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M
em

bership
To 

enter 
any 

race, 
you 

M
U

ST 
be 

SC
IR

A
 m

em
ber and display the sticker 

on the starboard side of the hull. You 
can join directly w

ith SC
IR

A
 or, in 

som
e countries, through the N

ational 
Secretary.



M
easurem

ent 
C

ertificate
Your boat m

ust have a valid M
easurem

ent 
C

ertificate to present to the regatta 
organizers.



A
ge

The m
inim

um
 age to enter any Snipe 

regatta is 10 years. 
Junior up to 21 years. 
M

aster from
 45 years.



Safety
The m

andatory safety equipm
ent is: 

•
Tw

o approved buoyancy aids 
•

O
ne paddle or oar 

•
A

 single piece 15m
 long 8m

m
 dia floating 

tow
ing line not to be stored in the w

ater-
tight tanks.  



Sails - 1
•

M
ust be m

easured and stam
ped 

before racing. 
•

Shall display the SC
IR

A
 royalty. 

•
M

ax tw
o suits can be m

easured at an 
event.



Sails - 2
•

N
ationality to be the one w

here the boat 
is registered. 

•
Letters and num

bers of the sam
e colour. 

•
D

igital or universal num
bers not allow

ed. 
•

N
um

bers shall be of a registered boat. 
•

If different from
 the hull num

ber, the 
change m

ust be requested to the R
.C

.



R
udder- 1

The boat m
ust have a security system

 to 
prevent the rudder from

 detaching w
hen 

the boat is capsized.



M
easurem

ents-1
The above are the m

inim
um

 
m

easurem
ent controls at 

International events. 
W

e m
ay call it Level 0. 

To enter any N
ational or International 

C
ham

pionship the boat m
ust have a 

M
D

S on file at the SC
IR

A
 O

ffice.



C
orrector w

eights
•

C
orrector w

eights m
ust be fixed and 

visible w
herever placed 

•
M

ax. am
ount 15kg 

•
Position to com

ply w
ith the M

O
I 

•
A

 SC
IR

A
 decal show

ing the am
ount and 

location of the corrector w
eights shall be 

displayed 



D
aggerboard - 1

The retaining system
 shall be either a tablet 

and/or a hook. 
The retaining line shall be m

ax 610m
m

 long, 
from

 the top of the daggerboard case to the 
inner part of the shackle. 
The shackle or carabiner shall be m

etal and 
directly fixed to the daggerboard.



D
aggerboard - 2

The stripe m
ust be 350m

m
 long and 

25m
m

 w
ide. 

W
hen the stripe is even w

ith the top of 
the deck, the board m

ust stretch out from
 

the bottom
 at least 305m

m
.



M
ast step

The position is free. 
O

nly one transverse pin is allow
ed. 

Sliding steps m
ust be blocked w

ith a 
screw

 or bolt and nut. 
N

ot adjustable w
hile racing.



M
easurem

ent-2
The above are the m

inim
um

 
m

easurem
ent controls at N

orth 
and South A

m
erican C

ham
ps 

and N
ational C

ham
pionships 

(unless differently decided by the 
N

.S.). 
This is Level 1.



B
oat w

eight
The m

in. W
eight is 172.8kg

 

W
eight includes 
•

M
ast w

ith standing rigging and fittings 
•

B
oom

 

•
W

hiskerpole
 

•
R

udder, tiller, extension 
•

D
aggerboard

 

•
M

ain and jib sheets 
•

C
om

pass 
•

R
igging and fittings 

W
eight does not include tow

 line, paddle, buoyancy aids and sails



Sails - 3
In 2011 the SC

IR
A

 adopted a different system
 

to m
easure the sails dim

ensions, sw
itching 

from
 the "grom

m
ets m

esurem
ent" to the "edges 

m
easurem

ent". 
This system

 is w
idely used by other classes and 

is the official W
S system

.



Jib attachm
ent

The m
axim

um
 pin hole diam

eter is 6m
m

. 
The center of the hole shall be: 
•

m
inim

um
 279m

m
 from

 the H
ull D

atum
 

Point. 
•

m
axim

um
 45m

m
 above the sheer line. 

The jib m
ust be capable of being disconnected 

w
ithout disconnecting the forestay.



D
aggerboard - 3

D
im

ensions are checked



M
easurem

ent-3
The above are the m

inim
um

 
m

easurem
ent controls at the W

E&
O

 
and European C

ham
pionships. 

This is Level 2. 

To enter these C
ham

pionships the 
boat m

ust have a M
O

I test on file at 
the SC

IR
A

 O
ffice



R
udder - 1

M
in w

eight 2.72kg 
C

orrector w
eights allow

ed up to 
•

250gr if the boat is from
 1.1.2015 

•
450gr if the boat is before 1.1.2015



R
udder - 2

B
oat built before 26.2.2018 

•
A

ny allow
ed design 

B
oat built from

 26.2.2018 
•

D
esign approved in 2015 

(see draw
ing)



M
ast

C
heck the stopper at the top 

Spreaders cannot be adjusted w
hile racing 

The pole launcher block shall not extend from
 the 

forw
ard side of the m

ast 
M

inim
um

 w
eight 9.1kg 

C
orrector w

eights allow
ed up to 100gr. 

Stays shall be m
etal. H

alyards can either be m
etal or 

textile, excluding PB
O

. 



B
oom

 and pole
C

heck the stopper at boom
 end 

The w
hiskerpole shall be m

ax 2642m
m

 
long



M
om

ent of inertia-1
R

ule introduced w
hen the G

R
P 

construction w
as approved. 

G
rants the hom

ogeinity of the 
construction, preventing w

eak hulls. 
There is no direct relationship betw

een a 
low

 M
O

I and the boat speed.



M
om

ent of inertia-2



M
easurem

ent-4
The above are the m

inim
um

 
m

easurem
ent controls at the 

Junior and O
pen W

orld 
C

ham
pionships. 

This is Level 3.



@
H

om
e M

easurem
ent

To reduce the m
easurem

ent tim
e at large 

events, the O
rganizing C

om
m

ittees can 
request the com

petitors to perform
 som

e 
m

easurem
ents at hom

e certified by the 
N

ational Secretaries and the N
ational 

M
easurers.



A
lw

ays on
The follow

ing rules 
com

pliance m
ay be or m

ay not 
be checked, but com

plaint is 
m

andatory in any Snipe race.



M
ast partner

M
inim

um
 distance from

 the H
ull 

D
atum

 Point is 1494m
m



Shrouds adjusters
A

ny system
 is allow

ed 
N

ot adjustable w
hile racing



Electronics
O

nly 
•

C
lock 

•
Stopw

atch 
•

C
om

pass 
are allow

ed 

V
H

F o G
PS ony if provided by the organization.

X



U
se of carbon

C
arbon is allow

ed in 
•

R
unning rigging 

•
Fittings 

•
C

om
pass support 

•
Tiller extension 

•
M

ast pusher/puller 
•

Splashrail  (if not m
oulded w

ith the deck)



Sheets and 
halyards
The follow

ing m
aterials are allow

ed: 
•

D
yneem

a 
•

Spectra 
•

V
ectran 

•
Kevlar 

•
Polyester 

PB
O

 (Z
ylon) and carbon not perm

itted



W
here to find 

inform
ation?

O
n the snipe.org w

ebsite



A
ppendix 1: 

the 2001 turning point
In 2001 the follow

ing item
s w

ere standardized: 
•

Position and diam
eter of the rudder and transom

 fittings; 
•

D
aggerboard case height; 

•
D

ouble bottom
 height and m

ast length; 
•

N
o lim

it to the m
ast step position - fixed m

ast partner 
position. 



A
ppendx 2: 

The rudder shape 
developm

ent
N

ineties: first changes to the shape 
Early 2K

: requests for the correct rule interpretation 
2015: dim

ensions detailed 
2018: new

 C
lass R

ules 
2020: rudder shape established on pre and post 

2018 boats



A
ppendix 3: 

The C
lass R

ules 
developm

ent
O

riginally designed for hom
e m

anufacturing. 
C

ontinuously updated to follow
 the m

aterials 
developm

ent and building technologies. 
R

evisited in the seventies w
ith m

ore strict tolerances. 
R

eview
ed in 1996  to obtain a coherent structure. 

C
om

pletely rew
ritten in 2018 to use the W

orld 
Sailing International C

lasses tem
plate.



A
ppendix 4: 

The M
easurer's 

H
andbook

A
 step by step m

anual show
ing the correct 

procedures to com
pletely m

easure a Snipe, the 
m

easurers' duties, the requirem
ents to perform

 the 
m

easurem
ent at any event.
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