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Uliman Sails
Winning World Wide

'85 RESULTS

1st Canadian Nationals 1st Wells Nationals

1st Bahamian Nationals 1,2,3,4 Pacific Coast Championships
1st Spanish Championships 1st Southerns

1st Norwegian Championships 1st Van Wesley Trophy

1st Scandanavian Championships 1st Midwinters — 5 Firsts

1,2,3,4 Masters Championships 1st Bacardi

1st Junior Nationals 2nd Gamblin

2nd US Nationals 1st Overall Nassau

3,4,5 World Championships 1st 86 Midwinters West

Make an investment in Performance.

Write or call Jeff Lenhart or Dave Ullman at:
ULLMAN SAILS, 410 29th St., Newport Beach, CA 92663, (714) 675-6970
Ullman Atlanta (404) 945-0788 Ullman Texas (214) 741-2364 Uliman East (516) 922-3422

YUTE | Scientific
SN IPE Sanlbpat
$3995 Racing

Thoroughly revised and updated by Ted Wells
and Lowry Lamb. Illustrated with diagrams

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICES: &nd photographs. Since it was first published

Ask about : ;
financing * Snipe complete exclusive sails $3995.00 in 1950 and through one revision in 1958,

* Snipe complete exclusive mast Scientific Sailboat Racing has established

boom and sails 3595.00 - . . .
itself as a classic of its kind for 1l-
* Hull without fittings 3395.00 classic of its kind for small-boat

M et 475.00 sailors. Now, it has been thoroughly over-
* Boom complete 135.00 hauled to take advantage of the latest devel-
FLEET DISCOUNT i Whisker pole _ 35.00 opments, particularly in equipment, that have
A"d'gllﬂleri: :me:;to * Trailer 395.00 come about in thf: last twenty years of sailboat
World Market. All prices are FOB Baltimore, MD design and handling.

$10.95 Postpaid

@é Scandinavian yac/zts, Lid Privasgle:?éoad

222 SEVERN AVE., ANNAPOLIS, MD 21403 Hl?ésj,O:;‘dSTN
PHONE: (301) 267-0990 !




Submerged Rules

EXCEPT

by Gary Boswell
Dallas Fleet 1

Imagine, if you can, this dramatic finish.
You are approaching the finish line on port
tack. Only one boat has any chance to
finish ahead of you and deprive you of the
Mugwump fleet championship. The good
news is that the dastardly fellow overstood
the mark at the committee boat end. The
bad news is that he is on starboard tack.
You can just cross him — if he maintains
his current course. Overstanding, he is
sailing somewhat off the wind. As you
cross, he abruptly heads up. Collision
course! You quickly go head-to-wind. So
does he. There is contact.

You just nosed him out at the finish to
win all the Mugwump marbles. You have
visions of being interviewed by Garrison
Keeler. But what about the collision? It
worries you not. You know that the rules
do not permit an abrupt alteration of course
S0 as to prevent a burdened boat from
keeping clear. You bravely raise your pro-
test flag, set sail for the dock and the wine,
women and other delights reserved for big
winners.

Hours later you stagger from the protest
meeting, your dreams of being the Mug-
wump fleet champion thwarted again.
Dashed on the rocks of one little word —
except. What happened?

Being human, each of us remembers the
main clause in a rule and forgets the ex-
cepts which always seem to apply to situa-
tions that only Rosemary Woods (Nixon's
secretary) could get into. Examine Rule 35
— Limitations on Altering Course.

When one yacht is required to keep

clear of another, the right-of-way
yacht shall not alter course so as to
prevent the other yacht from keep-
ing clear, or so as to obstruct her
while she is keeping clear, except:

(a) to the extent permitted by rule
38.1, (Same Tack, Luffing and Sail-
ing above a Proper Course after
Starting), and

(b) when assuming a proper course:

either
(i) to start, unless subject to rule
40, (Same Tack, Luffing before
Starting) or to the second part
of rule 44.1(b), (Returning to
Start).

or
(ii) when rounding a mark.

Wow! What an except. Can you un-

tangle all that verbiage under (a) or (b)(i)?
Could a gaggle of Philadelphia lawyers?
To simplify, just skip to the simple phrase
under (b)(ii). That’s the phrase that cost
Dragonbreath the Mugwump champion-
ship. Finish marks are marks of the course.
So an abrupt alteration of course to close-
hauled on rounding the end of the commiit-
tee boat is permitted. If it catches Dragon-
breath unawares, so much the better. He
should have anticipated. He-should have
remembered the except.

The Submerged Rule we extract from
this soap opera is: On rounding a mark,
including the finish mark, a yacht is ex-
pressly permitted to radically assume the
new proper course even if this prevents a
burdened yacht from keeping clear. This
Submerged Rule is certified in both Ap-
peal 167 and Appeal 231.

We build the
fastest Snipes . . .
in the world!

4737 Adams Road

Hixson, TN 37343
(615) 875-4040

MIKE
McLAUGHLIN

MelAUGHLIN
BOAT WORKS

TERMINAL VELOCGITY

velocity: 1. quickness of motion 2. time rate of linear
motion in a given direction
We at Ulmer/Kolius cutsails with one goal in mind;
to make your Snipe win races. Not only do we under-
stand sails; we understand Snipes. Ulmer/Kolius
sadl designers have made a science of shaping Snipe
sails for maximum speed in all conditions. You al-
ready know what our sails can do for big grand prix

boats, now we turn our attention to Snipes.

Ulmer/Kolius has developed a
new line of sails designed specif-
ically to meet the performance
demands of racing Snipes.

The sailmakers at the Ulmer/
Kolius lofts have tested hundreds
of different lots of dacron to
determine the material best suited
to give your Snipe a competitive
edge. Our Snipe mainsail is
made of 4.4 oz dacron, the Jjib33
oz cloth Both main and jib have
state of the art radial corner

patches Radial corner patches
reduce wrinkles as well as
reducing bulk which allows faster
tacking.

We've studied Snipes so thor-
oughly that what we've learned
could fill a book so we wrote
one, the comprehensive Snipe
tuning guide. The tuning guide is
presented with every suit of
Ulmer/Kolius Snipe sails Shoot
for terminal velocity, Ulmer/
Kolius sails.

Please call Chris Snow at (301) 757-7575
Ulmer/Kolius Maryland, 1610 Whitehall Road, Annapolis Maryland 21401
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Pete Fenner

Pete Fenner, Jim Grubbs —
New SCIRA Board
Members-At-Large

SCIRA’'s newest board members,
elected for three year terms, are Pete Fen-
ner, Dallas, Texas, Fleet #1, and Jim
Grubbs, Lake Washington, California,
Fleet #43. They replace outgoing
members-at-large Keith Zars and Dick
Schmidt.

Pete was born in Cranston, Rhode
Island, and grew up sailing on Narragan-
sett Bay. His parents still live near Edge-
wood Yacht Club, where Pete started sail-
ing in a Beetle Cat. In high school Pete
raced borrowed Snipes in local races, and
developed his lasting appreciation for the
boat.

After a collegiate sailing career at
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, and
graduate work in Chicago, Pete went to
work for Texas Instruments in Dallas.
There, Snipe sailors put him to work as
crew. Bobbie Cummings helped Pete put
a plywood deck on a glass hull, and with
a wooden deck-stepped mast, and new
Elms sails, he qualified for the Heinzer-
ling Series at the 67 U.S. Nationals:
““That hooked me. Augie Diaz won a
Snipe, and Earl Elms brought 10 cases of
real beer so he didn’t have to drink the
Oklahoma 3.2 stuff. I've owned a Snipe
ever since.’”

Pete has attended many U.S. Nationals,
the Winter Circuit, and the North Ameri-
cans. He has also finished high in local and
regional regattas. He has served several
terms as fleet captain, and was SCIRA co-
ordinator for the 1982 U.S. Nationals. Pete
has just completed a term as Governor of
District II. He is interested in building class
participation and financial resources.

Jimmy Grubbs qualified for the Heinzer-
ling Championship as a junior in 1969.

Although his Snipe sailing career has been
interrupted by getting an education, and
earning a living, he has continued to be a
power in powerful West Coast Snipe sail-
ing. Jimmy is current District VII Cham-
pion, and has served as Fleet Captain for
the Lake Washington Fleet for the last two
years. He works as a political fund raiser.
Both Pete and Jim have involved their
families in Snipe sailing, and both have
their wives as crew on the boat.
Welcome to Pete and Jim, and thanks to
Keith and Dick for their work for the class.

Kevin Blee Named National
Secretary For Bermuda

At their first meeting of the new year,
Bermuda's Snipe Fleet elected Kevin Blee
1986 National Secretary to replace Com-
modore Wayne Soares, who had held the
post for 15 years. Kevin, former fleet cap-
tain for the Spanish Point Fleet, served as
acting National Secretary during the
Western Hemispheres in Paraguay in
1984, and at the World Secretaries meeting
in Argentina in 1985. Brett Wright was
elected Fleet Captain.

Kevin's address is: P.O. Box HM 1327,
Hamilton, Bermuda.

Atlanta Fleet 330 Readies
For Snipe World Masters

Atlanta Snipe Fleet 330 is delighted and
honored to host the first Worlds Snipe
Master Championship Regatta September
17-19, 1986. If you were around when

THE COVER

Fred Mura photo of a start at the 1985
Bahamas Winter Championships. See the
June issue for a complete report on the
1986 Circuit. Winners include: Chapin,
Diaz, and Lenhart, with an overall win by
Leweck.

THE SCORE

Ninety one numbers were issued during
the month. Japan asked for 70, Italy got
20 and 1 went to the U.S.A. This makes
118 numbers for the first three months —
a pretty good start. A new fleet was
chartered at Marblehead, Massachusetts.
This is a traditional sailing center in the

U.S.A. and we wish the new fleet a lot of .,

luck.
Numbered SNIPES — 26580
Chartered Fleets — 797



those famous words were spoken: ‘‘This
day shall live in infamy’’ and thought your
dad was referring to your birthday; you're
a MASTER.

This joyous event will start slowly and
respectfully with registration on Wednes-
day morning the 17th with a little pomp
and circumstance to honor our foreign
visitors. After five leisurely races sailed in
the gentle afternoon breezes of Lake Alla-
toona, the Masters will end on Friday with
a full blown social event that should sap
any remaining energy from the hardiness.
Why not, Saturday and Sunday have been
reserved as recoup days.

A registration form will appear in next
month’s issue of the BULLETIN. We urge
you to respond promptly as there will be
limited luxurious accommodations at the
yacht club, fast charter boats and young,
agile and willing crews available on a first
come basis.

So all you senior citizens in the fast lane,
if you yen for Southern Comfort, mint
Julips, grits and renewing of old friend-
ships, come to Atlanta in September. You
may have so much fun, you’ll want to hang
around for Hallowe’en.

In the meantime, if you have any ques-
tions, just call me at (404) 642-1146 or
write me at 1146 Green Street, Roswell,
GA 30075.

John Muhlhausen
Regatta Chairman

Did You Get A
Dues Statement?

If you did it means that the Office
doesn’t have a record of dues payment for
you in 1986. If you think you paid without
getting credit, or if you paid the fleet cap-
tain and don’t have your current decal yet,
better ask. Second notices will be sent this
month, and if dues aren’t received, the
June issue of the BULLETIN will be your
last.

LETTER TO THEEDITOR

Consider Kevlar etc?

Dear Buzz:

Is the Snipe class rules committee still
looking at the use of Mylar and Kevlar
material in sail construction? Most of the
sailmakers do not feel these materials
would provide a speed advantage. But,
there appears to be many benefits from an
owner’s standpoint. The following are
some advantages and solutions to problems
the materials posed in the past.

1. When the class first looked at these
materials, they found that the technology
was not proven and quality problems still
existed, such as delamination. These prob-

lems appear to have been worked out.

2. The jib would last longer and give
more consistant performance over its life.
The class might even begin by only allow-
ing these materials in jibs. The main sail
currently outlasts the jib by over 2 to 1
anyway.

3. The concern about expense no
longer exists because Mylar, Kevlar, and
Dacron now cost about the same. Sixty-
five percent of sails’ cost is in labor, so
a slight increased material cost is minor.
In addition, it is much easier to get con-
sistantly good quality Mylar and Kevlar
than it is Dacron. This will provide more
consistant sail performance from lot to lot.

4. Because the quality problems have
been reduced, the early handling require-
ments are not as critical. I think you would
still want to consider rolling the sails, but
if you were careful, you could get by with
folding.

I am not an expert, the above statements
are a condensed report of a couple of
phone calls made to sailmakers. My con-
cern is that the class actively watch these
developments and take advantage of them
when it will benefit all Snipe owners.

Steve Sherman

Reply from the Rules Committee

Rules Committee Chairman Dan
Williams replied in a telephone interview
that although rules for use of these
materials may not be changed before the
end of the current four year period, now
is the time for consideration of the use of
these materials.

Any further input to Dan or other
members of the Rules Committee will be
welcome.

FULL DECK TRAILING & MOORING COVER

(3 photos above)
= Can be trailed or used with mast up + Extra reinforce-
ment &t all stress points « 5/16” elastic shock cord in
hem under rubrail * Heavy duty nylon zipper * Loops
tor under hull straps

CANVAS or NYLON or POLYESTER $153% ppd,
YACHTCRILLIC White $159% ppd., Color $17100 ppd.
Satisfaction

Guaranteed
Send check to:

BOAT LUMBER .

For Fine Boat Building 7/l
and Repairs

SITKA SPRUCE MAST
& SPAR GRADE

PHILIPPING

HONDURAS
MAHOGANY

‘WISTIRN RID
CIDAR

WHITE CIDAR

OAK - TLAK - CYPRESS
LOMO LLAF YILLOW
PR - ETC,

Fir and Mshogany Plywood for marine use -
lengthi up to 16 feet. Bruynzeel Marine Plywood,
#olid Regina Mahogany throughout Quality un
surpsssed. Moit sizes in stock.

Ripping and planning to order.

We are specialists in all types and sizes of
imported and domestic boat lumbers. We
ship anywhere - at surprisingly low prices
Send 10¢ today for valuable manual “"How
to Select the Right Boat Lumber” plus
complete lumber and price list

M. L. .CONDON CO.

BOAT LUMBER SPECIALISTS SINCE 1912

236 Ferris Ave,, White Plains, N.Y. 10603
(914) 9464111

Alax Yachts

D.W. Camet

P.O. Box 83599

San Diego, CA 92138

(619) 224-6737

We Build
the Fastest

Fiberglass Snipe

in the
World!

Alax Yachts Argentina
Mario Isola

CDE Correo No. 97

Olivos (1636)

Prov. Bs. Aires, Argentina

Support Bulletin Advertisers!

3 COVERS IN 1

2

IN STOCK FOR
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!

FOOTBALL SHAPE COCKPIT BAG $11.00 ppd

. Harl'ngs tied into cockpit, zips closed, clear see-through
pane

BOTTOM COVER $152.00 ppd.

* Flannel lined waterproof grey canvas with drainhole
* Fits with shock cord in hem that clings 10 deck
DAGGERBOARD COVER $26.00 ppd.

« Flannel lined canvas * Specify size & shape
RUDDER COVER $20.00 ppd

. ZIémna! lined canvas = No zippers or snaps to scratch
rudder

THE SAILORS’ TAILOR
191 Bellecrest, Bellbrook, OH 45305
Bob Rowland 513-848-4016

OR see us in
Snipe =24272




What A Year'!

Shore Sails’ customers dominate the SCIRA National
and North American Championships!

1985 SCIRA NATIONALS
Heinzerling 3,4,5 Six out of top ten
Wells Seven out of top ten
Crosby Five out of top ten
Junior 3rd

1985 NORTH AMERICANS

1st, 3rd — first in every race, more sails in the top ten
than any other sailmaker!

That’s not all . . . Look at these results!

1985 District 1 — 1,3 1985 District IT — 2,4,6
1985 District IIT —1,2,3,4 1985 District IV—1,4
1985 Southerns — 2,3,5,7 1985 Atlantic Coasts — 1,2,5,6

1985 Northeasterns — 2,3,4,5 1985 Bermuda Race Week — 2
1985 Midwinters — 2

Let us add you to the list in 1986! Consider us your personal
sailmakers!

Call or write
Greg Fisher, Bertie Gerling or Chris Varvarosky

& SHORE SAILS

WE WILL
HELPYOU

3 We rin tr Otherlofts in: Huntington, NY; Traverse
30 o sp 9 Street City, MI; Aichi, Japan; St. Thomas, U.S.
® Columbus, Ohio 43215  virginlsiands; Newport, RI; Paint Pleasant
Beach, NJ; Winooski, VT; Annapolls MD;
(614) 221-2410 Cleveland, OH; Houston, TX; Seattle, WA;
Portland, ME.




Portugal — 40 Years of Snipe Champions

We are pleased to send for your records
a copy of the Deed of Gift of the William
F. Crosby Perpetual Trophy. This Trophy
has been raced in Portugal since 1945 as
the Snipe Portuguese National Champion-
ship. Until the mid-70s the number of en-
tries was limited to 40 (forty) boats.
Nowadays there is no limit for the entries.

WILLIAM F. CROSBY PERPETUAL
TROPHY

EMBLEMATIC OF: The National
Championship of Portugal

DONATED BY: SCIRA/Portugal —
1945

OWNED BY: SCIRA Portugal

REGATTA: SCIRA ‘“‘Rules for Con-
ducting National and International Cham-
pionship Regattas’ will apply as well as
Rules for Conducting National Champion-
ships of the Portuguese Sailing Federation.

A Regatta shall be held each year on a
rotating system between the three Divi-
sions of SCIRA/Portugal (North, Center,
South) so that each Division holds the
Regatta once in three years.

The location will be subjected to ap-
proval by the General Meeting of
SCIRA/Portugal one year ahead.

The same skipper must sail in all races
using his own or a borrowed boat. The
same crew shall race in all races except for
reasons satisfactory to the Race
Committee.

OPEN TO: All Portuguese Skippers
paid up and in good standing with his fleet
and with SCIRA.

CONDITIONS: Name and number of
winning boat, skipper, crew and fleet with
the year, location and championship series
to be engraved each year on the trophy at
the expense of the winning skipper. The
trophy shall be in the custody of the
winning skipper and will ensure that the
trophy is returned to SCIRA/Portugal in
time for next year’s Regatta.

A miniature of the trophy shall be
awarded to the winning skipper and crew
for permanent keeping.

REVISION OF DEED OF GIFT: By
SCIRA/Portugal subject to approval of
Fleet Captain’s General Meeting.

We are also enclosing a list of the Trophy
winners since 1945.

CAMPEOES NACIONAIS DE

PORTUGAL
1945 — Luis Brites/Jose Machado
1946 — Francisco Andrade/Francisco

Quina
1947 — Francisco Andrade/Luis M. Sousa
1948 — Jaime Sacadura/Pereira Coutinho
1949 — Santos Silva/Flaviano Gomes
1950 — Santos Silva/Flaviano Gomes

1951 — Rolando Soares Oliveira/Alvaro

Rosa

1952 — Rolando Soares Oliveira/Dulio
Severo

1953 — Conde Martins/Carlos Campo
Carmo

1954 — Jaime Sacadura/Jose Alfaia

1955 — Helder Soares Oliveira/Dulio
Severo

1956 — Helder Soares Oliveira/Dulio
Severo

1957 — Helder Soares Oliveira/Dulio
Severo

1958 — Eduardo Queiroz/Jorge Pinheiro

1959 — Helder Soares Oliveira/Rolando
Oliveira

1960 — Luis Brites/Jose Brites

1961 — Sena Rodrigues/Adriano Silva

1962 — Sena Rodrigues/Adriano Silva

1963 — Sena Rodrigues/Adriano Silva

1964 — Sena Rodrigues/Adriano Silva

1965 — Sena Rodrigues/Adriano Silva

1966 — Sena Rodrigues/Adriano Silva

1967 — Rui Moreira/Antonio Roquete

1968 — Paulo Santos/Fernando Silva

1969 — Paulo Santos/Fernando Silva

1970 — Paulo Santos/Fernando Silva

1971 — Domingos Borralho/Orvil Russo

1972 — Rui Moreira/Antonio Roquete

1973 — Antonio Basilio/Nuno Vila Real

1974 — Matos Leite/Antonio Jesus

1975 — Eduardo Queiroz/Joao Figueiredo

1976 — Domingos Borralho/Mario Nuno

1977 — Domingos Borralho/Jorge
Goncalves

1978 — Domingos Borralho/Jorge
Goncalves

1979 — Nao Realizado

1980 — Domingos Borralho/Jorge
Goncalves

1981 — Domingos Borralho/Jorge
Goncalves

1982 — Domingos Borralho/Jorge
Goncalves

1983 — Antonio Roquete/Rui Castilho

1984 — Pedro Roquete/Rui Castilho

1985 — Antonio Roquete/Francisco
Campos

Domingos Borralho
SCIRA National Secretary,
Portugal

Las Vegas Regatta Draws High Rollers

With the competitive spirit primed and
the desire to gamble strong, a heated fleet
of 20 boats got together on Feb. 1-2 to at-
tend the Mission Bay Fleet's Las Vegas
Night Regatta.

The concept of the Snipe racing grew
from the fleet’s annual Casino night, which
has been an instrumental evening to raise
funds for the activities for that year. With
so many Snipe sailors getting together for
an evening of partying and gambling, they
thought a regatta might just fit into this pro-
gram. It is just like the Mission Bay fleet
to have the racing follow the socializing.

As the likes of Keith Dodson (1984
North American Champ), Chris Raab
(1983 Crosby Series Champ), Mark Rey-
nolds (1985 North American runner-up),
Jack Franco (1985 U.S. Nationals runner-
up), Scott Lindley (1985 U.S. Nationals
Ir. Champ) began rolling through the front
gate of Mission Bay Yacht Club, the less
experienced fleet sailors were questioning
how good an idea this regatta actually was.

In addition to the depth of the fleet, the
race committee (comprised of Sean and
Jerelyn Biel and Jeff Lenhart) had
planned to have as many short course races
as could be fit into the daylight hours of
the weekend. The mood of the fleet re-

sembled that of college racing, with
bunched starts, crowded yet pivotal mark
roundings and tight, short course racing.
Mission Bay was well suited for the fleet’s
attitude. The lake-like setting offered the
participants very shifty 8-14 knot con-
ditions.

Well, in the end it was local sailmaker
Craig Leweck who just edged out his boss
Mark Reynolds to take the crown. After
reeling off three straight firsts at the start
of the racing, Leweck held on to the lead
during the 10 race weekend. Keith Dod-
son was third, the venerable Jerry Thomp-
son was fourth and Donald Krebs (sailing
for the first time after replacing his old
“*deck’” with a new one from McLaughlin)
in fifth.

It was certainly a complete weekend,
with a good amount of serious fun avail-
able for everyone around. As the gam-
bling tables were stored Saturday night (ac-
tually Sunday morning) to the sound of the
bartender convincing her patrons that it
really was last call, one thought had to pass
across many of those still remaining. The
next start was only 10 hours away.

Craig Leweck
Mission Bay Fleet 495

OFFICIAL POCKET PATCH
Order direct from SCIRA an official Snipe pocket patch — Looks great on your
blazer jacket. Made of either felt or washable cotton twill. Only $3.00 ea.




North American
Championship

San Francisco Bay
SEPTEMBER 24 TO 27

Hosted by
Richmond Yacht Club, Fleet 12

* Ride the Cable Cars

e Visit Napa Valley Wine Country
® Tour Fisherman's Wharf

e Shop at Ghirardelli Square

Sail in Beautiful San Francisco Bay.
Be There!

For information call Dick Loomis at (707) 942-4006.
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World Championship, Argentina, 1985. Johnny Mac Call is leeward boat. Buzz Lamb photo.

4 A

COLONIAL L uP

MAY 31 - JUNE 1

For info contact

Paul Button
2826 Arizona Ave. NW
D.C. 20016 202-244-3541

T -

Lorie Jones
1046 Cedar Ridge Ct.
Annapolis, MD 21403

301-267-9063
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kb ANNAPOLIS SNIPE FLEET #532
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Why We Do It

Shared experiences, renewed friendships merge with competitive racing.

by Craig Leweck
This concludes a three-part series on the
motivation behind Snipe sailing.

One of the unwritten rules of regatta
hosting is that if a distant fleet supports
your event, you darn better well get out
to their regatta. It is this circling flow of
participants that keeps the regattas diver-
sified. While the racing in one’s own area
becomes more interesting, it encourages
that fleet to get out and see what other areas
and fleets are doing. Without this code of
ethics, especially on the inland lakes, the
racing would eventually become sheltered
and stagnant. It is this dedicated style of
self-promoting that keeps everyone on the
go, but it is only because the benefits are
for everyone to appreciate.

The inducements to encourage activity
are many and varied. Beyond the ones pre-
viously discussed, the exercise value alone
is worth the effort. In my quest to avoid
anything too strenuous, I constantly ra-
tionalize that my sailing is also my exer-
cise so I can escape activities like jogging
or swimming.

To go so far as to cement their support
in the Snipe, some good friends of mine
budgeted their sailing expenses under
entertainment. They only needed to look
as far as their ledger to see how much fun
they were having.

I guess when I begin to question my
motivation for pursuing this sport, I need
only to look back at certain memories to
bring the picture back in focus. After I
broke my mast before the last race of the
1983 Halloween regatta while having all
firsts, I certainly questioned life and its evil
turns. But after a group of us turned this
ill moment into a full blown javelin con-
test after the racing with my poor Firestix
mast as the victim, the pain was lessened.
Following an untimely capsize during an
over-rolled light air jibe in the recent Col-
ombus Open, my frustration was matched
by the enthusiastic response of a tightly
grouped 34-boat fleet as they loudly ap-
plauded their now-dethroned leader.

The Southerns in Chattanooga, TN, is
usually scheduled at the beginning of May,
so it is the first regatta for many after a
lengthy winter hiatus. The excitement of
people furiously renewing friendships and
establishing new ones had always remind-
ed me of a high school reunion. Those who
are among the alumni of the Wolverine
regatta in Ann Arbor, MI, form a definite

fraternal relationship. The lack of size or
of quality breeze combined with the lake’s
inundation with weeds certainly gives Bar-
ton Pond a deservedly unflattering reputa-
tion. However, the enormity of the sail-
ing challenge keeps pace with the constant
flow of sprits to hold those who are wor-
thy of the task. In addition, the per-
sonalities of locals John Johns, Terry
Timm, John Alexander and Canadian
neighbor Id Crook merely brightens the
package.

In my opinion, those who participate at
a high level in any sport without considera-

People really prove themselves when
they attain a high level of success
while earning the respect of their
peers.

tion for the class or the other competitors
have missed the point. It is the people who
have attained a high level of success while
earning the respect of their peers are those
who have really proven themselves.

It is often at mark rounding where criti-
cal gains or losses can occur. At these oc-
casions, quite often it is the vociferous ones
who flex the muscles of the rule book that
will obtain the advantage. After holding
what was once a secure lead on a down-

—

SCIRA IS PEOPLE: 1985 Commodore Ro

berto Salvat passes along the badge of office to

wind leg, I helplessly watched Steve Sud-
dath who was riding a strong breeze down
the left side of the leg. Just prior to the two
boat length circle at the bottom mark, he
had established a questionable overlap. In-
stead of forcing the advantage he merely
asked me, ““What do you think'". While
I quickly analyzed my biased position, 1
could not deny that this tie would go to the
runner, who was Steve. His display of
sportmanship was representative of the
standards seen today in the Snipe class.

To maintan a high level of enthusiasm
for any interest is at times a curious ordeal.
Our lives are kept busy with so many
responsibilities and distractions, it is strain-
ing to continue any type of focus. As we
continually sort and prioritize the ever-
growing piles on our figurative desks, it
is our sport which is what’s often shuffled
away. If we really think about it though,
our pleasure time is what we should be
cautiously guarding. The benefits of exer-
cising one’s mind and body while poten-
tially expanding upon untapped horizons
is not something we should take out of our
system. The Snipe class assocaition offers
every one of its members such a grand path
to travel on.

Hopefully this review of the many at-
tributes of SCIRA will help us reassess our
sport so as to keep it in the forefront of
our many activities. At a time when par-
ticipation at the one-design level seems to
be on the decrease, this evaluation could
not be more critical. So, with renewed
strength and fortitude, we can expect that
the path on which we travel will be a long
and varied one.

1986 Commodore Wayne Soares at the World Championship at San Isidro, Argentina.



Chapin, Leweck Duel In
Southern Cal Midwinters

As the year’s most potent winter weather
passed over the coast, Snipe sailors from
both Northern and Southern California col-
lected in Alamitos Bay for the Southern
California Yachting Association’s Mid-
winter Regatta on Feb. 15-16. As the front
arrived in San Francisco on Friday, severe
flooding and tragic mud slides kept many
sailors from driving eight to nine hours to
compete.

Despite the predicted intensity of the
storm, 31 boats participated for what
turned out to be a weekend of near perfect
sailing conditions.

It is only speculation that the anxiety
from the storm was responsible for what
is becoming more and more of a problem
on the District 6 race course, general
recalls. An estimated three recalls pre-
ceded each start, which was one of the
reasons the series was shortened to four
races instead of the planned five.

On Saturday morning, much of the bad
weather had moved on, leaving behind a
fine day of warmth and an 8-11 knot
southwesterly. The first race called for a
single triangle course, and after the start
it was Jack Franco leading the way at the
first mark. Franco had just received his
boat from the worlds and despite a
crushed rear deck from an accident on the
carrier, he was in the lead.

The second leg had opened up to run,
which allowed Craig Leweck the lead with
Dave Chapin in second, Mark Folkman in
third, and Franco back in fourth. On the
tight reach to the leeward mark, Chapin
showed legendary form to fly into the lead.
After Chapin and Leweck rounded the bot-
tom mark, Folkman noticed first that the
last leg was severely skewed and tacked
after rounding. This gave him the eventual
win, followed by Chapin, Leweck, Fran-
co and San Diego sailor Jack Bateman in
fifth.

The same course was slated for the sec-
ond race, though they pulled the weather
mark way out to the breakwall. With the
first beat over a mile and a half long and
a huge tanker anchored in the leg and over
on the favored right side, the fleet had to
make some quick decisions on how to play
the first leg. After missing the first race
due to freeway traffic, Sean Biehl of San
Diego had all the answers to lead at the
first mark. Biehl had gone just right
enough to gain the prevalent wind and bet-
ter angle but not too far to get victimized
by the tanker’s wind shadow. Leweck
passed out-of-town guest Paul Levinson
(1985 Northeastern Champ from Indiana)
just prior to the mark after both worked
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the left-middle on the leg. With Jeff Len-
hart of Costa Mesa rounding fourth, he
showed the top three how to play this dead
downwind second leg to grab the lead at
the wing mark. At the leeward mark it was
Lenhart, Leweck, Biehl, Levinson and
local Jerry Thompson in fifth.

Unknown to the top five at this point,
Chapin was smelling comback in the air
after rounding the first weather a bit in the
pack. At the finish it was Lenhart and then
Leweck, but Chapin slid in for third with
Thompson and Biehl finishing at his heels.

By the time the race committee was
ready to start the third race, it was almost
four p.m. At this point the fleet would have
preferred cocktails to the crap-shoot race
they were about to endure. The grum-
bling group finally started at 4:30 (many,
many recals later) only to have it later
abandoned in the dark as the leaders began
the last leg to the finish. This was much
to the dismay of Mark Folkman, who had
handled the dicey stuff well up until the last
mark. However, Biehl and Leweck were
seeing Gold and Silver as they split from
the fleet after the leeward mark to take ad-
vantage of the puff that was filling in on
the left of the now glassy bay. Upon the
RC’s decisions to cancel, the darkened sky
was filled with many moans as the tow
lines formed for the long ride back to
Alamitos Bay Yacht Club.

For a group that is as competitive on the
social scene as they are on the race course,
the fleet attacked the second half of the day
with typical vengence. After a one keg dis-
trict meeting led by reigning governor Jeff
Lenhart and local fleet captain Brian Kent,
the group split up for dinner in the many
fine area restaurants. The night went on
well into the morning for many of the
regatta leaders liked to dance and carry on.

The smell of coffee welcomed the fleet
Sunday morning as everyone proceeded
with their pre-race routine. The conditions
appeared favorable for the day as the fleet

filtered out for the start of the fourth race.
The triangle course was up with the twice
around flag flying, and after the standard
number of recalls the fleet was off ina 9-11
knot breeze.

Dave Chapin jumped off the line best
and controlled the fleet to lead around the
first mark. Another out-of-town guest and
champion in his own right, Bruce Gold-
smith of Devils Lake, M, trailed in second
with Leweck in third, Steve Stoebel of Los
Angeles in fourth and Jeff Lenhart in fifth.
By the leeward mark the top three re-
mained the same but Lenhart was now in
fourth with Lisa Manzer in fifth. A multi-
tude of anchored barges stood in between
the lee mark and the start/finish line, but
Manzer locked into speed to fly by Leweck
and close in on Chapin. As the fleet
passed through the finish line to start the
second lap, Goldsmith peeled away, ap-
parently unaware of the scheduled second
lap. At the conclusion of the race the posi-
tions remained as they were with Chapin
winning, followed by Manzer, Leweck,
Lenhart and Dodson.

Predicting that there would only be four
races in the series, the standings had
Chapin with 5% pts. in first with a 2% pt.
edge on Leweck. Folkman had 15% pts.,
so the championship would be contended
for by the top two players. The breeze
picked up to about 12-14 knots and the start
line had the port end favored by about 15
degrees. Leweck had set up for the start
approximately four boat lengths from the
lee end and Chapin slid in just to leeward
of him. At the gun Leweck jumped off the
line just a little better and drove off to
smother Chapin, who was then forced to
tack away. The rest of the first leg was all
Leweck, who was seeing Gold as he had
a healthy lead with Chapin coming by the
weather mark in 14th. Leweck and Bill
Denhart of San Francisco led the fleet
around the first triangle of the Olympic
course, but by the leeward mark it was ap-

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA MIDWINTERS

(Top 10 of 31 Boats)
Skipper/Crew Places Points Finish
Dave Chapin/Rob Lindley 2-3-1-2 7.75 |
Craig Leweck/Scott Lindley 3-2-3-1 8.75 2
Mark Folkman/Kurt Mayol 1-8-74 19.75 3
Paul Levinson/Kris Schworer 8-6-6-6 26 4
Keith Dodson/Claudia O’Brien 6-10-5-7 28 5
Jeff Lenhart/Debbie Willits 20-1-4-10 34.75 6
Jerry Thompson/David Gales 74-16-8 35 7
Jack Franco/Rene Vesterby 4-7-12-12 35 8
Lisa Manzer/Peter Newbre 15-12-2-9 38 9
Jack Bateman/Jeanne Bedford 5-15-9-13 42 10
EQUIPMENT — SOUTHERN CAL MIDWINTERS

Pos. Skipper Hull Type Mast Type Sails

1 Chapin McLaughlin Cobra2 Ullman

2 Leweck Phoenix Firestix Sobstad

3 Folkman McLaughlin Cobra2 Sobstad

4 Levinson McLaughlin Cobra2 Sobstad

5 Dodson Phoenix Firestix Ullman




