-dne-dne 136

members and friends of the Miami Snipe
Fleet. We received a lot of praises from the
sailors about the excellent Race Committee
work.

Hope you all come back for the XXXIII
Don Q Rum Keg Regatta in 19991!!

Gonzalo Diaz, Sr.,
Regatta Chairman

The Winners Photo:

Standing, left to right: Jimmie Lowe, Hal
Gllireath, Shinichi Uchida, Alex Pline, George
Szabo, Craig Beardsley, Birger Jansen, Jerry
Thompson, David Tillson, Federico Romero,
Jack Kina R.C. Chairman and Carl Straw
C.G.S.C. Commodore. Front: Gavin McKinney,
Will Glen, Kenji Sawada, Lisa Pline, Mimi
Beardsley, Liu Ulveie, Robert Lindley, Barbara
Tillson and Sebastian Romero.




Don Q Results

1998 Midwinter Circuit

Skipper/Crew Sail #
1. George Szabo/Carol Newman 28672
2. Jimmie Lowe/Gavin McKinney 28811
3. Hal Gilreath/Will Glen 28142
4. Shinichi Uchida/Kenji Sawada 27283
5. Alex/Lisa Pline 29147
6. Craig/Mimi Beardsley 29148
7. Birger Jansen/Liv Ulvie 29410
8. Jerry Thompson/Robert Lindley 24702
9. David/Barbie Tillson 27567
10. Federico/Sebastian Romero 28983
11. Gonzo Diaz/Carlos Guevara 28812
12, Gonzalo Diaz, Sr./Greg Saldana 28814
13. Doug Hart/Scott Lindley 29314
14. Robb Walker/Rowena Carlson 29044
15. Stu/Erin Robertson 29109
16. Emesto Rodriguez/Naomy Basto 27363
17. Don Bedford/Steve Stewart 29013
18. Kevin Downey/Cristi Stroud 24776
19. Roberto Lizano/? 26457
20. Bob Oberg/Michele Bustmante 26120
21. Steve/Julie Carr 27276
22. Brent McKenzie/Nancy Gilreath 25840
23. Gavin/Holly O'Hare 29016
24. Ken/Kay Voss 26900
25. Matt Bryant/Karen Park 29373
26. Don Hackbarth/Marita Christensen 29014
27. Lee Griffith/Lisa Griffith 29204
28. Carr Moody/Rick Jarchow 27364
29. Bill Welch/Anne Rogers 29400
30. Tod Sackett/Lee Sackett 28575
31. Lori Lowe/Sherri Welch 25235
32. Robin Baker/Robbie Kahle 25058
33. Fernando DeCardenas/Jeremy Roberts 689
34. Jay Chen/DJ Suarez 24950
35. Jim Janda/Mitch Harvey 28791
36. James Richter/Frank Workman 24500
37. John Hill/Stephanie Carroll 28628
38. Henrik Wennerstrom/Kippy Bolz 28694
39. Dave/Barbara Carroll 28244
40. Halvor Poulsson/Rager Edel 27410
41. Peter Welles/Sean Dougherty 25197
42. Montarroyos/Montarroyos 24995

Photo: Start of the Bacardi. 29314: Chuck Sinks/
Scott Lindley; 29108:Don Bedford/Steve Stewart;
28672: George Szabo/Jeff Baker; 28069:Jim Belford/
Peter Dillon; 27015: Umberto Valle/Piera Alberta.

Dennis Kelly photo.

Fleet
Mission Bay
Nassau

Lake Lanier
Enoshima, Japan
Annapolis
Lake Lanier
Norway
Alamitos Bay
Mission Bay
Cordoba, Arg
Miami
Miami
Mission Bay
Mission Bay
Alamitos Bay
Miami
Mission Bay
Miami
Miami
Annapolis
Miami

Lake Lanier
Mission Bay
Miami

St. Petersburg
Atlanta
Barnegat Bay
Miami

St. Petersburg
Cleveland
Nassau
Miami
Miami
Miami
Miami
Indianapolis
Atlanta
Miami
Atlanta
Norway
Atlanta
Miami

Finishes
2-3-1-1-3
5-2-11-3-2
4-8-p20-2-1
p20-4-7-4-6
p20-11-3-12-10
10-14-20-16-4
8-16-2-5-dnf
14-17-15-6-15
9-6-26-15-12
1-dsq-4-10-7
13-25-10-7-dnf
17-21-14-14-5
3-1-0cs-13-9
21-20-12-8-14
23-9-9-19-20
11-12-6-17-o0cs
ocs-5-8-20-8
12-13-22-22-19
16-28-24-25-11
ocs-22-17-11-13
18-15-25-32-24
22-19-18-24-dnf
26-7-ocs-23-18
30-23-16-29-23
34-24-13-28-dnf
ocs-10-23-26-21
15-18-dnc-9-ocs
35-30-p20-21-17
20-29-32-30-26
29-26-31-33-22
32-36-34-27-25
24-32-29-34-o0cs
31-39-30-35-27
37-40-28-37-28
28-31-33-38-o0cs
27-37-35-28-dnc
33-41-36-39-29
19-27-ocs-dnf-dnc
36-33-21-dnc-dne
ocs-35-p20-31-ocs
38-38-37-36-dnc

p20-34-dnf-dnc-dnc

Total
9.5
23
29.75
37
53
64
66
67
68
68.75
69
71
71.75
75
80
87
88
88
104
110
115
118
120
121
124
127
129
132
137
141
154
160
162
170
171
173
178
178
182
191
195
202

SEITECH Launching Dolly

Snipe,
| Finn, &
470 Dolly

Ideal for launching, moving,
and storing your boat. Light,
strong, corrosion-proof, maintenance-free.
Aluminum frame, engineered plastic joint
components, stainless steel fasteners, 3'-
wide sling, and pneumatic wheels with
plastic rim & Delrin needle bearings. Rolls
easily over sandy and rocky beaches.

Comes as a kit. Easy to assemble,
no-tool breakdown - ;
into 3 pieces. UPS
shippable. One
year warranty.

Choose 16" x 4"
Standard Wheels or
19" x 9.5 FAT Wheels

We've got a dolly for any dinghy!

SEITECH Marine Products, Inc.
PO Box 514, Portsmouth, RI 02871 USA
Tel: 401-683-6898, Fax: -6897
E-Mail: Sei52@aol.com Web: www.seitech.com

Overall Winter Circuit
Zimmerman Trophy

Final Results

1.George Szabo

2 Birger Jansen/Liv Ulveie
3.Federico/Sebastian Romero
4 Shinichi Uchida

5.Don Bedford/Steve Stewart

121
156.75
168.25
172
186.75
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Bacardi & Gamblin Series,

Overall Zimmerman
Nassau, Bahamas

Royal Nassau Sailing Club
April 1-4 (Szabo's Snipe journal)

Took the noon flight from Miami to Nassau,
it looked like half of the Mission Bay Snipe
fleet was onboard, a taxi cab to the sailing
club, went straight to the bar, said hi to “your
the man” Eddie the bartender, ordered a
Kalik and joined the rest of the Snipe fleet
that was sitting on the porch. Eventually the
boats showed up so we began rigging. Back
in the clubhouse a new pecking order was
being established on the ping pong Table.
Don Bedford had a strong start and was
looking unbeatable. We threw everything we
had on him. When no-one could beat him, our
hopes were on Shinichi Uchida from Japan.
Unfortunately Don beat him too, so now Don
is the new man to beat on the ping pong table
in Nassau. Maybe one day he will be able to
put his name on the wall for that.

The first day of sailing it was blowing
straight down the bay with good whitecaps.
The whole fleetlooked out and thought “we’re
not going out there” we later found that the
wind funneled by the club and was stronger in
front of the bar and the big white caps were
caused by the outgoing tide. We ended up
with 15knots and Jeff and I won both races.
The Bacardi Party was that evening. Three
blenders running at one bar, enough rum to
make the table sag at the other bar, and more
Conch fritters than you wanted to eat.

Day two had lighter breeze, two more firsts
for us but that was to be the end of our luck.
John Papadopoulos had a great first beat and
was in the front of the fleet for a bit and The
heavy team of Bedford /Stewart (3501bs) had
agreatrace before lunch but were a bitslower
in the afternoon race. The Commodore’s
party is always the evening when you realize
that Nassau can be a little bit different than
the rest of the world. When we pulled up the
man at the gate politely told us that the boss
would like for us to park in the parking lot.
Every house should have a parking lot.

Day three, back for more sailing, this time
with shifty breeze off the land. Two teams
were over early, one was us. When we finally
got to the weather mark the fleet was just
about at the reach mark. Guch. Back at the
pool at the lunch break the Argentines who
didn’t go back we even more unhappy than
we were. After lunch the second race was
very shifty. A large shift just after the start put
those that went right in front. We were on the
left of course. - That evening there was an
6 The Snipe Bulletin /May 1998

1998 Midwinter Circuit

Bacardi Results

Skipper/Crew Sail#  Fleet Finishes Total
1. George Szabo/Jeff Baker 28672  Mission Bay 1-1-1 2.25
2. Federico/Sebastian Romero 28983 Argentina 3-4.3 10
3. Don Bedford/Steve Stewart 29018  Mission Bay 2-8-2 12
4. Jimmie Lowe/Gavin McKinney 28811  Nassau 5-2-8 15
5. Dave/Barbie Tillson 27567 Mission Bay 8-3-4 15
6. Birger Jansen/Liv Ulveie 29410  Norway 4-7-6 17
7. Chuck Sinks/Scott Lindley 29314  Mission Bay 7-6-7 20
8. Gavin/Holly O'Hare 26016  Mission Bay 10-9-5 24
9. Robb Walker/Rowena Carlson 29044  Mission Bay 9-10-11 30
10. Stw/Erin Robertson 29019  Alamitos Bay 15-5-12 32
11. Jerry Thompson/Robert Lindley 24702 Alamitos Bay 6-13-14 35
12. Shinichi Uchida/Lori Lowe 27283  Japan 11-15-9 35
13. Don Hackbarth/Marita Christensen 29014  Atlanta 13-12-13 38
14. Robert Dunkley/Pat Dillon 29201 Nassau dnc-11-10 44
15. Halvor Poulsson/Edel Ragel 27410  Norway 14-14-9 47
16. Jim Belford/Peter Dillon 28069  Canada 12-16-dnf 51
17. Watt/Priscilla Duffy 25048  New Orleans 19-18-15 52
18. Peter Christie/Oliver Sosinsky 28693 Nassau 16-19-18 53
19. Jim Richter/Brett King 24500  Indianapolis 17-17-20 54
20. John Papadopoulus/Faillers 29015  Newport Harbor  20-20-16 56
21. Johnny Christie/Carol Osbomn 28693  Nassau 18-21-17 56
22. Umberto Valle/Piera Alberta 27015 ltaly 21-22-21 64
Gamblin Resuits
Skipper/Crew Sail#  Fleet Finishes Total
1. Shinichi Uchida/Lori Lowe 27283 Japan 6-2-4-11-6 29
2. Jerry Thompson/Robert Lindley 24702 Alamitos Bay 11-5-544 29
3. Federico/Sebastian Romero 28983 Argentina 2-0cs-6-2-1 3275
4. Don Bedford/Steve Stewart 29013  Mission Bay 8-9-12-1-2 32175
5. Birger Jansen/Liv Ulveie 29410  Norway 5-3-15-5-5 33
6.  Dave/Barbie Tillson 27567  Mission Bay 9-4-1-10-10 33.75
7.  Jimmie Lowe/Gavin McKinney 28811  Nassau 3-1-10-0cs-3 38.75
8. Robert Dunkley/Pat Dillon 29201 Nassau 16-11-3-3-9 42
9.  Stu/Erin Robertson 29109  Alamitos Bay 7-6-2-0cs-13 50
10.  Robb Walker/Rowena Carlson 29044  Mission Bay 12-8-12-9-12 53
11.  Don Hackbarth/Marita Christensen 29014  Atlanta 10-14-8-13-11 56
12.  Gavin/Holly O'Hare 29016  Mission Bay 14-13-9-7-14 57
13, Watt/Priscilla Duffy 25048  New Orleans 17-10-14-8-8 57
14.  Jim Richter/Brett King 24500  Indianapolis 15-16-16-6-7 60
15.  Scott Lindley/Chuck Sinks 29314  Mission Bay 4-7-7-dnf-dnc 62
16.  George Szabo/Jeff Baker 28672 Mission Bay 1-12-11-dnf-dnc 67.75
17. John Papadopoulus/Faillers 29015  Newport Harbor  13-17-17-14-16 77
18.  Peter Christie/Oliver Sosinsky 28693  Nassau 18-15-19-12-15 79
19.  Halvor Poulsson/Edel Ragel 27410  Norway 19-18-18-ocs-dnc 99
20.  Johnny Christie/Carol Osbomn 28693 Nassau 20-dnf-20-dnc-dnc 106
2l.  Umberto Valle/Piera Alberta 27015  Italy 21-dnf-dnc-dnf-dnc 109

excellent Bahamian diner at the sailing club.
The last day (4) of the Gamblin was the
best. Blowing 20 knots, t-shirt and shorts and
a great reach to the start (didn’t I write the
same thing last year?). The race started and
we got to the mark first. Two screaming
reaches and we opened up a nice lead until
our shroud parted and the mast came down.
Ouch. We tried hitch-hiking. The Argentines
wanted us to show them some leg but they
then decided that our legs didn’t look good
enough. Oh well. On the second triangle
Chuck Sinks’ shroud came out of his spreader
which bent his mast. When we got back to the
dock we added up the points for the
Zimmerman and found that we would still
win so we packed our boat and sipped gin
from coconuts for the rest of the afternoon
The best story of the last day is all of the ‘I

could have won if* stories. Of course if we
hadn’t broken a mast then . . ., if Jimmie
Lowe had gone back when he was over early
and had passed just one boat. . . . ,if Bedford
hadn’t had the 12th. . . ,if Jim Richter had
tacked for the other end of the line and passed
Shinichi then Jerry Thompson. . . . could
have won (upon learning Jim’s story wanted
to know where that Jim guy was and have a
few words), and then there was Tillson’s “If
I hadn’t stayed out so late. . .” The trophy
dinner was great! Day five was spent at Rose
island. ‘
Day six we flew back to Miami, picked up ﬁ%)
the boats from the shipping company and
spent the next 46 hours on the road driving

back to California.
George Szabo
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Copa de Canarias 1998

La regata se celebrd en Lanzarote los dias
14y 15 de marzo, con vientos de componente
norte de 20 a 25 nudos el sdbadoyde 15a 18
nudos el domingo. Se hicieron 4 pruebas de
las 6 programadas, ya que el primer dia el
viento duro y la fuerte marejada solo
permitieron que se hiciera una prueba. El
domingo mejord y se hicieron 3 pruebas.

The regatta was held in Lanzarote, March
14 & 15, with winds from the north of 20-25
knots on Saturday and 15-18 knots on Sun-
day. We were only able to hold 4 of the
scheduled 6 races, and on the first day with
hard winds and strong seas only permitted
one race. It was better on Sunday where we
were able to complete 3 races.

Hay que destacar el buen nivel en la flota
de Lanzarote, que ocupd las 8 primeras pla-
zas de la general, y la impresionante
exhibicién de Negri y Marti, que en
condiciones de viento duro no tienenrival en
Canarias. Tambié hay que hacer notar la
participacién de 6 barcos de Tenerife que
hacia mds de 15 afios que no participaban en
una competicion regional de esta clase.

We must highlight the great level of the
fleet of Lanzarote, that occupied the first 8
general places, and the impressive exhibi-
tion of Negri and Marti, with the heavy
conditions they had no rival in the Canaries.
We must also note the participation of 6
boats from Tenerife where it has been more
than 15 years since they have participated in
a regional competition of the Class.

Swipe Merchandise /¢

Watches with SCIRA logo: (M) $35.00

SCIRA Shirts: t-shirts: $10.00; polo shirts: $20.00

Snipe belts:
D-ring style; bird or SCIRA logo: $15.00
SCIRA logo with leather tabs: $20.00
All leather with bird stamp; $25.00
Best of Snipe Bulletin: $20.00
Blazer patches: $3.00
Window decals (inside or outside) $1.50
Blueprints to build your own Snipe; $20.00
Kevlar merchandise with the Snipe logo or bird
belt tape
Kevlar duffle bags ; $45.00, $60 & $70
(with your sail number embroidered!)
Kevlar bathroom "dopp" kits: $20.00

Kevlar wallets: $15.00
Kevlar checkbook covers: $10.00

Contact the SCIRA office 619-224-6998

Results
1

(3%

O Ny v s W

Aureliano Negrin — David Martin 1-1-1-(2) 3

Felipe Orito - Iiiaki Galdn 2-2-2-(4) 6

Pedro Ferrer — Wilfredo Tabares (DSQ)-4-4-1 9

Alfredo Morales — Gonzalo Morales 3-(5)-3-3 9

Sergio Morales — Alejandro Sdnchez 4-(8)-7-5 16
Luciano Garcia — Miordf; Teresa Lorenzo  5-6-6-(7) 17
Jose L. Lorenzo — Santiago Alvarez 7-3-9-(10) 19
Pedro de Armas — Jonas de la Cruz (12)-7-8-6 21
Martin Tejera — Jose Marrero 6-10-11-(DSQ) 27
Miguel A. Baneyto - Patrick Biddulph (11)-9-10-8 27
Fernando Medina — Alejandro Ramine 9-(14)-14-11 34
Fernando Marrero — Luis Morales 13-(DNF)-13-9 35
Manri Rodriguez — Cristian Sanchez 10-12-16-(DSQ) 38
Claudio Montalban - Francisco Belda 15-11-(17)-12 38
Matias Gomez — Marcos Sanchez (18)-13-15-14 42
Estanislao Bethenc — Echeide Toledo 8-(DNF)-5-DNF 43
Fernando Ojeda — Alicia Corral 19-15-(21)-18 52
Javier Fraile - Esteban Fraile 17-(DNF)-19-16 52
Jose Guerra - Francisco Santan 20-17-(24)-17 54
Alejandro Morales — Bruno Farray (DNF)-DSQ-12-13 55
Manuel Flores — Isaac Hernandez 21-16-(23)-19 56
Miguel A. Guerra — Daniel Armas (DNF)-DNF-22-15 67
Edmundo Beneyto - Carlos Beneyto 22-(DNF)-18-DNF 70
Andres Morales - Sacha Levy 16-(DNF)-DNF-DNF 76
Alfredo de Quitan — Mario Suarez 16-(DNF)-DNF-DNF 76
Jose Gonzalez — Raico Tabares (DNF)-DNF-20-DNF 80
Orlando Umpierrez — Alexis Hernandez 23-(DNF)-DNF-DNF 83

The Tradition Continues...

AR R R

Sails 1st 1997 Gamblin Series/Winter Circuit
2nd 1997 U.S. National Championships
3rd 1997 District 6 Championships

1st U.S. Finisher (3rd Overall)
Booms 1996 Western Hemispheres

Rigging  3rd & 4th 1996 U.S. Nationals

Covers
Masts

Featuring our Mylar Mag2 jib with glued seams, no stitching!

For more information on our sails, please contact us at:

Ullman Sails

410 - 29th Street

Newport Beach, California 92663
Phone -~ 714/675-6970 ULLMSTS A LS
Fax - 714/675-6276

Email ~ ullman@ullmansails.com
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S0 Years of Snipe Sailing Celebrated at Budworth Fleet #217

Seventy pastand present members attended
areunion dinner-dance to celebrate 50 years
of Snipe racing on Budworth Mere, a 100
acre lake setin the Cheshire countryside, now
just a few miles from Manchester Interna-
tional Airport.

The event was masterminded by fleet cap-
tain Mark Antonelli, assisted by his father
Roland and Mike Andrews, both very
longstanding Snipe sailors. While Mike was
not able to trace any founder members still
living, he was able to make contact with
several who sailed in the 1950s, so plenty of
reminiscing went on round the bar.

Delving into the club archives provided a
fascinating insight into dinghy sailing just
after the war. The fleet (and the club) was
formed by a group of war veterans frustrated
by the difficulties of re-establishing their off-
shore sailing activities. A supply of black-
market red cedar was located and a
boatbuilder persuaded to produce 18 Snipes
at a cost of £60 each. These were duly
registered with the USA and given sail num-
bers in the 6000 series. An apparently very
convivial series of summer weekends was
spent scouring the countryside of Cheshire
for a suitable stretch of inland sailing water
until a chance conversation took place in the

bar of the “Cock of Budworth” with the local
land agent. A deal to sail on Budworth Mere
was quickly clinched and the landlord of the
“Cock” agreed to provide storage for all the
sailing gear and of course liquid refreshment
after sailing. In the absence of any launching
facilities, a group of Italian prisoners of war
from a nearby camp were enlisted to man-
handle the boats across a field to the water’s
edge. The grand launch took place in appar-
ently lively wind conditions for it is recorded
that the Italians looked on with bemusement
as the fleet screamed off in all directions out
of control.

Thereafter, the fleet prospered and quickly
built up to 30 boats. Changing and launching
facilities were built, complimentary dinghy
classes were adopted and club membership
rose to a peak of over 500 members. There
are still about 30 Snipes sailing, froma golden
wooden oldie (10325) to a recent Persson.

Fromthe February 1947 Jib Sheet, precur-
sor to the Snipe Bulletin, “Our newest fleet
has just been chartered and has received its
charter No. 217. This fleet is to be know as
the Snipe Section of the Manchester Cruising
Association. Fleet Captain is Dr. J.AK.
Young, 473 Bury New Road, Kersal,
Manchester, England. Fleet measureris F.H.
Holden. All boats will shortly be measured.
Dr. F.V.G. Penman, National Secretary for
Britain, has assured us that England will
definitely have an entry at Geneva. He also
informs us that the British government has
completely forbidden the use of wood or
other materials for the construction of plea-
sure boats. This applies to both professional
and amateur builders and the Doctor winds
up hisletter with- “Whata world.” To this we
canonly say “Amen.” Inan earlier note from
Dr.Penman (1946), hereportsthathis “Snipe,
Gossamer, has been laid up since 1940 when
his sailing waters were covered with moored
logs to prevent Nazi seaplanes from land-
ing.” Our English fleets have a strong history
of Snipe sailing!

Russia Produces 1st Snipes for Junior European Championship

SCIRA Russia, in bidding for the 1998
Junior European Championship, realized the
travel distance to Moscow was significant.
The pledged to build 25 new boats for charter
for the Junior sailors so they would not have
to transport boats the great distance.

With the first boat out of the mold in Feb-
ruary, measurers were sent to verify SCIRA
standards, and a beautiful new Snipe was
born. The other 24 are currently under con-
struction in time for the 1998 Junior Euro-
pean Championship to be held in Moscow
July 8-15.

As one measurer commented, "these
Snipes have ideas from other Snipes in a
good mix, and it looks very nice!"

Congratulations to National Secretary
Alexei Fomin and SCIRA Russia for a
great start for their fleet!
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Confessions of a Women’s Sailing Convert

I used to disagree with the concept of
having separate Women’'s Snipe
events.....”Why do we need aseparate event?”
I asked. Isn’t that one of the great things
about the Snipe, that men and women can
compete equally? My memories of women’s
sailing in college were mixed -some positive,
butalso some memories of discovering where
the cat-fight stereotypes come from. And
besides, what would the parties be like, quilt-
ing bees? I just wasn’t all that enthused.

Then I went to the First Women’s Snipe
Worlds in Japan. It was the experience of a
lifetime. And Ilearned.. Ilearned that women
Snipe sailors were just like all Snipe sailors -
greatpeople. Great people to compete against
and to party with. The camaraderie was
excellent. No cat-fights to be found any-
where. And I learned. I learned that while I
have always felt the ability to compete equally,
not all women have had the same opportu-
nity. One of the top teams said that they had
had ahard time even getting a boat to practice
in because they were women. Another told
me they were generally ridiculed for wanting
to sail at all, much less steer. And I learned.
Ilearned that an international event is like no
other. Not only was the event well attended
(46 boats from Japan, Norway, the US, Uru-
guay, and France), the competition was ex-
cellent. Starting techniques vary around the
world, as does boat set up, steering style, etc.
Ilearned that pounding on the deck can be an
effective substitute for English at mark
roundings, too! AndIlearned. Ilearned that
the Japanese have been conducting a
Women's National Championship for the
past 10 years. Maybe they were on to some-
thing...

ThenIwenttothe Second Women's Worlds
in Spain. And I learned that my previous
experience inJapan had notbeen a fluke. The
same great camaraderie, the same stories of
bias in some countries, the same level of
competition, and this time 9 countries were
represented! And I learned one more thing,
that having a separate women'’s event was a
great way to promote the Snipe Class. Sev-
eral of the competitors had not sailed in the
Snipe before training for the Worlds. The
Snipe is such a great boat to promote to

women sailors. “All those lines” that some
have been complaining about make the Snipe
a perfect boat for women’s teams because
they allow for a great range of competitive
crew weights and strengths. Ithooted in both
Japan and Spain and, even though the aver-
age crew weight was significantly lower than
normal in coed events, the fleets handled
themselves very well.

So like many new converts, I am now a
zealot. Last year we held the first Women'’s
Nationals here in the US. By all measures it
was a success - it got new women into the
Snipe (at least one has purchased a boat
since), it got women who normally crew at
the helm, and everyone who participated had
a great time. Again, not a cat-fight to be
found anywhere. This year not only are we in
the US hosting the second US Women's
Nationals the weekend before the US Nation-
als in Gull Lake, we are also hosting the 3rd
Women's Worlds in Annapolis, MD on Oc-
tober 3-7. So here’s my plea: If you know of
any women sailors who are not already Snip-
ers, here’s a great promotional opportunity to
get them into a boat. If you are a woman
Sniper, PARTICIPATE! Don’t fret over
logistics, let apathy take over, or worry about
whether you are good enough, just figure it
out and COME! I promise you will become
a convert, too.

TIENS VWARI

Your#l <&

Bird House!

*Go-Fast Main & Jib Sheets!

*Pole Launcher Kits

* Custom Jib cars & plates
Sfeaturing HOLT-ALLEN
Compact AUTORATCHET
for 5/16” line. Small & Light!

&
g & P

* Sea Sure gudgeons & pintles
*digle & Douglas Gill boots
* Henri Lloyd & Gill dinghy
sailing suits
* Full Service Rigging Shop
* Snipe Experienced Staff!
Sailing Supply
2822 Canon St
San Diego, Ca. 92106

1-800-532-3831
SAILING_SUPPLY@msn.com

U.SA., Next Day Service.

We'll Ship Anywhere in the i

D,
4

L M TONSHIP
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Gull Lake -Site of the 1998 US Nationals

This year the US Nationals will be held on
abeautiful inland lake in Southwestern Michi-
gan, Gull Lake. Gull Lake provides the
perfect venue for everyone, especially fami-
lies. Gull Lake Yacht Club has a clubhouse
withall the necessary ameni-

enjoy the racing.

Tom VanderMolen, RegattaChairman, has
numerous social events planned that will add
to the fun and frivolity. Tom has surrepti-
tiously been planning this fun stuff for sev-

eral years. I am not about to

ties, including dining rooms, divulge his plans but you and
snackbars, excellent shower Registrationandsocial your family will be graciously
facilities, gorgeous grass form will be in the next hosted and entertained.

lawn leading to a sandy issue of the Snipe Bul- Gull . Lake is planning
beach, shaded parking lots, letin along with hous- somethl.ng for everyone.
several boat hoists and ing information. There will be separate series
ramps, ample docks and of races for wood boats with

much more. There is an

eighteen hole, perfectly manicured gold
course and several tennis courts. The lake is
spring fed with crystal clear water that is
drinkable. This place begs for the mother-of-
all water fights.

Lake sailors will thrive on the seldom steady
winds. Never give up for a favorable shift is
waiting. Eric Lind, PRO, will provide expert
race courses that will start on time, weather
permitting. I have sailed off and on at Gull
Lake since 1958 and can testify that you will

US Masters In Atlanta To Be
Extra Special

The 1998 USA Masters will be held Monday
October 19 thru Thursday, October 22 in
Atlanta at the Atlanta Yacht Club on Lake
Allatoona. AfteraFridaylay day youcansail
some more in the infamous Halloween Re-
gatta Saturday and Sunday October 24 and
25. This is a great opportunity to get together
again with your old Snipe buddies and party
and sail. MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW. As
usual the hospitality will be great. Housing
will be available in cabins and houses at or
near the club. All meals, including a special
brunch will be served in a casual atmosphere
a the clubhouse. No races are planned until
1:00pm each day. Course lengths will be set
to a provide reasonable race time lengths of
45min to 1 hour. Charter boats and crews
will be available, or we will help you arrange
to borrow/charter a boat in your area. Even
Harold Gilreath has promised to be there as
your Chief Race Officer. We are looking
forward to seeing all you old salts again. For
more information contact Don Hackbarth as
follows; phone 770 587 3653, fax 770 395
2801, email snipesgwh@aol.com.

appropriate trophies and a
best-of-show award for the best looking wood
Snipe. Older Snipes competing for the cham-
pionship will have their own set of trophies.
I look forward to seeing young and old,
beginners or experienced sailors, juniors,
families, old and new friends at this years
Nationals. A large turnout is expected, per-
haps similar to the 125 boat fleet at Green
Lake, Wisconsin. You will enjoy Gull Lake
and the 1998 Snipe National Championships.
Terry Timm

US National Secretary

Re_ga Y1a
No Yice

Boapy

District Governors and

Fleet Captains:

Call the SCIRA office for a currvent listing of
paid members before your Distriets or Sanc-
tioned regatta. Malling labels also avail-
abl:' for #10 - Just make sure you order in
1im

Time fo Gear up for Race Season

Check To make sureyou havea current decal
on your boat and royalties on your sails!
Have you ehecked out the new Racing Rules?
How about SCIRA rvles?

-- conterboard restraint (Rule 26, pg. 43)

-- outhaul restricter (Rule 43 pg. 46)

-- wast restraint (Rule 33, pg. 44)

WE'RE WILLING TO BET
YOWIl HAVE A GREAT TIME
AT THE

RIFF RAFF REGATTA
&

YOU ARE INVITED
TO THE MIDWEST’S MOST EXCITING REGATTA!!

DISTRICT 3
s»7 CHAMPIONSHIP

MAY 30 & 31, 1998
COWAN LAKE SAILING ASSOCIATION
CINCINNATI, OH

Competitive Sailing - Steak Dinner - Camping on Grounds
Call Bruce Kitchen for details - (513) 697-1098
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