Jugoslavia Won European Championship With I----4-2

Sweden Second With 3-2-4-2-1-2 Series — Norway |

and trying to cet {ree, Sweden tycked repeatedly.

OLD RIVALRY IS RESUMED. THE LAST TIME IT WAS
NORWAY, TUGOSLAVIA, AND SWEDEN.

NEW CHAMPIONS - Skipper Grego Antun (left) and his crew,
Nikolie Simo of Jugoslavia receive decorations and con-
sratulations. —— Foto by Eric Nilsson.

The Buropean Snipe Championship, scheduled every other
vear, was held for the 9th time August 1-5, 1966, at Karls-
hamn, a pleasant small town with a large harbour in the area
of Blekings, known as Sweden’s Garden, situated on the Baltic
Coast. The harbour mouth, protected by numerous small
islands with rich foliage and wooded ridges afforded a larze
expanse of clear water for setting Olympic courses,

The measuring, checking of sails and spars, and weighing
all boats was completed early Sunday, so that a practice race
was held that afternoon. This was won by Sweden. After this,
the official opening ceremony was performed with the hoisting
of the national flags at the Karlshamn Segelsallskap Clubhouse
located on a rocky island. The Snipes were kept a short dis-
tance away at Lillevik, a pleasant small well -protected bayv from
which the boats sailed through a narrow entrance. This was a
short distance from Karlshamn through a fine wooded area
known as Vagga Park,

15 boats representing the following 14 countries were
entered: Austria, Belzium, Denmark, England, Finland, France,
Ttaly, Tugoslavia, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
and Turkey. Norway was allowed 2 entries because in addition
to the 1966 National Champion Sigurd Haug, the Norwegian Nils
Monstad, who won the title when it was last held in Taly in 1964,
was by custom allowed to defend his championship.

First Race-~Held Monday morning with a streneth 2 wind, a very
closely fought battle ensued between Grego Antun and Nikolic
Simo of Jugeslavia and Jukka and Pekka Niiniranta of Finland
They rounded the last leeward mark for the final beat neck-and-
neck, Jugoslavia eventually drew away to win while Sweden
{Tryzun Liljestrand and Jan Rudberg) finished 3rd.

Second Race - After a brief pause while the boats remained in
the water,a start was made. All the boats approached on star-
board with Tugoslavia right on the line, and most went over to
port tack pretty quickly. At the first mark, it was very close
with Sweden just ahead of Jugoslavia and Switzerland.  France,
coming in on starboard and sailing slightly free, got in front
of Italy and Norway {Monstad),on port tacks and losing speed.
In the reach, Jugoslavia worked up to windward and took the
lead and stayed there for good. Positions were maintained in
general by the rest, but Finland started working up from 13th
at the first mark. On the 2nd beat, Jugoslavia covered Sweden
well on the port side, and Finland was now in Tth place. On
the run, positions were maintained. Coming on the final beat .
Sweden again went well out to port with Jugoslavia covering,
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A LITTLE CONFUSION - It's rather difficult to figure but just’
who is going where as these boats round the mark at the end of
a run.  Finland 15901 appears to be the only boat in a good
clear position. ——Nilsson Pnoto.

TURKISH TEAM IN SWEDEN - (L. to r. ) Ergun Sengun (crew);
Mufit Camal; Rasit Yilmaz (skipper); Macit Buluc, District Sec.

wind dropped, Monstad moved further ahead. Spain and France
also moved up on Sweden, and on the 2nd beat, Jugoslavia fought
it out with them,as Italy pulled up into 2nd position after gaining
30 seconds on leading Norway. At the finish, it was Norway
by 20 secs. , Italy, Denmark, Jugoslavia, and France.

Sixth Race - Force 3 wind under clear, sunny skies. This was
the closest race of all, for 5 boats got out ahead of the rest of
the fleet early in the first lap. On the 2nd beat, the leaders
were Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Norway, and Jugoslavia inorder.
They all split and traded tacks and it was first one and then the
other in the lead and it was touch-and-go as to who would win.
Sweden usually crossed first as the boats converged, and finally
barely managed to beat Jugoslavia as they converged just in
front of the finish line. Denmark was 3rd again; Finland 4th;
and Norway 5th.

Thus sailing brilliantly in this race to take 2nd place, JTugo-
slavia was now assured of the Championship, with Sweden the
apparent runner-up., The fight for 3rd place promised thrills
between Norway, Finland, Italy, and France.

Seventh Race - Overcast sky; no sign of predicted heavy weather;

wind force 2/3; slight chop. This was Norwayv's race, as she
was first over the starting line and led Sweden, Italy, Finland,
Turkey, Jugoslavia, and France around the windward mark. Then
as the first 4 boats drew slightly awav. Ialv closed on Sweden
but was luffed out of the race. Positions stayed the same doring
the two reaches, but then split tacks with the leaders saw {irst
Sweden and Norway changing positions along with all the others.
In a dropping wind, Portugal moved up se that the end of the
beat it was Norway, Sweden, Portugal, Jugoslavia, and France.
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RACE COMMIFTEE HAVING A BATH a (L. tor. ) Bengt Kilsater,

General Secretary for Europe

Svend Rantil  and Ove Hermansen
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Nat. Secretary for England

PARTIAL SCORES OF 1966 EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP

Country Points. Country Points
{1) TJugoslavia 9290 (4) France 7950
(2) Sweden 8976 {3) Finland 7875
(3) Norway 1 8246 (G) Ttaly 5558

{The above includes all scone information furnished - Ed)
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