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HOWARD N. RICHARDS
508 Morrison Road - Oakville, Ontario, Canada

S~\ QUALITY FITTINGS S~\

V_y tor the discriminating yachtsman V_-/

This quality line o( ingenious hardware is designed and manufactured
by a Snipe sailor for those whowant something better than the ordinary
run-of-the-mill fittings. The proven efficiency of these products has re
ceived world-wide recognition in the Snipe class as well as many other
classes. Take the Jiffy Jib Jam, for example. It has been adopted as
standard equipment by most builders of the Snipe class, including the
world's largest. The Snipe Class Championship of the World was won by
boots equipped with it in the years 1963 and 1965 and the runner-up
in 1967. It wasadopted as standard equipmenton all Snipes used in the ft
1964 Western Hemisphere Championship and all Snipes in the 1967 V 1
Pan-American Games. The National Chompionship of countries too &
numerous to mention, hove been won by Snipes equipped with it. In {£
short, it is doubtful if there is on important Snipe regatto anywhere in j
the world that has not been won bya boat equipped with it. A convincing- I
record suchas this, should leave no doubt thot when-better Snipe hard- f
ware is made, Richards will make it.

(Boom-mounted

Jialnjkeet $am
PRICE $18.00 POSTPAID

Smaller, neater, more efficient and weighs less than any comparable
fitting on the market. Made of high-tensile bronze, chrome plated,
with fibre jam cleat. Takes 1/4", 5/16" or 3/8" sheet. Nylatron
sheave. Comes complete with fastenings. Weight 6 oz., width
1-1/4" and extends 4" below boom.

4- in 1 irotedtay. fitting.
PRICE $12.00 POSTPAID

This is the fitting that makes anything else up for'ard, superfluous.
Incorporating four fittings in one, you have a mooring eye for up
to W dia. rope, forestay anchorage hole for jaw type rigging
terminal, jib tack attachment with no-lose pin, and a ball-joint
swivel allowing the jib to swivel freely, eliminating wrinkles, giving
your jib the efficiency it was designed to deliver. All this in one
small fitting, made of chrome plated bronze alloy, 3" long, 114"
wide, and weighing but 3 ozs. Comes complete with thru-deck
fastenings.

QUALITY FITTINGS ®

JLOJFM.AM9
NEW FIBERGLASS SNIPES

DELIVERY FROM STOCK

SABOT PRAMS

DN ICE BOATS - SARNS FITTINGS

71 NORWOOD AVE., UPPER MONTCLAIR, NEW JERSEY 07043

201 -744-0970

Hk $& fa»

PRICE SI 8.00 POSTPAID

The fitting most of the top skippers have come to realize as being
the ultimate in jibsheet control. Fast and efficient, eliminates
fumbling and is a boon to your crew. Double acting cam works
both ways, making only the one fitting necessary. Releases
instantly with a simple flip of the wrist, saving precious seconds
every lime you tack. Sheet automatically slides up the tube,
engaging the cam, and is held positively and firmly in the desired
position. Your crew can even hike-out with the jibsheet as support
without if coming unjammed. Adopted as standard equipment
by many builders of the Snipe class.
Made of chrome plated bronze alloy and comes complete with
fastenings. Mounts on aft end of centreboard box and takes
5/16" or 3/8" dia. sheet. Weighs 11 ozs., height 3-1/2" with o
base dia. of 2-1/2"

jfibdheet 3al%leadd
PRICE $14.00 A PAIR POSTPAID

The new low-profile streamlined fairlead that you can actually
hike-out over without feeling a thing. No protrusions to catch your
clothing or you. Only 1" high by \W long and weighs but 2 oz.
Takes up to 15" rope and fits standard V external type track.
Adjusts in seconds with spring-loaded plunger. Made of high-
tensile bronze, chrome plated.
(Stainless steel track, polished and drilled for plunger, available
on request at S2.50 per fool.)

We Build the Fastest Snipes

BOATS

821 FeslerSt., ElCajon, California, Phone 442-4266



As Others See. It

Voice Of The People
SHOULD LIKE THIS ISSUE OF THE BULLETIN, TOO

" I might mention that the October BULLETIN had a pict
ure of Heuston Woods (Acton Lake) of a group of boats in the
center of which was mine, with my son standing at the mast
and my bald head glistening in the cockpit. I was in the midst
of using a metal tape measure to make an adjustment in the
rigging for the measurement from the tip of the mast to the
transom. Having been in Snipes only a year, I have not seen
a good article regarding this and would be interested in this
point or in adjusting the mast position by means of the winch
and the jib luff cable to change helm.

I am sure you have many more requests for subjects to
be covered than material coming in, but I thought I would
add mine." — Dr. James R. Guthrie, Richmond,Indiana

THE COUNT OF CARIA, Honorary SCIRA Vice-Commodore

"This letter of mine is long overdue, but I had to travel a
lot during the first months of the year and unfortunately your
most kind letter of early January was somehow mislaid and
filed without answer; my apologies for this.

Please convey to the Board of Governors of the Liter -
national Snipe Class my warmest thanks for the great honor
they conferred upon me when they agreed to elect me as an
Honorary Vice-Commodore of the Class.

I feel very happy and grateful for this distinction which I
really feel I do not deserve; anything I may have done to help
this wonderful class was always a product of my great admir -
ation for the qualities of the boat itself and for the sailors it
attracted and welded into the S. C. L R. A.

I do hope that in the future a cheaper and more strictly
"1 - design" boat, possibly molded, will be chosen and ac -
cepted by the class, but anyway please always feel that I have
a deep respect for the number of good sailors who enjoy fun
and sport in Snipes all over the world.

We are all very proud that we will be organizing the Snip e
World Championship in our country in 1969 and feel quite sure
that Luanda will be a wonderful place, both in technical con
ditions and in the social events; I expect to be there possibl y
as a member of the Organizing Committee and of the Jury.

Renewing my most sincere thanks to all the officers of
S. C. L R. A." Yours sincerely,

r/ttA.. .f(*/it/'Js/r Sjd'rri
^5^
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GOOD NEWS FROM CHICAGO COHINTHIAN FLEET 579

" As you will observe from the enclosed score sheets, our
fleet has suffered a rather severe reduction in number. This

is mostly due to people being transferred to other cities rather
than to any lack of enthusiasm in the fleet.

We would certainly welcome any leads you might give us to
prospective new members. Ordinarily, we are not always able
to get dry mooring berths for new members since these are
owned by the city of Chicago and there is generally a waiting
list for these. However, the city just expanded our dry moor
ing facilities by some 50 odd additional spaces, and we can
almost guarantee any new member the acquisition of one of
these.

I can assure you that our facilities are amongst the finest
in the country. We share them with one of the best Lightning
fleets in the U.S. ,and all our equipment from club house, to
launcliing facilities, to race courses,etc. ,is all of top quality.

Anyone who wants to find only the best in one-design racing
can find it at our club - the latch-string is out and the hand of
welcome and friendship is extended. We invite you to grab
this chance to get a place to dock a small boat, so liard to find
in a large city. "

Ken Guslafson

1939 S. 16th. Ave.. Broadview, IL 60153

Quality and
Craftsmanship
make
Successful Sails

1967
PAN AMERICAN TRIALS

1st and 2nd
PORTUGAL CHAMPIONSHI

1st
U.S. NATIONALS

2nd
WELLS SERIES

1st

1968

SOUTHERNS •

DISTRICT 4

PEORIA —

COWAN —

1st

1st

1st

1st

LEVINSON SAILS
PHONE 813-446-2695

900 N. OSCEOLA AVE. CLEARWATER, FLA. 33515

Patronize OurAdvertisers — They Help SCIRA

SNIPE BOAT COVERS
Quality made from the finest available army
duck. This pearl gray pre-shrunk material is
vivatex treated. Expertly sewn with Dacron
Thread. Reinforced at stress points. Rust
proof grommets.

WATER REPELLENT-MILDEW RESISTANT

COCKPIT COVER - Fits over boom or flat $16.50

DRY SAIL COVER - Protects entire deck and top
sides - adjustable closures for closing around
mast and stays, properly vented - grommeled
for tie down $70.00

TRAILING COVER - Encloses the entire boot for

trailing or winter storage. One piece construc

tion with zipper closure full length of boat - $80.00

SNIPE RUDDER COVER (foam lined) - - $10.00

SERVICE CANVAS CO., INC.
145 Swan St., Buffalo, N.Y. 14203

AC 716 TL 3-0558

Freight Prepaid on all orders



BOAT LUMBER
For Fine Boat BuildingandRepairs
sitka spruce • mast & spar grade
• Philippine Mahogany • Honduras
mahogany • western red cedar •
white cedar • teak • cypress • oak
• long leaf yellow pine • etc.

Fir and Mahogany Plywood for marine use—lengths up
to 16 teet: Bruynzcel Marine Plywood, solid Regina
Mahogany throughout. Quality unsurpassed. Most all
sizes in stock.

Ripprnp mid planing to order

We are specialists in all types and sizes of imported and
domestic boat lumbers. We ship anywhere—at surprisingly
low prices. Send lOtf today for valuable manual "How to
Select the Right Boat Lumber" plus complete lumber and
price list.

M. L. CONDON CO. Boa! Lumber Spscioirsfl Since 1912
278 rarrii Avenue, White Plains, N. Y. WHilo Plains 6-4111

Sail By The Seat Of Your Pants!

MI2GIS Trits leather sealed s*ort ol 10
oi. water repellent boat shrunk 100*)
cotton vivatM «•" co' m*nT * ",,,n*
season Cncn skid fleck LttkMn "«aed.
comfortable and good tooung'!!!'!

Completely washable available in natural
color only with sailmakets suede leather

Sties: Men's 30. 32, 34, 36. I 517.50

M120LSP Same version as above padded
(with light poly(oam).
Same sues 519.50

RB121 Rope Belt Sues same as shorts
5250

W221 Sailing shofts also available (or
ladies in colorful 8 oi. 100°b cotton duck
m sailing blu* 'ed. tan. white, light blue,
and black.
Sim 10. 12. 14, 16. 18 S13.95

THE SAIL LOFT
900 N. Osceola Ave. Clearwater, Fla. 33515

©
A reliable pair of "hands"

•.-.-.'••

SWIVEL BLOCK

WITH SYNCRO-CLEAT

For sheet downhaul. Stainless
steel cams for severe B&lt water

exposure. Cat. No. 060s

SEN0 FOR FREE CATALOG ON BLOCKS, TURNBUCKLES, ETC.

ROLEDGE RACING FITTINGS
I. L. STEPHAN • BEVERLY 7, N. J.

FINE ENTERTAINMENT for Sailors
SCIRA FILM AVAILABLE FOR DATES OF YOUR CHOICE

Made at the 1965 National Championship Races, it is an
excellent presentation of Snipe sailing in particular, and
also a fine promotional feature for all sailingas a hobby.

A 16 mm. color-sound 26-minute show for $10. 00
You pay transportation charges one way.

Write to SCIRA and ask for

"AND ONE BOAT FOR ALL SET

The SNIPE BULLETIN is edited and produced monthly for
the INTERNATIONAL SNIPE CLASS by Birney Mills ,
Executive Secretary.

Address all correspondence to:
Snipe Class International Racing Association, Inc.

655 Weber Ave. , Akron, Ohio 44303, U. S. A
Subscription Rates

~*^- S2. 00 Per Year. ~~*^-
$2. 00 of the amount ol membership dues in SCIRA are
paid for a year's subscription to the Snipe BULLETIN.

Forms close on the 10th of the month preceding publicatioa
Material received after that date will not appear until a
later date. Printed in the U. S. A at Akron, Ohio. Second-
class postage paid at Akron, Ohio. Contract advertising
rates on application. Notify Snipe BULLETIN of changeof
address, giving both old and new addresses complete with
zip code. Allow at least one month.
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The Cover
With sails drawing beautifully and boat in perfect balance,

the Japanese team of skipper Takao Ninomiya (right in inset
picture) and crew Hideo Kawamura display championship form
which led to the Western Hemisphere title. Accompanied by
the other Japanese team in 17293, they lead Uruguay (12707)
and the rest of the fleet as they rush on to victory.

Florida Yacht Club photo.

•THE SCORE-

Numbered SNIPES

Chartered Fleets —

18032

• 661
For some reason, the demand for new Snipes in the first

quarter of the new fiscal year - Oct. ,Nov. ,and Dec., - dropped
way down to low tide when the number 33 showed up. That is
exactly 44 less tlian for the same period last year, and we hope
it doesn't foretell the future for the rest of the year. But why,
after 37 years of steady growth, should we expect 1969 to be
any different? Frankly, we don't think it will be!!

( As this is written, a glance out the window shows heavy
snow on the ground, big flakes descending, gusty and strong
winds, and plenty cold! - so the last sentence above contains
bold words, indeed!)

The U.S. topped the list with 23 boats followed by Colombia
with another 5; Portugal 3; Portugese West Africa 1; and
Canada 1. ,—

No new fleets during the period, BUT
Good news comes from Spain! The Real Club Nautico de la

Coruna announces a revival in interest in Snipe sailing and re
quests that their old Fleet 168 be re-activated. Subsequently,
a re-issue of their old Charter 168 has been sent to them -

with pleasure - and best wishes for the future!
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The International Snipe Class is fortunate in its wealth of
contributors of professional caliber who work for our class
and sport. This knowledge and skill come from Sweden and
Brazil, from Japan and Canada, and from many people repre
senting other sailors world-wide.

Some real professionals are working on the Snipe BULL -
ETIN Committee, and you will gradually see the results. This
publication will try to tell you about areas of your own sailing
interest. There will be articles on boat speed, tuning, sails,
equipment comparisons, aerodynamics, junior racing, race
committee work, rules, tactics, and a variety of other kindred
subjects.

A list of the contribtuing editors will be published, and
you can expect to read all the go-fast and go-well ideas each
of them has. Let a member of the committee know of your
own special interest (See November issue). We will all
welcome your suggestions and contributions.

New Officers Chosen
VENEZUELA

Dr. Gonzalo Armendariz, President of the Federacion
Venezolana de Desportes Nauticos, has notified SCIRA of the
resignation of Hans Nienstadt as National Secretary for Vene
zuela, and that the post is temporarily vacant.

Mr. Nienstadt undertook the introduction of Snipe into the
country in 1960 and worked hard over the years to get fleets
officially organized with SCIRArecognition. With 4 such groups
established, a goal was reached when Venezuela, for the first
time, entered big time international competition at the Western
Hemisphere Championship Regatta in Jacksonville in October.
SCIRA appreciates this pioneer work and hopes the foundation
thus laid eventually supports a strong edifice. We wish Mr.
Nienstadt success in his continued activities for Snipe as a
Snipe sailor while we pat him on the back.

All correspondence to Venezuela should be sent ( for the
time being) to the doctor at Ave. Orinoco, Quinta Marilu, Las
Mercedes, Caracas.
ENGLAND

At a recent meeting of representatives of the Snipe Fleets
in England, D. A. Ansell, 60a Turners Rd., Bow, London E 3,
was elected National Secretary for a 2-year term of office
starting January 1969. He replaces Peter G. Harris, who
stepped down after 4 years of devoted service to SCIRA.

Anyone connected with SCIRA who came in contact with Mr.
Harris can vouch that he carried out all duties of his official,
positions with enthusiasm andunbounded energy. The popularity
of Snipe in England advanced considerably through his efforts.
He never failed to do what he considered best and desirable for
the class, and SCIRA is grateful for the many, many services
rendered in it's behalf. We wish him well in all his future
endeavors.

BERMUDA

Notice comes from Bermuda that James Amos, Berry Hill,
Paget, has been elected as FC and National Secretary for 1969,
succeeding Wayne Scares, who served in 1968. Jimmy repre
sented Bermuda at the Western Hemisphere races last October
and is well acquainted with the duties of the office. All mail
should be addressed to him in the future.

Attention of all national authorities is called to the fact that
SCIRA policy as stated in Section 32 of the Constitution and
strongly recommended by the Boardof Governors, is for 2-year
terms of office beginning January 1st of even-numbered years.
Thus coinciding with the printing and issuance of SCIRA rule
books (every 2 years), there will always be continuityand no
"out-of-date." In order to avoid such confusion, no changes
should be made in the above schedule except for justifiable and
recognized reasons. The next rule book will be for 1970-71,
which means all elections should be held in 1969 for thatperiod.

IYRU vs SCIRA
The following letter, dated December 13,1968 and signed

by Ted A. Wells, Chairman of the SCIRA Rules Committee, was
sent to Mr. Nigel Hacking, Secretary of the International Yacht
Racing Union of London, England:

" I understand that SCIRA came up for criticism at the I. Y.
R. U. meeting in November for failure to keep you informed of
its activities.

Actually, no changes were finalized in 1968. I enclose a
copy of a letter dated November 20,1967 with a proposed re
quirement for increased buoyancy. No final agreement has been
reached on this proposal, and the Board of Governors has ex
tended the compliance date to December 31st, 1969.

I also enclose a proposed set of regulations for spinnakers
dated March 22,1968. No comments have been received except
from those who do not want spinnakers at all."

The entire subject of increasing the buoyancy of a Snipe was
reviewed in detail in the November BULLETIN. Snipe has
always been non-sinkable, and when fiberglass and plywood
hulls were made, required styrofoam specifications insured
that they would be buoyant, too, and these approved buoyancy
requirements have been printed in the rule book ever since
with compliance mandatory for all hulls. The only questionnow
is to what degree; it is agreed they should be more buoyant to
increase the self-rescuing (self-draining, or what have you)
features, both for safety and ease of handling when capsized.
When decision is made as to the best method of attaining this
goal, approval will be sought from all involved authorities.

The spinnaker letter was sent to all sailmakers, National
Secretaries, and other persons deemed interested. There is
nothing official about these proposals at all; merely issued as
a guide-line for experimentation and development, if wanted.

Basic Snipe Saifing Manual-
SCIRA is pleased to announce a new addition to it's line of

publications a a 24-page booklet entitled BASIC SNIPE SAILING
MANUAL.

Compiled, edited, and copyrighted by Dr. Samuel J. Chapin
of Springfield, Illinois, and first printed in 1967, it has been
available from him this year, but now SCIRA has taken over
the project and will handle the publication and distribution of
the Manual exclusively in the future.

It is an excellent little mimeographed manual (6" x 9") in
tended for the beginning Snipe sailor, crew, and wives. Written
by an observing sailor who gathered the necessary information
through his own experience, it covers just about everything a
neophyte wants to know about Snipe — a glossary of nautical
terms with a sketch applicable to Snipe; knots with illustrations;
handling the boat (how to step on it and walk around the mast,
etc); tacking; running; reaching; jibing; heave-to; capsize; all
simplified racing rules; thumb nail tactics; check list; important
Snipe measurements (i. e., jib and main sheet specs,etc). Still
it is not complicated in any way and anyone should be able to
understand every word and page.

It will not conflict in any way with SCIENTIFIC SAILBOAT
RACING-the Sniper's "Bible" by Ted Wells whichevery advanced
Sniper should possess, for it is rather classified as preliminary
reading before graduating to Ted's more advanced study. It will
be fine to use in a spring training or junior program, either
alone or in conjunction with our pamphlet Principal Sailing
Rules, and the price is low enough to make it within the reach
of all - just 75? per copy, with a special offer of $6.00 in lots
of 10 only. (Jet a copy and look it over - you'll like it!

Incidentally, we expect to issue the 14th Revised Edition of
Fearon D. Moore's PSR early in 1969. This will all depend on
how soon the new rule changes adopted by NAYRU/IYRU in
November will be available so the necessary editing can be done.
We expect to sell this in conjunction with the NAYRU/IYRU
official rule book as in the past. Watch the BULLETIN for
further detailed announcements on these publications.

FLASH! FLASH! Dates for the 24thSnipe World Championship
Regatta on Luanda Bay,Angola,PWA,will be Nov.4 to 10, 1969.



Japan Won Western Hemisphere Championship Title
New Brazilian Brother Team Takes Second —Argentina in 3rd Place

H

THE CHAMPIONS - Takao Ninomiya proudly
holds the Hayward Trophy high after it is handed
over by Horacio Campi, General Secretary of the
Western Hemisphere. Crew Hideo Kawamura
holds other awards.

THE RUNNERS-UP -Skipper
Edgard Hasselmann and his
brother Robinson of Brasilia,
Brasil, hold carved wooden

prizes.

THIRD PLACE WINNERS - Skipper Luis
Orella and his crew Manuel do la Oren of

Buenos Aires, Argentina receive their
memento prizes from Bud Hook, National
Secretary of the United States.

For the first time, Japan headlines the BULLETIN, and the
occasion is none other tlian winning one of the Big Three titles
in international Snipe competition - the Western Hemisphere
Championship title.

Naturally, the first question is: How come? We11,for two
reasons: (1) Japan has sailed in World Championship Regattas
for several years, but did not quite fit in geographically with
either the European or Western Hemispliere events. So,in 1959
at the WC in Porto Alegre, they requested permission (since
there was no organized competition in the Far East), to be
considered as a WH country as it was more convenient to make
such trips. Permission granted, they entered the 1960 WH
Regatta at Buenos Aires and added spice to their inaugural by
taking 3rd place.

(2) Their boys have learned how to sail Snipes! From a
slow start; isolated from good boats and sails which the rest
of the world had; with natural light weight teams: the Japanese
have developed expert sailors over the years equipped with their
own fine sails (made by O'Hara), and the Japanese Yachting
Association sent over 2 of their best teams to represent them.
Young men in their early 20s, they know what and how to do it.

24-year old Takao Ninomiya and crew Hideo Kawamura
convinced everyone that they could take it when they sailed a
2-1-4-2-6-3 series for 31.4 points after dropping their worst
race (8). Tliat was 11.7 points difference between the 2nd place
winners, Edgard and Robinson Hasselmann, another brother
team from Brasil. who sailed 4-7-1-3-8-2 and dropped a 10th.
(By the way, how does Brasil manage to pop up with so many
brother teams. We have had the famous Schmidt twins, the
Conrads, and Piccolos — now they send 2 teams to tliis race
— the brothers Hasselmann and brothers Pontes! And they
are always good, but will it ever end?) Luis Orella of Argentiua
sailed a fine series, but with a DNF in the 2nd race, his 14th
spot in the 6th definitely shoved him down from the top in spite
of winning the last race.

A little contest between Brasil (Pontes), the 2 Bahamas
teams (Kelly and Siegenthaler), and the U.S. (Elms) developed
in the last race for the next places, but when Elms ran into
trouble around a mark (DNF) and Siegenthaler took the 10th
spot, Pontes and Kelly with 54. 7 and 57 finished for 4thand 5th.

This 10th WH Regatta ( a biennial event) was organized by
the U.S. Snipers with the Florida Yacht Club of Jacksonville as
the host club, and a series of 7 races was scheduled from Oct.

20-25. Each country is allowed 2 teams, so 19 champions
represented 11 nations, the largest one to assemble. Ralph
Conrad of Brasil could not defend his title due to Olympic par -
ticipation.

20 new fiberglass huUs built by Eugene Lemke Engineering
& Boat Co. ,of Indianapolis and identically equipped, were
furnished by the U.S. hosts, so drawings for boats between
races were not necessary as all were equal from the start.
Each contestant had to furnish his own sails.

Modified Olympic courses were sailed on the St. Johns
River in front of the club on the outskirts of the city. Running
north from central Florida to the ocean, the river is as much
as 4 miles wide with plenty of room to lay out good courses.
The water is brackish, but with not much current or tide, but
it did contain large patches of "weeds" or floating haycinth
beds which had been torn loose by recent heavy rains and
flood waters. A natural hazard for all.

Winds were light to moderate from Monday to Friday, with
the heaviest weather during the Sunday tune-up races (won by
Elms) and the Secretaries' Swan Song event Friday afternoon
(won by Horacio Campi) when winds were from 20-28 mph for
both events. With Hurricane Gladys passing through Friday
night, weather was unpredictable, and winds were lighter than
desired, shifting day after day from east to west and back again
similar to lake sailing with no large waves or heavy slop.

1st RACE - Since the usual pattern is for winds to come up about
11 A. M., it was decided to run 2 races each day back-to-back,
with lunch boxes provided for intermissions. So, on Monday,
the initial race got away in 12-15 mph winds. In the lead, the
2 Bahamas boats went off to port; Elms down the middle: and
Brasil (Hasselmann) in to shore on starboard. At the reaching
mark, only Hasselmann was visible behind Orella (Argentina)
and Garcia (Uruguay). Kelly and Elms were 10 and 11. At the
2nd ww, Kelly had moved up to 3rd and Elms 7th. This order
held until Garcia passed Orella on the home beat. Kelly took a
DNF as Ebns replaced him in 3rd, followed by Hasselmann and
Miguel Casellas of Puerto Rico. «

2nd RACE - Shortly after, in diminishing winds of 8-10 mph.
This was all Kelly as he got on the right track to lead all the
way around. Japan (Ninomiya) and Elms closed liim all the way,
but as winds went up to 14, Kelly showed increasing open water,
At the finish, it was Ninomiya in 2nd, Warfield (U.S.) 3rd (he



THE OPENING CEREMONY was held Sunday evening arouna tne aance floor on the waterfront lawn in front of the clubhouse
to the strains of martial music from a navy band. National flags were held by decorative Luffmates in front of the entrants
as they were introduced under the flag pole dressed with appropriate flags and burgees.
moved up from 8 in 2 legs): Canada (Richards) 4th, and Dates
(Argentina) 5th. Orella took a DNF here.
3rd RACE - Tuesday: Winds continue to lighten, 5-8 and very
shifty. Japan now demonstrated her strength by taking the lead
over Siegentlialer (Bahamas) by 38 seconds at the first WW mark
and held it all around the course as both boats ran away from
the rest of the fleet. At the 2nd ww mark, Siegenthaler in turn
was 60 seconds ahead of Orella. Elms, and Kelly. The race
ended in that order.

4th RACE - Still light 5-6, but increasing to 8-18 before the
finish. This was Brasil - Japan Day! Good start with Elms
leading one group to Land on starboard; all others to port,except
4 Japanese and Brasil boats down the middle - and they were
smart! At the reaching mark, it was Hasselmann, Tada (2nd
Japanese boat), Pontes, Ninomiya, and Orella. At the 2nd ww,
the order remained, and Elms liad worked up to 10th. The fleet
was strung out for the entire length of the run, and at the finish
the only cliange was Puerto Rico replacing Orella for 5th.

5th RACE - Wednesday: The only one scheduled and started
late in the P. M.in very shifty 8-10 mph winds. This looked
like Bahamas - Brazil Day, for Kelly, Hasselmann,Siegenthaler,
and Pontes led the way around the triangle wlule Ninomiya was
way back in 14th after his worst start of the series. But on the
4th and ww leg, tilings started to cliange as he turned on the gas.
Pontes tacked liis way into the lead: Elms dropped from 6th to
12th; Ninomiya tacked clear up to 3rd behind Kelly. Pontes
held his nice lead to finish 1st; Japan, still on the move, 2nd:
Hasselmann 3rd, followed by Orella and Kelly.

At tliis point, Ninomiya and Hasselmann were the only ones
without a bad race or sure throw-out, and odds were all for
Japan taking the series. Hasselmann had a shot at the title, but
would have to sail two near-perfect races while Ninomiya fell
away from liis week's form. While rough weather on Thursday
could be a very large and deciding factor, it still didn't figure
to happen. Orella, Kelly, Elms, and
Pontes followed in overall standings with
all positions Upfor grabs. Again, anything
could liappen in the last 2 races to upset,

6th RACE - Thursday: Delayed by lack
of wind, finally started Late in 6-8 breezes .
Tada, Kelly, and Ninomiya led around the
triangle, but on the 2ndwwa flat calm pre
ceding a thunderstorm descended. After
much rain, lightning, low visibility, clear
ing showeda cliange in the spread-out fleet
formation with Siegenthaler now in 1st:
Pontes 2nd: Elms 3rd: tlien Richards and

Kelly on the finish line. Elms and Kelly

thus improved their positions overall for they beat Ninomiya
in 6th, and he was still ahead of Hasselmann in 8th place. Due
to the lateness of the hour and little wind in the aftermath of
the storm, the 7th and final race was carried over to Friday
morning, the make-up day. This 6th race was protested due to
changing of a mark plus storm conditions, but the protest was
eventually disallowed.

7th RACE - Friday A.M. This became the crucial race, for
standings now were Japan 25. 7, Hasselmann and Pontes 30.7
each, Elms 46.1, and Kelly 47. Japan had to stick close to
the Brazilians, Winds were the best of the week, up to 12-16
and fairly steady as they increased. All got good starts,
especially Orella who took the lead and held it to the finish by
a large margin. Ninomiyawas way back, in 8th at the triangle,
wlule Dates was 2nd and Kelly 3rd. At the start of the run,
Ninomiya had moved up to 5th and in the last beat, moved on
up to 3rd, finishing right behind Hasselmann, who had sailed
a nice 2nd. Again, Ninomiya had pulled his chestnuts out of
the fire with a brilliant performance. Kelly was pushed back
to 5th place by Poulsen (Canada) , while Elms took a DNF.

Thus Japan gained a well-deserved victory with a record
of consistent comebacks after bad starts. The two Brasilian
teams did as expected, putting up their characteristic hard
fight for the top, and Orella of Argentina just missed higher
rating when he got a 14th spot in the 6th race which he could
not discard due to an early DNF. It is interesting to note that
no one won more than one first place - 7 races, 7 winners.

Trophies and honors were awarded Friday night. The
Florida YC with Billy McQuaid general chairman, spared nothing
in its efforts to make tliis a memorable week of racing and the
farewell occasion one never to be forgotten by those who had
travelled so far and experienced famed Southern Hospitality at
its best. U.S. Snipers will be extremely grateful to these fine
hosts for the interest, friendship,and generosity given so freely.

Final Results - 12th WESTERN' HEMISPHERE CHAMPIONSHIP REGATTA - lackscnville. Florida - Ocl 20-25. 10b i.

BOA**- COUNTRY SKIPPP.R C9p RACKS: : 2 3 4 5 6 7 Pts.6-of-7 Fin

J-172S3 .In pa n fa.'cno tfinoniyix Hlduo Kawamurn r 2 1 4 2 6 3 45.4 31. 1 1
BL-14002 Brazil Krigard Hasselnnnn Robinson HftSMlvann 4 7 10 1 3 8 •1 59.7 43.7 2

A-15378 Argentina f.uis Orella Manuel D-; ',a Orden 2 BNF 3 G 4 14 1 73.4 48.4 ::

BW5235 Brazil Crlstiano Pontes Johm Pontes 10 :• i* 3 1 2 8 71.7 54.7 4

BA-16408 Pahacas Basil Kelly Pedro Wassitsch D*F 1 5 K 5 7 5 R2 57 :>

US-17471 United Stat il Earl Slss Jon Vegand 3 6 4 10 9 3 DKf 87.1 61.1 i

BA-13159 linlinras Pierre Sioj;eni lialer Colin Callender 13 9 •i !•'. 6 1 10 80.7 c:.7 .'

A- I53i.fi Argentine Pedro Da ten F"i'nando Do Aldocoa W! 5 7 7 10 5 e 91.7 73.7 a
us-ieei7 United Stat on J!n *arfiold Cort Killnott 6 3 8 W» 11 11 7 97.4 78. 1 »

KC-10547 Canada Howard Richards Peter Raillle 11 4 9 '.'• 14 4 9 104 83 •.'

.'-17280 Japan Hlrophi Tada Sht|;eru K?aka 7 12 •sar 2 13 9 11 HO 85 ii
PR-1S06O Puerto Rico MiRUel Casollas Jaime Otero a >•• 13 5 1 10 12 HI 86 r.'

0-14777 Uruguay Horacio Garcia Fodorlco I.atourretto i rwr 12 » 8 11> 15 114 89 13

KC-13479 Cannda Kent PouIfcii Edward Crook 14 11 6 12 *6 13 4 114.7 93.7 Il4
KR-10507 Bormida .11 chard Todd James Amos '.t 14 14 14 12 i* 13 134 112 115
V-1G828 Venezuela Dr. Victor Hucsta Dr. Terry Tigris 15 8 IS PIK DNF 12 14 111 ii9 lie
U-127H7 Uruguay Ricardo l'l|{nono Rodolfo Hernandez If. 13 IS 11 BBC 17 atr 155 128 117

CBtI5S03 Colombia Daniel Moreno Mario Pailaco 17 D*fl 17 17 1C is 1 ' IBS 139 IlK
00-1731? Colombia ' >r. n-/o Depa^cnle Pat Collins p*r DKF IK IK BNF 18 1' 169 144 |l9



RACING TACTICS: TUNING A SNIPE

Featuring

MAST RAKE, SHROUD TIGHTNESS, and MAST BEND

( The two articles under this heading are the first of what is
planned to be a regular feature of each issue of the BULLETIN
in the future. Written by two outstanding sailors, they give 2
viewpoints on the same subject. - Ed.)
********************************************************

Earl Elms 29-year old Earl Elms, sailmaker and owner
• of liis company by the same name, is a native

of California. Born in San Diego, he still
Ilives there with his wife, Susan.

He started sailing at the age of ten,
and got into Snipe in 1964: He has also sailed
Flying Dutcliman, Finn, and Contender.

His sailing honors are quite lengthy, start
ing with SabotJr. Championships in 1955-56-57.
Then he was International Penguin Champ in
1963: U.S.National Snipe Champ(3 times)in
66-67-68. Midwinter Champ-67; FD District
Champ 64-68; 2nd 1967 World Snipe Champion
ship. Snipe District 6 Champ 66-67-68; 2nd

O'Day Cup Series 1964. Quite a record!
********************************************************

By Earl Elms

I was asked to write an article on my experiences and
ideas on how to tune a Snipe as far as the mast rigging is
concerned.

For the past three years I have done most of my sailing
with a Proctor E section aluminum mast. 1 use the E section

because it is dependable and predictable while also being very
flexible when rigged right. I do not know of any of these masts
that liave broken without first a failure to some other important
part of the rig such as shrouds, spreaders, mast step, or
chain plates. I also like the size of the mast, as it is smaller
than a satisfactory wooden mast. The halyards are enclosed
in the groove so they do not cut hard spots in the main when
the mast is bent quite a bit. The spreaders do create wind
age, but I think they help enough on the off-wind legs to more
than compensate. They hold the mast in column and allow
you to put the right amount of vang on without bending the
mast sideways, thereby keeping the sails full with a slightly
tightened leech, which helps on reaches and runs.

Although I am writing about the Proctor E mast, I be
lieve you can do the same things with a wooden mast, if you
are the type of person who likes to experiment.

Now that I have explained why I use the Proctor E mast,
I will try to explain how I set it up in the boat and how to
control it. First, I prefer the mast at the most extreme for
ward position allowed by the rules which is 60" from the bow
to the center of the mast at the deck line. Some skippers be
lieve it is best further aft. I have tried it and believe the boat

picks up too much helm when the wind freshens. It might
be a little better in light air, but I always keep mine forward.
I believe it is best for most conditions.

I also keep the jibstay as far forward as the rules allow
which is 11" from the bow. My mast is keel stepped and
passes through a hole in the deck that is 2 3/4" wide. I used
to use various mast blocks in front of the mast at the deck

line to control the bend of the mast. These blocks are liard

to remove or insert when the wind is up, so now I have rig
ged a puller arrangement on my boat to replace the mast
blocks. I place the chain plates 80 1/2" back from the bow
and 4" in from the side. This is important, because it acts
in conjunction with the spreader length to control the mast
bend. My spreaders are 17" long and are set with a distance
of 20" between the tips when they are raked back. I use wood
en blocks to stop the spreaders from swinging too far back,
but they should be free to swing forward.

As far as mast rake and shroud tightness are concerned,
I think it will be easiest to give you the dimensions and pro
cedures I use for setting up my Snipe. Rig the jib on the boat
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and hoist it up. take a 25' measuring tape and attach the
end of it to the main halyard shackle. Pull the tape up the
mast and put the main halyard in the normal locked position.
Pull the mast aft until the jib luff wire becomes taut. Ad
justments to your jib stay length might be necessary so that
the laid is on the jib luff wire. Measure the distance from
the end of the halyard to the center of your transom. If the
transom has a 1" crown, the distance should be 21*11". If
the crown is more or less then the 1", respective adjust
ments of the length of 21"11" will be necessary. Now pull
the mast forward until both side shrouds are tight. Mea
suring the same way the distance should now be 22'8".

Now that you have the boat rigged so that you can con
trol the mast bend, the big problem is to get the right sail
shape for the amount of wind, the roughness of water, and
the amount of crew weight you are carrying. You do tliis by
either increasing or decreasing the bend in the mast. Some
sails are built especially for light air and will not take mast
bend, so it is necessary to hold the mast as straight as pos
sible. When the weather becomes extreme it becomes almost

impossible to keep the mast straight, so the effectiveness of
these mains is cut down. On the other hand some mains are
built to take mast bend. These sails are not as effective in

lighter air because they require some mast bend to get the
right shape. But in winds of 10 and above, these sails seem
to be more effective because the sail shape can be controlled
with mast bend. For instance,, if you are sailing in rough
water with quite a bit of crew weight, you will want to develop
a little more power to carry you through the swells. To do
this, it will be necessary to straighten the mast a little, which
will make the sail fuller and tighten the leech, giving you more
power. But if the crew weight is lighter or the water is
smoother, not quite so much power is necessary to keep the
boat going at its best speed. Then it would be desirable to
bend the mast more, which flattens the sail and lets you point
higher while not really giving away boat speed.

Since the wind and sea conditions will often change during
a race, it is adviseable for a skipper to find the various com
binations which make his Snipe perform best under the differ
ent conditions. You might start a race with your boat setup
one way and finish with the mast blocks changed considerably
from the start. It is very important to keep the right sail
shape for the varying conditions, and if you can do this through
out the race, you will finish near the tq) of the fleet.

**********************************************************

Francis Seavy is another name well-known
to Snipers over tlie last 25 years. Francis,
now in the boat business in both cons-

struction and sales in Clearwater, Florida,
lives there with lus wife, Naomi. Born in
1921, he started sailing in 1933 and got
into Snipe in 1940. He lias also participated
in Ocean and Class Racing; Flying Dutch
man, Thistle, and Windmill.

He has represented the U.S. in the
1951 SCIRA World and 1966 Western Hemi

sphere Championship Regattas: 1951 U.S.
National Champ: District 4 Champ 1957-58
-63-64-65-68; Midwinter Champ 1953-56-
58-60-63-66-68; sailed SCIRA Snipe in
Yachting's One-of-a-Kind Regatta in 1959
-63-66. A venerable record, indeed!

******************************************************

By Francis Seavy
MAST RAKE

Seavy
and his

lightweight
crew.

Mast rake controls weather helm. The more rake - the

more weather helm. This is when using a fairly stiff mast.
I have been using an aluminum Proctor E section for about 8
years. Charlie Morgan and I decided to get this mast after
seeing Ted Wells use the E section in 1961.

This mast bends quite easily and flattens the main, making
it much easier to hold the boat flat in heavier air. Now, be
cause the boat is held flat, there is no weather helm to speak of.


















