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PlYWOOD SNIPES

CITY ISLAND 64.
NYC. .

Spars * Rigging * Replacement Parts * Accessories

Prompt Attention To Mail Orders

BOAT LUMBER
Cedar • Mahogany • Sitka Sprue*
Took • Oak • Cypres! • Redwood

WATERPROOF EXTERIOR PLYWOOD 3/32" to 1" — 8' to 16' long
Stnd for Frt« L«rab«r lookltt

Ask about Ki/mmM finishes, avai lable in

Plasticlear and colors. The fastest. roughest
most durable finish your boat can have.

Ask for free folder

MAURICE L. CONDON CO. INC.
170 FERRIS AVENUE D.pt. $.7 WHITE PLAINS.' N. Y.
T.I.: WH Ml 11 Op.* S.hi-d.,i

THESE PROMINENT SKIPPERS SAILED

Varalyay
^Jne L^ttoice of \-nampiond

DARBY METCALF

FRED SCHENCK

TED WELLS

TERRY WHITTEMORE

EDDIE WILLIAMS

CARLOS BOSCH

TOM FROST

BETH OLSEN

CARL ZIMMERMAN

ADD YOUR NAME TO THIS LIST

WOOD or FIBERGLAS
Complete or Semi-Finished

BUILT

SNIPES

n

VARALYAY BOAT WORKS
1810 W 166 STREET GAHDENA, CALIFORNIA

TheJSNIPE BULLETIN is edited and produced monthly by
Birney Mills, Executive Secretary.

Address all correspondence to:
Snipe Class International Racing Association,

655 Weber Ave., Akron 3, Ohio, U. S. A.
Subscription Rates. ^

$2. 00 Per Year. ^^
Owners of measured and paid-up Snipes receive

SNIPE BULLETIN as part of their membership free.

Forms close on the 15th of each month preceding publicat
ion. Material received after that date will not appear un
til a later issue. Contract advertising rates may be had on
application. Be sure and notify SNIPE BULLETIN of any
change in address,giving both old and new addresses.

New Officers Take Over
Another milestone was passed in the 30 year life of SCIRA

when, for the first time, a Sniper outside of the United States, Or.
Frank Penman of England, assumed the office of International
Commodore. He will be assisted by Vice-Commodore Dr. Sam
Norwood of Atlanta, Georgia; Rear-Commodore Floyd E. Hughes,
Jr. ,of Council Bluffs, Iowa; Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Birney Mills of Akron,Ohio; and Ted A. Wells of Wichita,Kansas
as Chairman of the Rules Committee.

New members of the Board of Governors as elected at the
annual meeting in Clearwater last August also took office for the
calendar year starting January first

Retiring Commodore Edward Garfield and Commodore Pen
man send these greetings to all members of SCIRA:
COMMODORE GARFIELD:

"Having been Commodore of SCIRA was a very great honor,
and I wish to express my thanks to the Flag Officers, Board
Members, and all members who have helped make 1960 another^k
good Snipe year. • W

Although we are disappointed that Snipe was not selected for
the 1964 Olympics, I am sure Sniping will continue to prosper
with or without the Olympics as we have done for the past 30
years. With more numbers being issued than ever before —
and our numbers are now nearly 13,000 — this Is proof that
Snipe is still the finest sailing class in the world.

Let's all do our best to help Terry Whittemore, Chairman,
make the World Championship at Rye.N. Y. ,next September the
finest sailing regatta ever held. I am looking forward to the
pleasure of meeting Snipers there from every country that has
an official Snipe fleet.

Thanks again to everyone and my very best wishes to our
new Commodore,Dr. Frank Penman. •*
COMMODORE FRANK PENMAN:

"I should like to say how proud I am that you have elected me
to be Commodore of such a world wide organization. To you all
I send New Year wishes for fair winds and close finishes! "

The International Organization is in good hands and every
Snipe owner is urged to become a member and contribute toward
the growth and progress of the world famous Snipe.

Insurance information Requested
The insurance questionnaire enclosed is for information only

and carries no obligation of any kind. Please fill it in, fold it
like a letter, and mail it in. Thus a history and record of past
experiences will be established for the Insurance companies so
they can present a favorable special policy for all Snipe owners.

1961 U. S. National Race Dates Changed —
Tom St. John,Chairman of hte Organizing Committee for the

1961 U. S.National Championship series has requested that the_^
dates for that event bechanged from early September to Augiu' "^
3-11 after due consideration of all the factors involved. This re

quest has been granted by the Board of Governors and will, no
doubt, be quite popular with the majority of prospective entrants.
The World Championship Races will be held as originally
scheduled for September 14-23. Details for both events later.



FRANCE WINS THE SIXTH

MEDITERRANEAN SERIES

This Championship for International Snipes was held at
Algiers under theburgee of the Yacht Club D'Alger on November
11-13th. This event was inaugurated by Pierre Humerau.the
president Of the club, and is held annually In November. It was
first held in 1955 when it was won by Poissant of France. The
2nd championship was held in Cannes in 1957 and won by Capio
of Italy, the 3rd and 5th events won by Fragnlere of Switzerland,
while the 4th one was won by Klvstrom of Denmark, the present
World Champion of the Snipe class.

The program was opened with the hoisting of the colours of
the various countries entered and representatives from the
various consulates were present at this ceremony. There were
eleven flags hoisted on the clubhouse roof at the .Tetee Nord,
being Lagiers, France, Germany, Belgium,Switzerland, Mexico,
Portugal,Spain, United States,and Great Britain.

Five races were held with four being counted. The first four
were triangular and the last windward/leeward. The overall
winner was Poissant of Bordeaux, tin; present French National
Champion, who had four lsts after being 5th in the first race.
Second was Raymond Fragniere of Switzerland, winner of the
1960 European Championship in Landskrona, Sweden,while
Troupel of Algiers was third. There were 57 contestants.

The first race, in light airs, was won handily by Fragniere,
with Suris of Spain 2nd, and Saugy of Switzerland 3rd. The
second race, held on Saturday, started off with a force 4 wind
from the west. This increased during the day to force 6,gusting
to 7/8, willi a choppy sea and hugh rollers. There were many
capsizes in the strong gusts -- any other centerboard class
would have been unable to race. This second race was won by
Poissant with Troupel 2nd and Flahout of Lorient 3rd. Fragniere
dropped back to 4th.

The waves were now larger than over and only parts of
the sails were visible when the boats were in the troughs.
Poissant, in the lead, covered the Swiss Saugy tack for tack to
the windward mark. In a strong wind, Saugy found that his mast
was bending too much and he preferred to retire, being afraid it
would break. Just Ixjhind Fragniere, the Belgian Dupont and the
young Parisian Courteaud were having a keen struggle. Several
boats were towed in and some had broken masts and other
damage. The race finished witli many crews on the point of
exhaustion. Results were: Poissant 1st, Fragniere 2nd, and
Courteaud 3rd.

In the evening a civic reception was held at the Town Hall
followed by a dinner at the club.

Sunday dawned with the prospect of some very interesting
racing due to the close positions of the leaders on points. The
wind had dropped some want, but the course was set in the bay
where the waves were not so large. About 30 boats came to the
starting line, as the others had been unable to repair the damage
they had suffered or replace lost equipment. At the start, the
Older was Poullain, Poissant, Hine, Courteaud, Fragniere, and
the Algerian Beaufrere. On the beat to windward, Poullain was
passed by Poissant. The Belgian Hine also passed Poullain, but
only for a short time. Fragniere made a spectacular recovery
and caught Poullain at the finishing line. Poullain was dis
qualified on protest by Fragniere at the windward mark for not
giving right of way when the leaders arrived there in a bunch.
The finishing order was Poissant 1st, Fragniere 2nd,and Cour
teaud 3rd. These three, with Poullain, were far ahead of the rest
of the fleet.

After a cold meal served on the water as on the previous day
the final race started in a wind that had dropped somewhat.
Flahaul of France took the lead, but overstood the windward
mark and allowed Poullain and Samuel through. Behind them
came Saugy, Poissant, and Fragniere. On the run, Poissant took
the lead followed by Saugy. Flahaut lost several places and
these boats held their lead over the rest of the fleet. Results

were Poissant 1st, Fragniere 2nd, and Poullain 3rd.
The Italian entry unfortunately did not arrive. The first

(Continued bottom of 2nd column page 11)

Murphy*j Nye
' 4721 N. KEDZIE AVE. J)ac#Ma4etl . CHICAGO 25

BRANCH: 616 3RD ST. ANNAPOLIS, MD.

"Ask the man who sails one"

LOFLAND
FIBRE

GLASS

ARE... • a • o v • •

STILL IMPROVING

SNIPES
FIVE YEARS AGO, WE BUILT OUR FIRST
FIBERGLAS SNIPE !

During that time, we have produced many boats for
skippers all over the country — all satisfied that they
were getting the best Snipe on the market, a LOFLAND
SNIPE with the latest improvements. Now we have de
veloped a new mold for our 1960 deck. It's great!

AND WE ALSO ANNOUNCE:

* We have incorporated our company with a change
in name.

* We have moved into larger quarters equipped with
a much bigger and nicer shop combined with ample
show room space. We are on our way to do a more
effective job of producing Snipes - THE BETTER
TO SERVE YOU!

i£o}land Sail-(8ra{t, 'Dnc.
«I23 NORTH BROADWAY WICHITA 19. KANSAS

"-IDortd'a \irtt "-producer o}^ibre <§lait> Snipe'
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THE ULTIMATE IN JIB SHEET CONTROL

For the skipper who knows speed and effi
ciency in tail trimming i» a prime requisite
towards winning races.

PRICE $18.00 POSTPAID

HOWARD N. RICHARDS

JOS Manhsn Rd.

OokvlII*, Onl.
Canada

• Your crew can hike-out with the jib sheet as support without it coming
unjommod.

• No more fumbling and aiming for narrow openings as found on ordinary
cleats. Simply pass the sheet over the tube anywhere on its entire length
of 3W. Sheet automatically slides up the tube engaging the cam and is

' held positively and firmly in the desired position.

• Doubleacting cam works both ways, portor starboardtack. Only the one
fitting necessary.

• Releases instantly with a simple flip of the wrist. Saves precious seconds
every time you tack. The crew can be hiking-out immediately after tack
ing rather than still leaning inboard trying to get that turn around the
winch.

• Chrome plated bronze alloy, camts complete with screws for mounting
an aft end of centreboard box.

• Suitable for all racing classes in which the jib is trimmed manually ond
where a 1/4" or 5 16" dia. sheet is used.

• Standard overall length is VA". However, can be supplied in lengths
from Th" to 5" on request. On some boats the longer length eliminates
the necessity of having to build up the centreboard box to the correct
operating height In line with the fairleads.

CUSTOM BUILT SNIPES
MASTS- BOOMS-RUDDERS

CENTERBOARD LIFTS

THE FAMOUS

t JAIN SHEET JAM
M/*1' _our specialty^
I* Patent no. 2-627,834

DUFFY^ ROBERTS J
1810 S. Orchard Knobb Chaltanoogo 4, Tonn. J?

BLUE PRINTS.. $5.00
REVISED JULY 1960

SCIRA 655 WEBER AVE. AKRON 3, OHIO

FOR SNAPPY SNIPE SAILING!
BOAT SAILING $1.00

AMATEUR BOAT BUILDING $4.00

by William F. Crosby

Designer of SNIPE 6 OTHER SMALL BOATS.
Rudder Publishing Co., 575 Lexington Ave., New York 22, N. Y,

TIPS
on Sails and Sail Handling

CLEANING DACRON SAILS
HARD SAILS, Inc. ,of Isllp,New York, very kindly gave their
permission to the BULLETIN to reprint this timely and most
informative article. It contains the answers to many oft-asked
questions, and such expert advice will prove interesting to all
sailors.

Before any attempt is made to clean synthetic sails, certain
properties of the materials themselves should be understood.

Actually, Dacron and Nylon are subject to harm from only
two things: one is severe chafing, the other is exposure to
ultraviolet light.

Dacron sailcloth has a silicone coating which accomplishes
several purposes. It helps prevent the fabric from absorbing
water andbecoming over-heavy, it acts as a barrier for shedding
dirt, and it lowers the porosity of the cloth. In addition,silicones
have always been considered helpful in resisting wear and tear
caused by chafing and frlciton. Therefore, removal of this
coating, which can readily result from scrubbing with soap,
water, and brush may seriously harm the sail and effect its
speed.

Under normal conditions, sensitivity to ultraviolet light is
not an important factor with either Dacron or Nylon. The
average one-design sail is exposed to the sun only 60 to 100
hours in a season while a cruising baot sail may have up to 200
hours exposure. This is not enough, even over a period of years,
to affect the durability of the sail.

However, the sensitivity of both Dacron and Nylon to ultra
violet light is materially affected by alkaline or acid materials
which may be allowed to remain In contact with the fibres.
Dacron's sensitivity to the ultraviolet rays of sunlight is greatly
increased under alkaline conditions, while Nylon, when subjected
to acid conditions, will deteriorate rapidly. Thus,nothing of an
alkaline nature should ever be allowed to remain in Dacron
fabrics while nothing of an acid nature should be left in Nylon.

The pH.or "potential of Hyrdogen" scale used universally
in chemistry provides a measure of relative alkalinity and
acidity. The neutral point on this scale is 7 so that pH values
from 0 to 7 indicate acidity, while values from 7 to 14 indicate
alkalinity. pH test papers, available at any drug store, readily
permit testing for. alkaline or acid conditions after a sail has
been cleaned.

REMOVAL OF SURFACE DIRT

Dacron sails that are merely soiled may be cleaned by
washing or laundering, using a household soap or detergent
and water. Soaps and detergents, however, are alkaline and,when
they are used, the sail must be rinsed thoroughly four or five
times in clear water after washing to be sure that none of the
cleaning agent remains in the fabric. To make doubly sure, a
very weak solution of acetic acid may be employed as a neutral
izing rinse. There is, however, some danger in this practice
since the sail may be sewed with Nylon thread and have a Nylon
bolt rope and any acid allowed to stay in the sail will be harmful
to them. Nylon is used for these purposes because it is
appreciably stronger than Dacron although its sensitivity to
ultraviolet light is inherently greater.

Scrubbing, when required, may of necessity be done on a
concrete base. In this case, every precaution must be taken
to avoid chafing which may remove some of the silicone coating
with which the cloth is treated and weaken the threads or
roughen the surface of the fabric.
REMOVAL OF OIL,GREASE,AND TAR.

Petroleum products, such as oils,greases, and tar, are
difficult to clean from sails,but can be successfully removed if
the proper methods are employed.

Stains and deposits of petroleum products may be safely
(Continued on page 10)
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BERNARD EASTER HAYWARD!

BERNARD HAYWARD'S

SNIPE 9879

1960

WESTERN HEMISPHERE

CHAMPION

with

ULMER SAILS
(which placed No. 1 in the two

preceding Western Hemis
phere Races — 1956-1958)

CHARLES ULMERJNC. ~

City Island 64, N.Y.-Tel: TT-5-1700 or Annapolis, Maryland-Tel: CO 3-5020



I960 WESTERN HEMISPHERE RACES
San Isidro Yacht Club, Buenos Aires, Argentina

SOME TOP OFFICIALS - (1. to r.) Alberto Parma,Secretary of the Feder-
acion Argentina de Yachting do Carrera; Commodore Pedro Dates, President
of the Executive Committee; Birney Mills,SCIRA representative; Hector Al -
onso Pittaluga, National Secretary for Uruguay; Roberto Garcia Guevaro, Nat
ional Secretary for Argentina; and Reggie Tucker, Major-Domo of Bermuda.

6

THE BRAZILIAN ENTRIES—(Top) Gabriel Gonzalt
his crew Nelson Picoio: (Bottom) Gastao Altmayer
and Paulo Paradcda.



THE BERMUDA TEAMS with Reggie Tucker and the Western Hemisphere trophies won by them. Left to right: George
Brown, Penny Simmons, Jimmy Amos, Tucker, Bernard Hayward, Bobby Soares.and Bobby Oatley. Tho flags of the
competing nations can be seen in the background.

NORTH SAILS
ARE LEADING THE FLEET

t^M

Because we test each lot of cloth,
you are assured that we are

consistently able to make a fast sail.

Write for our brochure which
describes our sails.

£'& •• J

NORTH SAIL COMPANY

1111 Anchorage Lane. San Diego 6. California

JOHN JENKS

Pacific Coasl Champion
and District 7

Champion

* LANNY COON

Mid-Western Champion

'&
CARL EICHENLAUB

District 6 Champion



FRANCIS SEAVY WINS AGAIN AT ATLANTA
-EXPERIENCE (TILLMAN AND GILREATH) TAKES 2nd AND 3rd-

FRANCIS SEAVY and Tommy
Lewis are the TOP SPOOKS

SKIPPERS MEETING with

hovering overhead.
the Snipe Witch DICK TILLMAN and Linda Lowe feel

happy about coming in second.

Not only were nationally known skippers In contention for the
7th Annual Halloween Regatta staged by the Atlanta Fleet 330 on
Oct. 29-30th,but the field of 56 was given an international flavor
by two boats from the Spanish Point Boat Club of Bermuda
skippered by Wayne and Conrad Soares with their crews, Artliur
Plttman and Carl DeSousa.

Skippers from 13 states together with Uie Berniudians began
arriving a week ahead of time and 12 visiting boats staged an
impromptu race on Friday in a stiff northeast wind.

But Francis Seavy, the perennial favorite, of Clearwater, with
crew Tommy Lewis, won his third Halloween Regatta with two
5ths and a 1st,followed closely by Dick Tillman, former national
champion, and his lovely and talented crew, Linda Lowe.
Atlanta's Harold Gilreath took time out from acting as regatta
chairman to place third with Ralph Clement crewing for him,
and such salient spooks as Charley Morgan, Lee Thompson,
Cleve Slauson.Tom Head, and Terry Whitteniore came up behind
them.

Things began Friday night with a little wind dance by Tom
Steward, Dick McCarthy,et al which grew, like Topsy, into a real
Blow-Out!

The first race Saturday was a full-fledged drifter. Cleve
Slauson.who seemed to have a little sinking spell following
Friday's function, was ministered to so effectively by Dr. Nor
wood that he won his heat with a big lead. Frank and Toni
SueSZ from Cincinnati won the other heat. Seconds here went to
Sam Norwood (who evidently took some of Slauson's medicine
himself) and Elmer Riker; 3rds to Charley Morgan and Frank
Johnson.

The wind picked up slightly for the second race; and Terry
Whittemore and Tom Head won tlieir respective heats by getting
an early lead and staying there, although Whittemore had quite
a battle with Gilreath and Tillman to hold his advantage.

Lee Thompson and Courtney Ross took 2nds and Morgan and
Derek Peters 3rds. By the end of the second race, the air was
chilly enough for some of the old hot buttered rum served by
Dot Harris. This little warm-up procedure was followed by a

8

cocktail party, the traditional banquet, and a dance inspire
by Steward and McCarthy again, assisted by the AYC band.

Sunday morning brought a hiking breeze from the east for
a fast third race, won by Seavy and Tillman. Gilreath and Dick
McCarthy, the local prides, placed 2nd and Lee Thompson and
Lloyd Cox 3rd.

The father of Top Spook Seavy was an honored guest as was
1939 SCIRA Commodore Taver Bayly of Clearwater and Commo
dore Stuart Roberts of Privateer Yacht Club in Chattanooga.

The Atlanta Fleet sends best wishes to all the visitors who

made the regatta a success and awaits next Halloween with
anticipation. Y'ALLCOME! —Nolan B. Harmon

FINAL RESULTS - HALLOWEEN REGATTA (Top 24 boats)

BOAT SKIPPER CLUB RACES 12 2 PTS.Fin.

6995
10350

12345
6156
9020

12321
11220
7432

12750
11663
7435
9123
9363

10833
9329
9330
9753
8652

11660
11809
6258
8569
8054

Seavey Clearwater,Fla. 5 5 1 4192
Tillman Ft.Walton,Fla. 6 6 1 4050
Gilreath Atlanta,Ga. 4 7 2 4046
Morgan St .Petersburg 3 3 7 4044
Thompson Akron,Ohio 10 2 3 3925
Slauson Peoria,111. 1 9 5 3920
Head Peoria 6 1 15 3501
Whittemore Naugatuck,Conn. 14 1 7 3485
Accardi Montgomery,Ala. 9 5 8 3409
Suesz Cincinnati,Ohio 1 12 10 3402
Peters Atlanta 16 3 5 3365
Harmon Atlanta 8 8 9 3202
S.Norwood Atlanta 2 26 4 3115
D.Jones Atlanta 5 14 8 3114
Riker Atlanta 2 18 10 3011
W.Norwood Atlanta 4 6 21 2994
Harris Atlanta 7 4 20 2966
Hancock Indianapolis,Inc .DSQ k 4 2907
C.Soares Bermuda
Cox Chattanooga,Tenr .11 23 3 2668
Ross Clearwater 25 2 12 2618
Johnson Atlanta 3 20 15 2561
Colyer W.Palm Beach,Fls .13 11 14 2413
McCarthy Atlanta,Ga. 18 22 2 2411

1
2

3
4

5
6

7
8

9
10

11
12

13
14
15
16

17

%%
20
21
22

23
24



SNIPE NEWS IN BRIEF
Atlantans are quite pleased and justifiably proud over the large
attendance at their annual Halloween Regattas, hi 7 years, that
live bunch has built tlieir interclub affair into one of the best of
all SCIRA events, ranking with the districts and national races in
activity and importance. And not only is the competition the
best, but the distinctive spook celebration and the resulting fun
and comaradle convince amny outsiders that they should them
selves become Snipers. Such direct hits have occurred at Mont
gomery , Alabama, where Major William Aicardi (one of Lt. Dick
Tillman's friemds in the Air Force) has enough boats for the
nucleus of a new fleet, while at Camilla, Georgia, Dr. Jack Doyle
is now organizing a group. The bug bit both men after attend
ance at area regattas, especially the Halloween affair. Thus
there is definite proof that the time and effort for interfleet
regattas do pay off and one never knows what the results might
be The indefatigible Mimi (the Norwood girl who always
comes up with different angles) got busy with her adding machine
and sent in some unusual statistics on this year's regatta. She
added up all the boat numbers of the participants and got the
amazing number of 569,223 and then got the mean of 10165 for
the 56 sails involved. Probably the first time it would have
gone over 10000. The lowest number was 6258 and the highest
12750. Old 6995 won the title. It indicates that top active sail
ors periodically switch boats regardless of no changes in hull
design. Many people also buy new cars every 2 years simply
because they get tired of the old ones. Then she figured up the
total mileage the entrants from 12 states plus Bermuda travelled
over the week and got 43,950 miles, or one and one/half times
around the world. All of which goes to show that (as many
people claim) " Sailors aren't people!" But again it proves that
nothing stops people from pursuing their sport and hobby
Incidentally, Vice-Commodore Sam and Mimi sailed very con
sistently with a 2-4-26 !! "Anyway, we won all the parties!"
Many friends of Holder Soares de Oliveira of Lisbon, Portugal,
will be interested in this report of his activities; " This year

r

KENNETH E. WATTS

have been sailing Finn class in order to represent Portugal in
the Olympics,where I finished 14 among 37 competitors including
Elvstrom, Duque D'Arion.and other Snipe skippers. Thus I was
obliged to neglect Snipe, but now I am making a new boat and,
with my brother as crew, we shall do our best to get to New York
next year. Incidentally, I was approved a crew of our well-
known Star skipper Duarte Belo to the World Championship of
the Star class in Brazil which will be held the last of November.

I also contacted Gabriel Gonzales,Nelson Piccolo.and the Schmidt
brothers at Lisbon Airing the First Games Luso-Brasileiros. ". .
Fleet 1 at Dallas hasn't quit sailing for the season yet. When
ever Uie weather permits,they turn out in full force. They have
a special Frostbite series in progress now and had races on
Christmas eve and again on the 26th. They hope to have even a
bigger and better season in 1961 The Helsinki Fleet 481
elected Paul Vatanen as Fleet Captain at tlieir annual meeting on
November. He is a very well-known Snipe sailor and the
National Champion in 1959. The number of boats in the fleet has
increased more than 50% to 31 The new Mission Bay Fleet
485 continues to grow :uid Herb Shear reports, "Ross Harris is
quite a salesman,and is going wild. We can't seem to get him
stopped in getting new members. (Who wants to?) At the
present time, we have 11 boats, and with 5 more sure ones, we
will have 16 by the middle of January. " Applause! Our
World Champion Paul Elvstrom of Denmark continued to prove
he is one of the best sailors in the world when he won the gold
medal in the Finn class at the 1960 Olympics and became the
first sailor ever to take four Olympic yachting gold medals.
SCIRA is proud to have such talent also in Snipe and we con
gratulate him again. You can be sure you will see him in
New York this September. That will be SOME series!
Dick Ver Halcn, 835 Beloit Ave. , Forest Park, Dl. , is the newly
elected FC of the Chicago Fleet 86. He sends in a list of 16
boat owners plus 17 more prospects and includes a detailed plan
of meetings and programs to further develop the fleet. It looks
like SCIRA will finally have a good Chicago fleet. If you have
any Sniper friends in the Windy City, have them contact Dick.

AIT1IMI Sffig M«tfjg/p

Recognize these winning grins? These happen to
be worn by the new National Snipe Champion,
Richard Tillman, and his crew, Beth Norwood.
Had we the space we would like to display many
more such winning smiles, including those of the
Jr. National Snipe Champion, Leslie Larson.

Perhaps most pleasing to us is the realization that
each entry in this national championship series is
a fleet champion in his own right, and more than
half of the entries used Watts sails, recognizing
their championship caliber.

aify-^
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TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA



SEMANTICS

An argument lias developed concerning whether or not we should
say that we are using the Olympic course or an Olympic-type
course in our major championship regattas. Also, in the West
ern Championship Hemisphere regatta in Buenos Aires recently
the question came up as to whether or not the use of this type
of course implied a requirement to use the IYRU starting signals.

We do not use a true Olympic course which consists of eight
marks permanently set out in a circle. In fact, the Rules for
Major Championship Regattas specifically prohibit the use of
fixed marks for two reasons: First,we have a minimum course
length of five nautical miles, and a maximum of seven. In light
winds, the minimum length should be used; with a nice breeze,
it is desirable to sue a longer course.

The main reason,however, is that only with pure good luck do
you get an ideal windward leg with the eight mark circle.
I know - I was on the Committee boat at the Pan-American
Games at Chicago and had the job of picking the courses. It
seemed that most of the time,the ideal windward leg was halfway
between marks of the eight mark circle, giving us a deviation of
22 1/2* from windward, at least; and if you guessed wrong on
which way the wind would shift (I generally did!),you were off
22 1/2* plus the shifts. A ten degree shift off of a perfect wind
ward leg isn't too bad,but a 32 1/2"deviation from the ideal is
pretty bad,especially for a major championship.

Therefore, it is probably more correct to say we use an
Olympic-type coursein thatwespecifya start dead to windward,
a 45*- 90°- 45*triangle next.then another beat followed by a run
(item of incidental intelligence of no importance: a run is called
a FLOW in Bermuda), then a beat to finish at the windward mark.
We also specify that the racing rules normally used by the host
country shall be used, which takes care of the starting signals.

Incidentally, on a large body of water, don't let yourself be
carried away laying out the markers for the course for a week
end regatta race - it can get pretty long, especially if your
starting line is at the clubhouse. San Antonio's Halloween
regatta was transplanted to Austin's Lake Travis as their own
Texas-type fishpond hadbeen drained by the city to be deepened.
We fiddled around for quite a time Saturday afternoon waiting for
the wind to decide whether to blow or not, (and if so, from what
direction) before a nice 15 mph breeze came up. We started
from the club on an Olympic-type course which was a dandy
— it was dark before we got back to the club!

BLUE NORTHERS

This also turned out to be the last race. Everyone was up and
around at the prescribed time Sunday morning so we could sail
two races, but there was a marked lack of enthusiasm for racing.
There was a beautiful blue sky, the temperature was invigorating,
and the wind velocity, registered on top of a hill and confirmed
by the airport radio, was perking at 55 mph from the north.
Even if the Rules for Sanctioned Regattas hadn't specified a
maximum of 30 mph in which a race can be started, everyone
seemed in favor of waiting for a while. The wind then seemed
to die, and we checked it again,but without climbing the hill.
After all,we were on the lee shore; it was a lot of workclimbing
the hill; and the wind indicated only 25 mph. The decision to
start was received with something less than unanimous en
thusiasm, so Bubba Horner and his crew, Lee Woodbury - both
big and husky - started out to demonstrate. They put on a good
show! They went all the way across the lake,not because they
wanted to, but because they didn't dare try to come about any
sooner. The expression "Sailing on the jib and the battens"

10

didn't apply to them - they sailed on the jib about half the time
and on the battens not at all. In fact, after about two minutes
they didn't have any battens - just itsy bitsy pieces of wood.
A re-check of wind velocity on top of the hill showed 45 mph.

So we had a one race regatta, the third one I've run into. As
with major championship regattas, when you run out of time, you
award the trophies based on the races you have completed and
send people home. It pays to win the first Saturday race in
these parts. I've won three regattas this way. What happens if
you don't get any races in is too unpleasant to contemplate.

MAST STRIPES

Currently, there is a hassle going on between the SCIRA Board
of Governors and the IYRU on mast stripes. The Board decided
to approcah the IYRU system by painting over existing stripes to
make them three inches wide and to compare the top of the sail
with the top of a stripe,and the bottom of the sail with the bottom
of the corresponding stripe. The IYRU wants tlieir way, which
would require removing about 30,000 stripes and re-painting
them. What the outcome of this argument will be can't be pre
dicted at this time, but one thing I'm sure we won't go for is
their requirement that the sail always be pulled to as high as it
will go.

There are apparently, however, sailors in Major Yachting
Centers who disagree on this business of dropping the sail down
in high winds. In a letter the other day, one of these said, "No
one in his right mind would use a full-sized sail in a 30-35 mph
wind. " I'll admit I have frequently questioned the sanity of
skippers here in the middle of nowhere (nowhere in this case
consisting of Texas,Oklahoma,Kansas, Iowa, Missouri,and
Nebraska) who sail in 30 mph winds. I've had a strong suspicion
we were nuts and its nice to have this suspicion confirmed by an
expert from a Major Yachting Center. The only trouble is - if
you put on a small sail and carry it at the top of the mast, some
idiot will have a full sized flat sail with the boom six to nine

inches down and beat you. I'd rather be considered an idiot and
win.

The way it looks now,there is a strong possibility that the
whole business of stripes on the mast and boom will be carried
over until the next IYRU meeting next November. That would
mean no changes at all through the next season. The decision
will be made shortly by the Board of Governors and ample
notice given in the BULLETIN if any changes are made.

(CLEANING DACRON SAILS from page 4)
dissolved without harming the surface of Dacron sailcloth by
dipping in a solvent such as mineral spirits No. 46, which is a
combination of high flash solvents. Care should be taken in
selecting a high flash solvent. Benzene is 5°F, while Xylol is
85aF,and mineral spirits No. 46 is 104'F. Anything 104°F or
over would be considered high and therefore quite safe from a
fire hazard. Agitation is,of course,helpful. If yellowish stains
remain after dissolving the oils or greases, they may be re
moved by bleaching with oxalic acid,followed by thorough rinsing
with clear water. Finally,the sailcloth should always be washed
out with any easy rinsing soap or detergent such as Tide or
Ivory Flakes.

REMOVAL OF SALT

Salt is detrimental to Dacron sails principally in that it
creates a stiffening layer on the surface of the cloth when it
dries. The fact that it retains water, tending to keep the surface
damp, is not of great importance with synthetic sails although it
was highly important with cotton.

The removal of salt from Dacron sails is desirable in order
to avoid them becoming over-stiff. This generally can be
accomplished by hosing them down frequently with fresh water.
If,however,salt has been on a sail for some time,a light brush
ing may be necessary, using clear water only and a soft brush
such as one with Nylon bristles. If a large enough tank or other
vessel is available, so that the entire sail can be immersed in
lukewarm water, most of the salt will dissolve without the
necessity of scrubbing.
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CANADIAN OHIO STATE CHAMP
Sharp-eyed Howie Richards of the Oakville,Canada,SC Fleet

464 snaked his way through the Cowan Lake's cats-paws to the
Ohio State Championship last June 18-19th. Richards and his
wife, Amelia, mustered a 1-2-4 series to edge local Mark
Schoenberger 4490 to 4488 - just two little points!

The Cowan Lake Fleet 433 was disappointed in the total
turnout of only 22 boats, or 8 less than last year. The Michigan
contingent from Gull Lake, which took two of the top places last
year,were particularly missed.

The inconsistent showings of the bulk of the fleet are the re
sult of the light and gyrating breezes. The Race Committee
invoked the time limitations in all three races and each were

shortened to one lap plus a beat.
In the first race, Richards grabbed an early lead and steadi -

ly edged ahead of the pack,finishing just ahead of Frank Suesz.
Schoenberger was 3rd

In the second race, Schoenberger and Richards out in front,
changed leads several times. Richards engaged Schoenberger
in a tacking duel on the final beat but was unable to get out from
under him. Suesz meanwhile closed in on the leaders. Wind
shifts changed the lead twice more with Schoenberger finally
winning by less than a length. Suesz, becalmed 50.yards from
the finish line, dropped from 3rd to 16th.

The doldrums persisted through the final race on Sunday.
Lee Thompson of Akron, Richards, and Dean Jeynes scooted out
by themselves at the start. These 3 were far ahead at the
conclusion of the downwind leg,but on the near reach to the next
mark, a wind shift headed them and slowed them down. Schoen
berger, rounding the downwind mark slowly, beat up to a wind
pattern in which he was able to reach off at good speed and close
the gap. To win the series, he had not only to beat Richards but
also had to have a boat between them.

On the final beat, Thompson, off by himself, patiently held his
tack and finished a solid first. Schoenberger led Suesz and
Richards until the last 30 yards when Suesz neatly slipped
across Richards' bow for 2nd, just feet ahead of Schoenberger
in 3rd and Richards, 4th.

That clinched the title for Richards who had just missed it
the year before in similar broiling sun - no wind conditions.
The Cowan sailors were pleased to present the Championship
Bowl to such a gracious winning team as Howie and his wife.

FINAL RESULTS - OHIO STATE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES

BOAT SKIPPER

10547 Howard Richards
11216 Mark Schoenberger
II665 Frank Suesz
9020 Leo Thompson
8698 Graham Bell

11162 Dean Jeynes
IO665 Ton Mooney
11582 Ron Payne

6775 Kort Disney
5655 Arnold Adkins

10660 Bud Hook
12028 Jim l/oodbridge
7455 Charles Robertson

12121 Bill Collins
12452 Bill Johnson
8076 Bob Bighorn

10604 Bob Clune
11754 Ken Daniel 3
6066 John Eilero
5511 Bob Foster

CLUB RAPES 1 2

Oakville,Canada 1
Cowan 5
Cowan 2
Akron 8
Covian 15
Covian 4
Cowan 12
Indianapoli s,Ind.6
Cowan

Covian

Indianapolis
Chautauqua,N.
Cowan

Indianapolis
Cowan

Cowan

Cowan

Cowan

Cowan

Acton Lake,0.

9
14

7
5
10

15
17
16
11

18

19
20

2

1

16

10

?

1?
9
4

18

5 Pts.Fin.

14 4490
5 4488
2 5667
1 5650

, 5 5524
12 10 ?171
6 8 5155

9 5055
11 2948
15 2882 10
7 2841 11

15 12 2815 12
19 6 2670 15
8 15 2441 14
5 20 2515 15
7 18 2510 16
14 17 2205 17
11 16 2054 18
17 14 1789 19
20 19 1?66 20
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CHANCE OF A LIFETIME-OLD BULLETINS
Every so often, it becomes necessary to clean out some

storage space and nowthe best place to start is with old BULL
ETINS which have accumulated for the last eightyears or so.
So here is yourchance to complete your file, if vou wish to do so
T5 cents a copy will get your missing numbers (provided'
we have them) and a 3-ring binder will give you a good reference
library,for almost every subject relating to Snipe and how tosail
them to win has been printed in this class magazine over the
years. The price is below actual cost, so take advantage of this
bargain, for the opportunity may never happen again. Unwanted
copies will be passedoutat boatshows this winter, so hurry!

WANTED AND FOR SALE DEPARTMENT

CLASSIFIED ADS. Used Boats and Equipment!
Why not try an ad here for only five cents a word, at af
minimum charge of $2. 00 ? RESULTS WILL BE GOOD!

DO YOU NEED A NEW MAST ? Get a complete set of plans
for the CHAMPION round mast for Snipes designed by Ted
Wells and build your own. 4 sheets of blueprints with all
details for hardware and rigging for only $1. 00 per set.
SCIRA, 655 Weber Ave., Akron 3, Ohio.

BUILD YOUR OWN TRAILER. You can get blue-prints and a
detailed instruction sheet for two different types of trailers
which were especially designed by snipers to fit a SNIPE. Why
spend a lot of money ? Only $1. 25 postpaid, complete.

SCIRA,655 WEBER AVE., AKRON 3,OHIO.
WEAR SNIPE INSIGNIA. A good quality emblem 2 1/2" x 1 1/2"
suitable for wear on caps, pockets of blazers, jackets, sweaters,
shirts, etc. A bright red Snipe embroidered on dark blue felt
surrounded by yellow braid. Very attractive — shows up good!
Advertise the fact that you own the best little boat in the world
and belong to a grand organization. Get them for $1. 00 each
from SCIRA,655 Weber Ave. .Akron 3,Ohio.

AT LAST! MADE ESPECIALLY FOR SNIPERS1 A high quality
screw button for yachting caps with a crossed anchor emblem.
A red.Snipe on a dark blue pennant with white enamel background
— all outlined in gold. Can be worn in coat lapel, too. Obtain
able only from SCIRA, 655 Weber Ave., Akron 3, Ohio, at $1.50
each. Fill that empty space on your cap with class insignia!

SNIPE POST CARD IN COLOR showing beautiful scene of
Snipes racing in the Western Hemisphere Bermuda Races.
Appropriate Snipe andSCIRA information on the back. Agreat
way to advertise your hobby and the Snipe Class at the same
time. You will be proud of the card - use it for any purpose!
Obtainable only from SCIRA,655 Weber Ave. .Akron 3,Ohio,
for ten cents each or 20 for $1. 00 postpaid.

ATTENTION. MICHIGAN SNIPERS! One day delivery service
by United Parcel from SAILAND,4300 Haggerty Rd., Walled
Lake,Michigan. Bring your troubles to Leon Irish!

WANTED: USED SNIPE. State condition,weight,buUder,number,
type of centerboard, sails,and racing record. Also interested
in purchasing used dacron sails. Write: R. Smith, 66 Lowell Rd.,
Winthrop,Mass.
FOR SALE: SNIPE 9726
condition

Larry C. Mulligan, 6027 Dickerson Rd., Indianapolis, hid.
5-3156.

Varnished mahogany, exceUent
Always dry sailed, good racing record. $750.00

Libert}

FOR SALE: NEW VARALYAY SNIPE FRAME KIT. Includes

frames, deck beams,daggerboard trunk,stem, and transom.
$95. 00. F. M. Thayer, Rt. 3, Dalton, Michigan.
FOR SALE: SNIPE 11699. Excellent condition; Lincoln-Foster
dacron sails; fiberglas covered hull. $800. 00; with trailer
$975. 00. Write or call Edwin Sietsema, 320 Glander St.
Worthington, Minnesota.

PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
THEY DESERVE YOUR SUPPORT!

( MEDITERRANEAN CHAMPIONSHIP from page 3)
three boats all used sails made by Fragniere, who was using
an aluminum mast made by Ian Proctor for the first time.

The friendship and goodwill throughout the regatta was
striking and in the finest Snipe tradition. Pivot boards were
favored by the French, but the Spanish,Belgian,Swiss,and
Portugese preferredthedagger plates. The regattawas very
well organized with twoelectric cranes lowering the boats into
the water. Ample rescue boats were available. We all look for
ward to such similar events in the future. Peter G.Harris

Stone SC.Eng.. 11
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ELVSTROM SAILS
HELLERUP, DENMARK

4 4 4 4 A 4
SAIL A MILLS SNIPE!

CLARK MILLS

Builder of " ORANGE PEEL"

(1959 National Championship boat owned by Dick Tillman)

IS AGAIN BUILDING PLYWOOD SNIPES!

Through the years,MILLS SNIPES have been consistent
winners. Place your order NOW for an early delivery.

Complete Boat Ready to Race (less sails) $995. 00.

For details write: CLEARWATER BAY MARINE WAYS
900 N.Osceola - Clearwater, Florida.

Every Sailor Needs It

SCIENTIFIC SAILBOAT RACING
Atf. led Weill

The " SNIPER'S BIBLE" has very recently been thoroughly
revised, completely reset,and enlarged by some 20% of new
material. This new edition includes all the fruits of Ted's

experience since he wrote the first one, a matter of an ad
ditional eight years of mighty rewarding sailing.

SIX DOLLARS direct from SCIRA or any book store

DODD, MEAD & CO., 432 Fourth Ave., New York 16, N. Y.
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—ADDITIONAL RACE DATES—
Mar. 4-5 FLORIDA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP, Miami Mid-

Winter Regatta, Miami, Florida.
Mar. 7-10 MIDWINTER INTERNATIONAL SNIPE CHAMP

IONSHIP REGATTA, Clearwater, Florida,
full information and reservations write to the

Snipe
[Apr. 2-8 BAHAMAS REGATTA WEEK,Nassau YC and

Royal Nassau SC, Montagu Bay, Nassau. Boats
shipped free from New York and from Miami by
special rates. Entries by March 1st. R. H.
Symonette, P. O. Box 1216, Nassau, Bahamas.

SPEND YOUR WINTER VACATION

SAILING IN SUNNY FLORIDA!

Attend

the

24 th Annual

INTERNATIONAL

MIDWINTER SNIPE

CHAMPIONSHIP REGATTA

MARCH 7 - 10, 1961

For Information, Write to the:
Snipe Regatta Chairman
Clearwater Yacht Club
Clearwater, Florida.


